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". The 9th, we dined at the alleggada’s, 
where we were magnificently entertained. 
There was no other company but ourfelves, 

~ and we ftaid the whole day. This was the 

* oft elerant and complete entertainment 
of any I faw in China. 

About ten o’clock in the morning, chairs 
were fent forthe ambaffador and gentlemen 
of the retinue, and horfes for the fervants, 
though the prime minifter’s houfe was very 
near our lodgings. The chairs were car- 
ried through two courts, and fet down at 
the entry into a hall, where the alleggada 
waited to receive the ambaffador. After 
entering the hall, we were feated on neat 
‘cane chairs, with japanned frames, inlaid 
with mother of pearl. The apartment it. 
felf was very fimple, open to the fouth 
and the roof fupported on that fide by a 
row of well-turned wooden pillars. Jt had 
no cieling, but the rafters appeared finely 
-polifhed, and perfeétly clean. The floor 
was paved with a checker-work of white 
and black marble ; and in the middle of it 

. ftood 
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ftoou a large brafs chafing-dith, in fhape of 
an urn, fall of charcoal. At the entry 
were placed two large China cifterns, filled 
with pure water, in which played fome 
Scores of fmall fithes, catching at crumbs of 
bread thrown into the water. Thele fille 
are about the fize of a minnow, but of'a 
different fhape, and beautifully varied with 
red, whité, and yellow ‘pots, and therefore 
called the gold and filver fith. I never faw 
any of them out of this country, though;"E 
imagine, they might eafily be brought to 
Europe; as they are by no means of the 
tender kind. I had about twenty of them 
ftanding in a window at my lodgings’ in - 
a morning, after-a frofty night, I found all 
the water frozen, moft of the fithes ftiff, 
and feemingly dead; but, on putting them 
into cold frefh water, they all recovered, 
except two or three. De 
After we had drunk a dith of tea, a ae 

lation of broths and victuals was placed’ on 
the tables, intermixed with variety of fruits 
and confections. Every perfon had a table 

apart, 
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apart, and all were ferved in the fame man- 
ner. This repaft, it feems, was only break- 
faft, though it might well have paffed for 
dinner, 

After this entertainment the alleggada 
carried us firft to fec his dogs, of which he 
had great variety. 1 formerly obferved 
that this gentleman was a great fportfman, 
He took greater pleafure in talking of 
hounds than politics; though, at the fame 
time, he had the charaéter of a very able 
minifter, and an honeft man. 

We were now conducted through all the 
different apartments of his houfe, except- 
ing ‘only thofe of the ladies, to which none 
have accefs but himfelf, and the eunuchs 
who attend them.. We faw a noble col- 
le€tion of many curiofities, both natural 
and artificial ; particularly a large quantity 
of old porcelain or China ware, made in 
China and Japan, and at prefent to be found 
only in the cabinets of the curious, They 
confifted chiefly of a great number of jars 
ef different fizes. He took much pleafure 

in 
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in telling when and where they were ma« 
nufactured ; and, as far as I can remember, 
many of them were above two thoufahd 
years old, He added, that, both in China 

and Japan, they had loft the art of making - 
porcelain. in that perfection they: did-in 
former times ; and the fault, in his opinion; 
lay in the preparation of the materials. 
Thefe curiofities were piled up on thelves 
to the very root of the houfe, and in fuch 
order and fymmetry as had a pretty effect, 
From the houfe we went into a little 
garden, inclofed with a high brick-wall, 
In the middle of it ftood a {mall bafon, full 
of water, furrounded with {everal old 
crooked trees and thrubs ; among which I 
faw that which produces the famous tea, 
The climate about Pekin being too cold 
for this fhrub, there are only a few buthes 
of it to be found in the gardens of the cu~ 
rious. I fhall not at prefent enlarge on 
this ufeful plant, which appeared like a 
currant-buth, as an Opportunity will occur 
of giving a fuller account of it before I 
‘leave 
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leave this place. There was a walk round 
the garden, which, together with that in 
the middle, was covered with {mall gravel. 
At eachend of the middle walk was a 
piéce of artificial rock-work, with water 
running under it, through holes fo natural 
they looked as if made by the current of 
the fiream. The rocks were about feven 
feet high, and fhaded with fome 6ld bended 
trees. This garden, and many other things 
in China, difplay the tafte of the inhabi- 
tants for imitating nature. 
_.. From the garden we were called to din- 
ner, where we found a plentiful and ele- 
gant entertainment, fet out in the fineft or- 
der, far exceeding any thing of that kind 
we had feen before. We had no mufic 
nor dancing ; and the whole was conduéct- 
ed with furprifing decency and regularity. 
The entertainment lafted about two hours, 
after which we returned to our lodgings. 
This day, our gates were opened to 
people of all characters, and merchants and 
others allowed to go in and out at plea- 
- fure, 
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fure.. Though all communication. was not. 
prohibited before this time, it was, howe- 
ver, difficult, and not to be obtained witk- 
out permiffion of the proper officer. 

The 8th, we dined at the fouth convent, 
where, the Italian miffionaries generally. ren, 
fide. Here all the Jefuits in the place, to" 
the number of ten or twelve, were affem- 








bled. We.met with a friendly reception, 
and a moft fplendid entertainment, 

This convent ftands within the city, up- 
on a piece of ground given to the fathers 
by the Emperor. He gave alfo ten thou- 
fand ounces of filver towards building and 
adorning the chapel, which is indeed very 
neat, and handfomely decorated with pic- 
tures of faints, and {cripture-pieces, by the 
beft hands, An account of this remarkable 
benefaction of the Emperor Kamhi is cut 
out, in the Chinefe language, in letters of 
gold, and fixed above the great gate, which 
makes the place more refpe&ted. When 
we arrived, one of the priefts was officiat- 
ing in the chapel, where were affembled a- 

bout 
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bout one handed Chinefe converts. At 


~ dinner we had a few bottles of wine, made 
inthe convent ; but Is cannot fay it was 
good, though the grapes were fine, and of 

an. agreeable tafte. 
” After dinner, we were conducted to the 
Emperor’s ftables, where the elephants are 
kept. The keeper afked the ambaffador to 
walk into his apartments till .they were 
equipped ; then we went into the court, 
and {aw thefe huge animals rithly capari- 
foned in géld and filver ftuffs. Each had 
_a rider off his back, who held in their hands 
“fmall battle-axes, with a fharp pike at one 
end, to drive and guide them. We ftood 
about an hour admiring thofe fagacious a- 
nimals ; fome of them very large, who, 
pafling before us at equal diftances, return- 
ed again behind the ftables, and fo on 
round and round, till there feemed to bt no 
end of the proceffion. The plot, however, 
was at laft difcovered by the features and: 
drefs of the riders; and the chief keeper: 
. fold us there was only fixty of them. The: 
climate! 
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_ climate about Pekin is too cold for them 
to breed ; and all thefe were brought from 
warmer countries. The Emperor keeps 
them only for fhow, and makes no ufe of 
them, at leaft. in thefe northern parts, - 
Some of them were brought near touthe: 
place where we fat, and made obeifance to 
us, by kneeling and making a dreadful 
noife ; others fucked up water from veffels, 
and {pouted it through their trunks among 
the mob, or wherever the rider directed, 
The fagacity of thefe animals is moft fur- 
prifing, and approaches fo near to reafon, 
that, in this refped, they furpafs all the 
brute creation. After this fhow, - we took 
leave of the Jefuits, who had accompanied 
us hither, and returned to our lodgings, 
Next day, all the gentlemen dined at the 
Palace of the Emperor’s ninth fon, ia con- 
fequence of an invitation from his chief 
eunuch, who is a great friend to the Ruftia 
houfe. As the invitation. was not from 
the Prince, the: ambaffador would not ac~ 
cept of it. Qur entertainment was very 
Vor. I, E magnifi- 
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magnificent, and accompanied with mufic, 
dancing, and a kind of comedy, which laft- 
ed moft part of the day. The comedians 
were of both fexes ; if the women’s parts 
were not performed by boys dreffed like 
actrefics. As the play was in the Chinefe 
Janguage, | could underftand nothing of it, 
except from the gefture and aétion of the 
performers. It feemed to be a parcel of 
- detached diffimilar interludes, without any 
principal end, or unity of defign. I fhall, 
therefore, only mention one fcene, which 
appeared to me the, moft. extraordinary, 
‘There entered on the’ftage feven warriors, — 
all in armour, with different weapons in 
their hands, and terrible vizards on their 
faces. After they had taken a few turns 
about the ftage, and furveyed each other’s 
armour, they at laft fell a quarrelling ; and, 
in the encounter, one of the heroes was 
flain. Then an angel defcended from the 
clouds, in a flath of lightning, with a 
monftrous {word in his hand, and foon 
~parted the combatants, by driving them all 
of 
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off the ftage ; which done, he afcended in 

~ the fame manner he came down, inacloud 
of fire and fmoke. This fcene was fuc= 
ceeded by feveral comical farces, which to 
me feemed very. diverting, though in a lan+ 
guage I' did not underftand. The laft. cha4 
rater that appeared on the ftage was a: 
European_ gentleman, completely drefied, 
having all his cloaths bedaubed with, gold 
and filver lace. He pulled off his hat, and 
made a profound reverence to all that pal- 
fed him. I fhall Jeave it to any one to i- 
magine,. what an aukward figure a Chinefe 
muit make in this ridiculous habit. This 
{cene was interrupted, and the performers 
difmiffed, by the mafter of the feaft, from 
a fufpicion that his guefts might take of« 
fence. The play being finifhed, we were 
entertained with jugglers, who exhibited a 
variety of legerdemain tricks with great 
dexterity. 

The banquet was prolonged the whole 
day, excepting the time {pent in thefe in- 
terludes, No fooner was one courfe car- 

ried 
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tied off, than another was inftantly placed 
upon the tables, and. the whole concluded 
with deferts of fruits and fweét-meats. One 
would {carce have imagined, that luxury 
liad made fuch progrefs among the fober 
and induftrious Chinefe. It mutt indeed 
be obferved, that there is almoft no drink- 

"ing at their entertainments, as they ufe no 
liquor on thefe occafions but tea, and now 
and then a dram of hot arrack. The Chi- 
nefe handle the two ivory or wooden pins, 
-which they ufe inftead of forks, with fuch 
dexterity, that they can even take up 
needles with them. In place of napkins 
they fometimes employ a few fquare pieces 
of paper, 


CHAP. 
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Continuation of Occurrences at Pe- 


hin, &e, 


Pe day following, the gmbaffador 
had a fourth audience of the Empe- 

ror, at the palace in the city. This inter~ 
view was alfo private, and the ambaflador 
"was. attended only by his fecretary, The 
Emperor repeated the affurances of hig 
friendthip for his Czarith Majefty, talked 
ftrongly on the vanity and uncertainty of 
all human affairs, adding, that he was now 
an old man, and, by the courfe of nature, 
could not live long, and defired to die in 
peace 
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ptace with God and all mankind. At ta- 
king leave, each of them was prefented 
with a complete Chinefe fuit of cloaths, 
made of ftrong filk, interwoven with dra- 
gons claws, and lined with fable. 

The 12th, we dined at the French or 
weftern convent, where we again found all 
the miffionaries. The chapel, and other 
edifices, are handfome, but not fo grand as 
the Italian convent. Father Paranim is 
prefident of this convent ; he isa man of 
parts and addrefs, and in great favour with 
the Emperor. I was informed this enter- 
tainment was given at the expence of the 
court, and*had fome reafon to believe it 
was fo, as it far exceeded what might rea- 
fonably be expected from the Jefuits. The 
Emperor’s band of mufic played all the 
time of dinner; after which we had jug- 
glers and tumblers of great aGtivity. A- 
mong the many feats and tricks performed 
by thefe people, I fhall only mention two 
or three, which feemed moft uncommon. 
The roof of the room where we fat was 

fupported 
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fupported by. wooden pillars. The juggler 
took a gemlet, with which he bored ‘one of 
the pillars, and afked, whether we chofe 
red or white wine? The queftion being — 
anfwered, he pulled out the gemlet, and, 
put a quill in the hole, through which 
run, as from a cafk, the wine demanded. 
After the fame manner, he extra@ed fevee 
ral forts of liquors, all which I had the cu- 
tiofity to tafte, and found them good of 
their kinds. 

Another of thefe expert youths took 
three long fharp-pointed knives, and, 
throwing them up by turns, kept one al- 
ways in each hand, and the third in the 
air. This he continued to perform for a 
confiderable time; catching conftantly the 
falling knife by the handle, without ever | 
. allowing it to touch the floor. The knives 
were exceeding fharp, fo that, had he mif- 
fed laying hold of the handles; he muft ine. 
fallibly have loft fome of his fingers, 

The fame perfon took a wooden ball, 
fomewhat les than thofe commonly uled 

in 
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in bowling-greens, with a hole through the 
middle of it, and a rod two feet long, about 
the fize of a walking ftaff, pointed at the 
extremity, to fit the hole in the ball. He 
then toffed the ball above a yard high, and 
caught it again upon the point of the rod, 
not in the hole of the ball, but wherever it 
happened to meet the point; and, in this 
manner, he continued to throw up and 
catch the ball for a confiderable time. He, 
-now placed the ball upon the point of the 
rod, taking no notice of the hole, and 
twirled it round like a top fo quickly, that 
the motion could not be obferved. This 
feemed extremely dextrous, for all the 
while he plaved with the ball in appear- 
ance; and, when the motion began to 
” flacken, gave it a-frefh twirl with his hand, 
as if the rod and ball had been faftened to 
each other, 

This perfon alfo placed a large earthen 
dith, above cighteen inches diameter, upon 
the point of the fame rod, and twirled it 
round in the fame manner as he did the 

; . ball, 
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ball. Daring this fwift motion, he did aot, 
always keep the point in the centre of..the, 
veflel ; on the contrary, he often held it 
within three inches of the brim. I thall 
only mention one inftance more, : 
There were placed ere, upon the paves | 
ment of the room, two bambos, which are 
akind of cane. The length of them was. 
about twemty-five fect ; at the lower end [ 
reckon them to be near five inches diame- 
ter, and at the top about the breadth of a 
crown picce, They were ftraight, light, 
and fmooth, and each fupported by two 
men. Two boys then climbed up the 
poles, without the leaft affiftance ; and, 
having reached the top, ftood upright, 
fometimes on one foot, and fometimes on 
the other, and then upon their heads. This 
being done, they laid one hand on the top 
of the pole, and ftretched out their bodies: 
almoft at right angles to it. In this pofture 
they continued for a confiderable time, aid’ 
even thifted hands, I obferved that much 
depended on the men who held the poles; 
. Vou. IE F one 
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one of the two at each pole having it fixed 
to his girdle, and they kept a fteady eye 
on the motions of the boys, There were 
about twenty or thirty of thefe peformers, 
who all belong to the Emperor, and never 
difplay their art without his permiffion, 4 
am fully perfuaded that, in tricks and feats 
of dexterity, few nations can equal, and 
none excel the Chinefe. 

After thefe diverfions, we were condudt+ 
ed to the Emperor’s glafs-houfe, which his 
Imperial Majefty often vifits with pleafure. 
it was erected by himfelf, and is the firft 
manufactory of the kind that ever was in 
China, The perfon employed to fuperin- 
tend and carry on this defign was Kilian 
Stumpf, a German father, lately deceafed ; 
a man in great favour with the Emperor, 
and well known in China for his ingenuity 
and literature. His Majetty is fo fond of 
this glafs-work, that he fent feveral of the 
moft curious of its produétions in a prefent 
to his Czarith Majefty. It is furprifing 
that the Chinefe, who have been conftant- 


ly 
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Sy employed for fo many ages in the ma= 
niifature of China-ware, fhould never . 
have ftumbled upon that of glafs. This 
fhows evidently, that the degree of heat 
neceflary in their ovens muft not be very 
great, or their materials free.from fand ; 
for it is certain they had no knowledge of 
glafs of any kind till this houfe was ere@= 
ed. I was informed, that, not long ago, 
fome Europeans brought to Canton a par- 
cel of prifms, or triangular glaffes, which 
the Chinefe took for natural produéions 
of rock-cryftal, and bought them at the 
rate of one hundred ounces of filver a« 
piece: But, from the great: quantity im~ 
ported, they foon difcovered their mif- 
take, 

On the evening of the 14th, an officer 
came from court, defiring the ambaflador 
to wait on the Emperor at his palace of 
Tzangfuang, and bring his muficians a« 
Jong with him. Thefe confifted of per- 
formers on violins, trumpets, and kettle- 
drums, 


Next 
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Next day, we arrived at the palace abovt 
ten of the clock, and had immediate admit- 
tance to the Emperor’s private apartments, 
few being prefent but the officers of the 
houfehold and Father Paranim. After a 
fhort conference, the mufic was ordered to 
play. ‘There were in the room ten or 
twelve of the Emperor’s grandfons, who 
feemed. much entertained with the inftru- 
ments. I afked an elderly gentleman who 
flood by me, how he iiked the mufic? he 
faid it was very good, but their own was 
better. No ladies were to be feen, though, 
1 believe, feveral of them were behind a 
ferecn, at the other end of the room, 

The muiic being over, the Emperor or=- 
dered one of the prinecs to conduét the 
ambaflador into the gardens belonging to 
the palace ; into which we entered, along 
a draw-bridge, over a canal of pure water. 
They abounded with fhaded walks, arbours, 
and fifh ponds, in the Chinefe tafte) The 
young princes entertained themfelves by 
fhooting with bows and arrows. Some of 

them 
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them difplayed great dexterity, being ac- 

cufomed from their infancy to this exer- 

cife, which is accounted both genteel and 

healthy ; as the drawing of the bow ex- 

tends and ftrengthens the mufcles both of 
the breaft and arms. One of the princes 
fhewed us a bow and arrows ufed by the 

Emperor when young, by which it appears 

ed that he had been a perfon of extraordi-« 

nary bodily ftrength. After we had fur= 

veyed the gardens in every quarter, we 

took leave of the princes, and returned to 

the city. 

This day, arrived in Pekin Signior Mez= 
zobarba, ambaflador from his Holinefs the 
Pope to the Emperor, This gentleman was 
a cardinal, and patriarch of Alexandria, 
His retinue was compofed of ecclefiattics 
" of different orders, and a few fervants, who 
were all lodged in the Italian convent, 
They came from Europe to Macao ina 
Portuguefe thip, from thence to Canton, and 


then by land ‘to this. place, 
The 
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The defign of this embaffy was to ins 
quire into the difputes and mifunderftand- 
ing that had lately arifen in this country 
betwixt the Jefuits and Dominicans, rela- 
ting to certain rites annually performed by 
the Chinefe Chriftians, at the tombs of 
their deceafed parents, or other relations, 
This cuftom feems to be the fame with that 
of the parentalia anciently in*ufe among 
the Grecks and Romans. It is univerfal in 
China, from the Emperor to the meaneft 
peafant. It feems the Jefuits permitted 
their converts to vifit the tombs of their 
relations ; alledging, that, without fuch in- 
dulgence, no perfon would embrace Chrif- 
tianity, and that time would wean them 
from fuch fuperftitious ceremonies. The 
Dominicans, on the other hand, affirmed 
that it was next to idolatry, and declared it 
unlawful to allow any fuch cuftom, ftridly 
prohibiting all conformity in their converts. 
Thefe differences, in all probability, will 
not foon be determined. The Emperor 
himfelf tried to make the parties compro- 

 mife 
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mife matters ; but, finding his endeavours 
inaffeCtual, he left them to agree or difpute 
according to their pleafure. He inclined, 
indeed, to favour the opinion of the Jefu- 
its, which he thought moft reafonable. At 
any rate, it muft be acknowledged an in- 
ftance of uncommon condefcenfion, for an 
heathen Emperor to intereft himfelf fo 

much in the peace of a Chriftian church. 
The 16th, Mr De Lange and | paida 
vifit to the Fathers Fridelly and Keaggler, 
at the Oriental or German convent. This 
place is large enough; but neither the 
chapel nor buildings are near fo magnifi- 
cent as thofe of the two other convents. It’ 
is called oriental, becaufe fituated in the 
eaftern diftrict of the city. Both thefe fa- 
thers, and feveral other ecclefiaftics of in- 
ferior rank in this convent, are Germans. 
One of the fathers was a clock-maker ; 
and, by fuch means, they frequently inf- 
nuate themfelves into acquaintance with 
people of diflinction, who prote& them 
in times of danger. For, in China, they 
have 
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have ftill a great number of enemies, who’ 
would gladly fee both them and their refi- 
gion extirpated ; but the favour of the pre- 
fent Emperor hath hitherto prevented or 
difappointed the defign of fuch perfons. 
The 17th, I fent to inform the Captain 
of the Chinefe guard, that I intended to 
take a turn through the city, who immedi- 
ately gave orders for a foldier to attend me. 
When we pafled through the gate, the 
clerk marked our names in his book, and 
dafhed them out at our return. I went in- 
to feveral fhops, where were fold different 
kinds of merchandife ; particularly thofe 
of the goldfmiths, whofe bufinefs it is to 
exchange gold for filver, or filver for gold. 
In thefe fhops are found vaft quantities of 
thofe valuable metals, caft into bars of dif- 
ferent fizes, and piled up one upon ano- 
ther; which are fold only by weight, as 
there is no current coin in this country ; 
except cie fmall round piece of brafs, with 
a fquare hole in the middle, through which 
may be run a firing, for the convenience 


of 


mo FOP REIN, og 


of carrying them to market.. This coin, 
called jofs by the Chinefe, is about the va- 
lue Gf one tenth of a penny Sterling, and 
is extremely ufeful among the common’ 
"people. With one of them a man can buy 
a dith of hot tea, a pipesef tobatce,: Beta 
dram of brandy, in the ftreets is and a beg. 
Bar may dine fcr three of them, There 
are, indeed, few beggars to be feen in the 
city ; bur, notwithftanding the labour and 
indufry of the inhabitants, they are fo nu« 
merous, that it is hardly poffible to pre- 
vent many from being reduced to the ut- 
mott neceflity, There are cooks fhops, 
where dogs and cats, and fuch ether crea~ 
tures, are dreiled for the entertainment’ of 
thefe people. ‘I hefe coins have Kamhi, , 
the name of the Emperor, on one fide, and 
the words Tum Pao, or the univerfal price, 
on the other, ; 

When the Chinefe have oceafion. to buy 
any thing above the value of fixpencé, : 
they cut off a piece of filver, and Weigh it, 
whick is done in a trice. 
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Although the want of current coin feems 
ill calculated for the defpatch of bufinefs, 
the Chinefe find no inconvenience oA that 
account. It is in fo far preferable to mo- 

“ney, that it lofes little by wearing in the 
circulation, which coin does perhaps more 
than is generally imagined. - 

In moft of the fhops I found both men 
and women unveiled. They were ex- 
tremely complaifant, and gave me a difh of 
tea in every fhop. Thefe people expofe 

"their gold and filver, and other goods of 
value, with as much freedom and fecurity:, 
as the merchants do in London or Amfter- 
dam. 

The roth, Lange and I went to the 
French convent, but not one of the ecclefi- 
aftics were at home, having all gone to at= 
tend Signor Mezzobarba at an audience of 
the Emperor, except, an, old gentleman, 
Monfieur Bouvett, who had formerly writ- 
ten a fmall treatife, entitled, “ Le Portrait 
“ de ?Empereur de la Chine,” which he 

cagpad printed in Europe. te 
a The 
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The 2oth, cold and windy. 

The 21ft, froft and fnow, which foften- 
ed the air, and laid the duft. 

Next day, the ambaffador, with Secreta- 
ty Lange, went to the council appointed 
for weftern affairs, and had a conference 
on the fubject of his embaffy. 

+ The winter here lafts only about two. 
months, hut is very fharp and piercing 
while the wind is northerly, If the wind, 
indeed, is foutherly, the air is mild and 
pleafant, and the fky clear, 1 mentioned 
above, that the Chinefe have a method of 
keeping themfelves warm during the cold, 
which I fhall now defcribe as diftin@lly as _, 
I can, 

In building a houfe, they make two 
fteve-holes, one in each fide-wall, about 
three feet from the gable-end. The holes 
are a foot fquare ; one ferves for receiving 
the fewel, and the other to let out the 
fmoke, when the ftove is finifhed. There 
is a partition of brick, which runs from - 
ane fide of the hoyfe to the other, about 


five 
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five or fix feet from the gable, and only 
eighteen inches high, which | fhall call the 
front of the ftove- bench. Betweenfthis 

and the gable are built feveral other thin 
partitions of brick, in a direétion at right 
angles to ihe firit, having a {mall o- 
pening at the extremity of each. For ex- 
ample, fuppofe the paflage in the firtt pare 
tition to the right hand, and in ahe fecond 
to the left, and fo on, alternately, to the 
laft, which communicates with the hole, 
on the other fide of the room, for letting 
out the fmoke. Thefe divifions being 
made, the whole is arched, or otherwile co~ 
vered with brick; above which is laid a 
layer of clay, or plaifter, to prevent the 
fmoke from rifing throug’ the furface, It 
is plain that below this bench there will be 
a winding channel for the fmoke, from 
one fide of the room to the other. A few 
handfuls. of bruth-wood, ftraw, or any 
kind of fewel, will warm the bench, as 
much as is neceffary, to work or fleep 


_wighout fecling cold. It is generally co- 
2 vered 
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vered with mats, felts. or other thick ftuls, 
according to the ability of the owner. 

The 22d, Father Keaggler came to vifit | 
us. This gentleman had been long in 
China, and was well acquainted with the: 
languages. cuftsmns, and - manners ofztheed 
countiy. In talking of the extent oF Pes 
kin, he faid that Nankin is at leaft three: 
times as large. At this rate, Nankin mutt 
be one of the largett cities in the world, 
He added, that it was fornewhat diminithed 
fince the court had left that place to relide 
at Pekin. Nankin is a place of the ‘mott 
' extenfive commerce, and contains the great« 
eft manufadtories, of all forts of filk -ank” 
cotton ftuffs, of any city in the country, 
befides thofe of China-ware. - It is watered 
by a fine navigable river, on which are ema 
ployed an incredible number of. boats, in 
carrying merchand:fe and paffengers, 

The 23d, cold northerly wind, -amE- 
_ trong froft. noe 
The 24th, Chriftmas-eve : the ambaffae: 
- dor heard divine fervice in the Ruf church, 
The 
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“The asth, the ambaffador, and the whole 
zetinue went to church. 

The Emperor fent Father Fridelly,y ac- 
companied by feveral mandarins, with @ 
‘prefent to his Czarith Majefty, of fix large 
boxes of tiles, made of China-ware, fit for 
fach ftoves as are ufed in Ruffia for warme 
ing rooms. They were very pretty, blue 
and white, and, with due care, may laf for 
ages. 


- January ft, 1721, thé Emperor's gene< 
ral of the artillery, together with Father 
Fridelly, and a gentleman called Stadlin, 
an old German, and a watchmaker, dined 
at the ambaffador’s, He wag by birth a 
Tartar ; and, by his converfation, it appear - 
ed he was by no means ignorant in his 
profeffion, particularly with refpect to the 
various compofitions of gun-powder ufed 
in artificial fire-works. 1 afked him, how 
jong the Chinefe had known the ule of 
gun-powder ? He replied, above two 
* shoufand years, in fire- works, according to 
their 
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their records, but that its application to the 
purpofes of war was only a late introdige 
tion, As the veracity and candour of thie 
gentleman were well known, there was no 
room to queftion the truth of what he ad- 
vanced on.thie fubje&. eet 

The conyerfation then turned on print 
ing. He faid he could not then afcertain 
precifely the antiquity of this invention ; 
but was abfolutely certain it was much an- 
cienter than that of gun-powder. It is to 
be obferved, shat the Chinefe print with 
ftamps, in the manner that cards are made 
in Europe, Indeed, the conneétion between 
flamping and printing is fo clofe and ob- 
vious, that it is furprifing the i ingenious 
Greeks and Romans, fo famous for their 
medals, never difcovered the art of print- 

’ ing. 

On this occafion, Father Hridelly told 
me, that feveral of the miffionaries, who. 
had the good fortune to be in favour with 
the Emperor, had often folicited that Prince 
to become Chriftian, and allow himfelf to 

be 
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' be-beptifed ; but he always excufed him- 
felf, by faying, he worlhipped the fame 
God with che Chriltians 5 and -that fych a_ 
change. of yeligioa..might .occafion fome 
@ibusbance in the empire, which, ‘by: atl 
means he wouid endeaviur to prevent. 
However this be, it is certain that, on 
Chrifimas day, he fent one of his chief eu- 
nuchs to the Italian convent,. with orders 
that prayers fhould be offered for him ; 
which was accordingly done, and the eu- 
nuch remained in church/ all the time of 
divine fervice, 

Next day, the “ambaffador had another 
private audience of the Emperor,sat the 
palace of Tzan thu-yang. The weather 
being very cold, the hall was warmed with 
feveral large chefling d:thes, filled with 
charcoal. We flaid above two hours ; du-- 
ring which time his Majefty talked very 
familiarly, on various fubjects, particularly 
hiftory ; wherein he difcovered. himfelf 
well acquainted with that of. the Holy 
Scriptures, as well as of his own country. 

He 
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This palace occupies a large fpace. of 
ground, encompaffed with an high brick- 
wall. There are feveral ftreets for fervants 
amd officers of the houthold. Many of the 
honfes are high, and covered with yellow 
varnifhed tiles, which appear like gold in 
the fun, Northward from the palace is a 
large canal, of an irregular figure, where 
the imperial family divert themfelves by 
fihing. This canal is artificfal ; and the 
earth dug out of it has raifedan high bank, 
from whence you have a flill view of the, 
city, and the country adjagent, to a confi- 
derable diftance. , This mount rifes to a 
ridge, which is planted with trees, refem= 
bling the witd aad irregular fcenes of na- 
ture that frequently prefent theamfelves in 
this country. The canal and mount are of 
an equal length, which I compute to be a- 
bout an Englifh mile. This muft have 
becn a work of vaft expence and labour ; 
and, it mut be confefled, contributes great- 
ly to the beauty of the place. 


The 
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“Fhe 16th was {pent in receiving vifits 
of compliment from the minifters and offi- 
cers of the court, on occafion of the new 
year, 

Next ‘day, the vifits were feturned b 
Mr Secretary ‘Lange and* Glazun6i in 
name of thé ambaffador. 

The 18th, fome of the retinue, accom= 
panied witha Chinefe friend, went to a 
great market, held in the fuburbs, about a 
mile without the city to the fouth-wedt, 
Here we found a number of toys, and 
things of value, both new and fecond-hand, 
expofed to fale in the open ftreet. 

Near this place flood a magnificent 
temple, the doors of which being open, we 
walked into it, and ‘faw, ftanding at the 
fouth end, a monftrous image, about twen- 
ty-five ‘feet high, carved and gilt, having 
twelve arms and hands, a frightful vilage, 
and great gogeling eyes. By the touch it 
feemed to be made of a kind of plaifter, 
This image is called Fo, which fignifies 
God in the Chinefe languaze, Whilft we 

walked 
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walked about in the temple, many people 
entered, who kneeled and bowed feveral 
times to the image ; after which they re- 
tired, without taking notice of us, or of 
anybody elfe, In all the leffer temples I 
had formerly feen, I found a great number 
of images of inferior deities or reputed 
faints ; but this was occupie by. Fo only, 
without any rival. Sr. 

From the temple we went to a public 
tea-houfe, where we faw many people 
drinking tea and fmoking tobacco, from 
thence to a tavern, where’ we dined ; and, 
in the evening, returned to the city. 

Next day, I was prefent at the reprefen- 
tation of a kind of farce, in the public 
ftreet, not far from our lodgings, There 
were about twenty ftrollers affembled on 
this occafion, who entertained the crowd 
with many legerdemain tricks, and unna- 
tural geftures, The flage was covered 
with filk-ftuf of various colours, 

During the feflival there are many fuch 
flage-plays Perfonmed in all the public’ 
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fireets. You. alfo find often high croffeg 
ereCted, on which are hoifted a number of 
pendants, and ftreamers of party-coloured 
filks, that make a pretty appearance. At 
this feafon all the thops are thut; almoft 


no bufinefs is done ; and the people-go-as ; 


bout, dreffed in their beft cloaths, as on 
holidays in Europe. 
The 2oth, the ambaflador, and ail the 


gentlemen of the retinue, were invited -to 


dine, at a public-houfe in the city, bya 


young Chinefe gentleman: And all of us 
accepted the invitation, except the ambafe 
fador, Our friend was fo polite as to fend 
chairs for his guefts about ten of the clock ; 
and, at eleven, we reacléd the houfe, 
which was the largeft of that fort I ever 
faw, and could eafily contain fix or eight 
hundred people. The roof was fupported 
by two rows of wooden pillars. This ta~ 
vern confifted only of one apartment, great 


part of which was filled with long tables,. 


having benches on each fide for the accom- 
modation of the company, During the 
, time 
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time of dinner we were entertained with 
mufic, and after it, by a company of play~ 
ers maintained by the houfe, who daily act 
Play gona ftage ereted at one fide of the 
room, None but people of fathion come 
to this place. 

When a perfon intends to treat his friends 
at one of thefe houfes, he fends previous 
notice of his defign, with ¢ note of the 
company, and the fum to be laid out on 
each of them: Agreeably to thefe orders, 
things are executed with the greateft punc- 

tality. The expence on ‘each of our com- 
any could not be lefs than three or four 
ounces of filver, as we ftaid the whole day, 
and had a fplendid entertainment, confift-_ 
ing of many courfes and deferts, prepared 
and ferved in the beft fafhion of the coun- 
try. I cannot but obferve on this occafion 
alfo, the order and dexterity with which 
the fervants performed their parts in fuch 
a numerous aflembly. I fhall not pretend 
to give any account of the play, only that 

~ the company feemed highly pleafed; and 
the 
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the performers confifted of both Tnen nas 
women, well dreffed, and of decent beha~ 
viour, 

At feveral tables the people were em- 
ployed in gaming ; fome playing at catda, 
others at dice and draughts, ; 
money among them, though I w: 
ed fome of the Chinefe'play very high, In 
the evening, awe took leave of .our hofpi-- 
table friend, and returned to our lodgings. 

The day following, Father Paranim fent 
us a prefent of a face fturgeon, and fome 
other frefh fith, ,brought from the river. 





Amoor. Thefe can only be carried to, 
fuch a diftance in the coldeft feafon, whey 
they are preferved frefh, by being kepf, 
frozen among the fnow. This method is 
praGifed with fuccefs in northern coun« 
tries ; for, provided the fith is immediate- 
ly expofed to the froft after being caught, 

it may be carried in fnow for many miles, 

almoft as frefh as when taken out of thé? 
water, 
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-The 22d, I went along with our new 
Chinefe friend, named Siafiey, to fee a 
manufa&tory of China-ware, ftanding on 
the bank of the river Yu, about twelve 
En@tith miles eaftward of the city. After 
arriving at the place, we paffed through 
feveral fhades and houfes, where I faw a 
number of people at work. The ovens, 
in particular, feemed very curious. But 
my view was fo curfory and fuperficial, 
that I could form no judgemeny’ of the ma- 
terials, or manner of making thele cleanly 
and beautiful veffels, which ftill remain 
unrivalled by the fimilar productions of 
any other nation, I inquired into the 
truth of the opinion which the Europeans 
entertain, “ that the clay muft lie a cen« 
“tury to digeft before it is fit for ufe ;” 
and was told by a mafter workman, that a 
few months preparation was fufficient. So 
far as I could obferve, they made no fecret 
at this place of what they were employed 
about. 1 was, however,, told, that, to the 
fouth, the Chinefe are more cauticus, and 

carefully 
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-Fhe 2th, chaire were fent from court 
to carry the ambaflador, and gentlemen of 
the retinue ; we arrived there in the eve- 
nings and Jodged in.a houfe near the pa- 
lace.” Near our lodgings was a pretty gar- 
den with a canal, on which was a {mall 
pleafure- boat. In the middle of the canak 
was raifed an artificial moant, planted with 
fome barren trees, in imitation-of nature. 
We afcended by a winding path to the top 
of the mount, from whence we had a fine 
view of all the country around. 
_ The goth, being the firff day of the fef- 

-tival, we-went'to cougt. We were met at 
the gate by the mafter of the ceremonies, 
who conducted us to the bottom of the 
flairs of the great hall, where we took our 
places in the open court-yard,’ among a 
numerous affembly of grandees, whom we 
fgund fisting crofs-legeed or’ their cufhions, 
After waiting about a quarter of an hour, 
his Majclty appeared, and feated himfelf 
upon the throne ; upon which all the com- 


pany ftood, The Chinefe made their 
ga Sue 
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. bows, as is ufual on fuch occafions, but we 
were permitted to make our compliments 
in our own fathion. It feemed fomewhat 
range to a Briton, to fee fome thoufands 
of people upon their knees, and bowing 


their heads ‘to the grouftd, in thoft hiwible” 7 


pofture, to a mortal like themfelves, 


” ‘We were immediately brought into the : 


hall, and the ambaffador was conduéted to 
the throne, in order to congratulate his 
Imperial Majefty on the anniverfary of the 
new year. Our ftation, on this occafion, 
as at the firft audience, was to the right of 
the throne, All the princes, the Empe- 
ror’s fons and grandfons, together, with the 
Tuth du-chan, and fome other perfons of 
high diftin@ion, were placed to the left, 
oppofite to us. As the cuitoms of the Chi- 
nefe are,in many inftances, quite contrary to 
thofe of the Europeans, fo, 1 have been in. 
formed, that, among them, the left hand iz 
the place of greateft honour. After we had 
drunk a dith of tea, the Emperor beckoned 
to the ambaflador to come to him again, 
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and inquired into the cuftoms and ceremo= 
nies at the courts of Europe on feftivals of 
this nature ; adding, at the fame time, ‘‘ he 
-* had been informed, that, after drinking 

¥* the king’s health on fuch occafions, the 

* Europeans broke the glaffes. He ap- 
“ proved, he faid, of the drinking part ; 
“ but did not comprehend the meaning of 
* breaking the glafles ;” and laughed hear- 
tily at the joke. 

The great hall was, by this time, almoft 
full of company ; and a number of people 
of diftinétion ftill remained in the area, who 
could not find room in the hall. 

The entertainment now began to be fer- 
ved up. The victuals were carried about 
in great order, and placed before the com~ 
pany on large tables. All the dithes were 
cold, except thofe fet before his Majefty, 
who fupplied us plentifully with hot pro- 
vifions from the throne. 

Dinner being ended, the {ports were be- 
gun by a company of wreltlers, compoded 
of Chinefe and Tartars. Many of them 

_ were 
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were almoft naked, having no cloaths but 
tight canvafs drawers. They performed 
their parts in the area before the hall, 
When any of them .was feverely bruifed 
by his antagonift, or much hurt by a fall, 
which frequently happgned;- the Emperge, 
fent him’a cordial, and ordered him’ to:'ba~ 
properly taken care of, Someffmes alfo, when © 
he perceived the combatants too eager and 
warm, a fign was given to part them. 
Thefe inftances of humanity were very a~ 
miable in the old monarch, and rendered the 
fight of fuch flrocking, fpe€tacles more to~ 
lerable ; for many of thefe wreftlers recei~ 
ved fuch blows and falls, as were fufficient 
to have knocked the breath out of their 
bodies. . 

To the wreftling fucceeded many other 
games and mock-fights, in which the per- 
formers, armed, fome with lances, others 
with battle-axes, quarter-flaffs, flails, or. 
cudgels, acted their parts with great dex- 

. terity, ; , 
Ther 
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Then appeared two troops of Tartars, 
clothed in coats of tiger-fkins, armed with 
bows and arrows, and mounted on hobby~ 
horfes. At firft, they behaved as enemies ; 
but, after fome tkirmifhes with their ar+ 
rows, the parties were reconciled, and bee 
gan a dance to a difimal tune of vocal and 
‘gnitrumental dfufic. The dance was in= 
terruptcd by a perfon in a frightful mafk, 
of a tall lature, dreffed and mounted like 
the Tartars, who, they faid, reprefented 
the devil. After making feveral unfuccefge 
ful attacks, on the united body of the Tar- 
tars, this formidable hero was at length 
killed by an arrow, and carried off in trie 
umph. During the dance, each Tartar had 
a fmall befket in one hand, and an arrow 
in the other, wherewith they fcraped on 
the bafker, keeping time to the mufic 
This {craping founded a little harfh to an 
Jtalian ear ; for 1 could obferve Signor 
Mezzobaiba and bis retinue fmiling at the 
performance, 


While 
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While the Tartars performed in. the 
court, one of the Emperor’s fons, a prince 
of about twenty years of age, danced alone 
in the hall, and attraQed the eyes of the 
whole company. His motions were at 
firft very flaw, fo that. he feemed:fearcely: 
to move at all; but afterwards became 
more brifk and lively. The Emperor was 
chearful, and feemed well pleafed with the 
different performers ; but pardcularly with 
an old Tartar, who played ona chime of 
little bells, with two hort ivory rods. The 
infruments of mufic were very various, 
and ail tuned to the Chinefe tafte. The 
Emperor told the ambaflador, that he knew 
wel. their mufic would not pleafe an Ku- 
ropean ear, but that every nation liked 
their own beft. 

The dancing being over, there was hoift- 
ed up a large veffel, refembling a tub, be= 
tween two polts erected in the area for that 
‘purpole. In the vellel were placed three boys, 
who performed many dexterous tricks, 
both in the veffel and on the polts, too te- 
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disus to meition! ‘By this time the 
was fét, and the company were foon’ ‘after 
dilmiffed for the night, 

-_. Next’ ‘day? ee “were renewed. 
We did not, however, go to court t Before 
the evening, becaufe the fire- works would 
nat begin tll the {un was fet, On our ar~ 
rival, we were conducted throw 
den, weftward from the palace, i in the mid- 
dle of which ftood a large building, with 
covered galleries all around. Before the 
houfe was a canal, having over it a draw- 
bridge. We took our places on the-gravel. 
walk, juft under the gallery, where tht 
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Emperor fat: with hist wives and family. 
Hard by us was the Kutuchtu in his tent5 
having one of his lamas ftanding at the 
door." This prie&t never ance appeared 
out of his tent during the whole fhow. 
All the grandees and “ficers of ftate' were 
feated on their ctfhioas along the bank of 
the canal. ‘The machinery for the fire- 
works was placed on the other fide of the 


canal ; 





canal “ai nobody, was: epeeaael to go 
thither? except the ‘people who “mranaged 
it, 

About five of she clock a fignal was gix 
ven for beginning. to play. of abe fire-" 
works, PY onockat tei fly feet the-gallery 
where the Emperot fat ; ‘and, mtneapage. 
of a few minutes, many thoufand lanternig 





were lighted. Thefe lanterns were made 
of paper of different colours, red, blue, 
green, and yellow, and hung on pofts a- 
bout fix feet high, feattered over all the ' 
garden ; ; which ,exhibited a very pleafant 
profpect, to the eye. ; 
Another fignal was then given, for ply 
ing off the rockets. . They fprung | ups 3s 
to a prodigious height, and fe down in 
figures of ftars, difplaying a great variety 
of beaptiful colours. The -rockets were. 





oe with what I fhall call crack~ 
, for want of a, more proper name. 

sick explofion tefembled the repo 
many great guns, fired at. certain. intervals, 
and exhibited a view of many charming 
colduirs, 


colouts, and forms of five = Thee, Cwith-a 


few fire- works of different kinds iareunixe 
ed,.continued for the {pace of three hours. . 

“Oppofite to- thé gallevy where the Em- 
peror fat was fufpended a large round -vef= 
fel, about twenty feet in diameter, between 
two polls about thirty feet high. A rocket 
fent from the gallery lighted a match, 
hanging from the veffel, which immediate- 
ly caufed the bottom of it to drop down 
with a loud noife. Then fell out a lettice, . 
or grate-work, all on fire, and hung bes 

tween the veffel and the-ground, burning 
furléafly, in. varions-colours. This conti- 
nued for ten minutes, and really-exhibited _ 
a moft curious fight. It feems this lettice-. 
work was compofed of materials that im~= 
mediately kindled, on being expofed to the 

air; for no perfon was feen near.the ma- 
ching . 

The grate- work being extinguithed, there. 
appeared a lighted match, hanging from 
the middle of the veile!, and burning up to 
in, As pion as the fire reached the veffel, 


a. 
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thirty~fair ‘paper-lantetns, of various co- 
lours, dropped from it, and hung, in a 
ftraight line, below one another, between 
it and the ground; which immediately 
catched fire of. themfelves, and formed a 
beautiful and well ‘proportioned ‘colummn6f 
parti-coloured light. After this fell out.a~ 
bout ten or twelve pillars of the fime form, 
but of a leffer fize ; thefe aifo took fire ag 
faon as they dropped. This fcene conti- 
nued till the number of one thoufand lan-’ 
terns fell from the veffel, which diminithed . 
every time, till the laft were very fmall. I 
muft confets this prefeited a delightful ob ; 
je& to the fpeGators, . : 
" [could not help being furprifed at the 
ingenuity of the artift, in crowding ‘uch a 
number ‘of, lanterns into fo finall and fimple 
a machine as this feen.ed to be; and, at 
the fame time, with fo much order. that all 
_ of then dropped and kind-ed of themfelves, 
with equal regularity, as if he had let them 
fall from his hand; for not @¥en ‘one of 
them was extinguifhed*by’ accident, or, ia 
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the leaft entangled by ariother...; This, con= 
cluded the firft day’s entertainment, . - . 

The 31ft, in the.evening,.we returned to 

court, where ~was. opened a.new feene of 
firé-works, which continued, with. great 
variety, till ten o’clock at night. 

The 1ft of February, we went again: to 
court, where the fire-works were refumed 
in many different well executed defigns. 
‘What pleafed me moft, was a {mall mount, 

raifed in the middle of the garden, from 
which fprung a ftream of white and blue 
fire, in imitation of water: The top of the 
mount contained 4 cavity,,in fhape of a 
large urn, from which the fire rofe toa 
prodigious height. ; 

Oppofite to the gallery, where the, Em- 
peror fat, were erected three largé frames, 
about thirty feet high each. On one was 
a. monftrous figure of a dragon ; on the fe- 
cond a'man on horfeback ; and the third. 
reprefented an elephant, with a human fie 
gure on histback. All thefe were compo~ 
fahof a deep blue fire, and were interyo- 


wen 


WE POE N 


vetfiwith vines and grapes, hanging about 
‘on all fides, of white, red, and blue fire. 

' ‘Befides thefe, there were exhibited, on 
this occafion, many other ingenious defigns - 
of fire-works, which far furpaffed any | 
thing of the-Eind I ever faw, though ‘hive’ 
been prefent at performances of this nature 
exhibited at St Peterfburgh by the beft ar= 
tifts in Europe. Befides the art difplayed 
in the contrivance and figure, thefe works 
furniffted, in particular, a wonderful vari- 
- ety of moft beautiful colours, far exceed- 

ing my ability to defcribe, I muft con- 

fefs they far outdid my expectations, and 
even common fame, which feldom iad 
things of this nature. 

The following day, the ede gave 
the ambaffador a private audience, and-in~ 
quired *how*he liked the diverfions and 
fire-works, On this occafion, the Empe-~ 
ror ‘repeated what has been already obfera. 
ved concerning the antiquity’ of illuminae 
tions compofed of gun-powder 3 and add- 
.edg that, although fire-works had been 
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known in China for more than two thoue 
fand years, he himfelf had made many ime 
provements upon them, and brought them 
to their prefent perfeiion. 

The 3d, we returned to the city, ina 
cold frofty day, and the wind at north- 
weft, We found the rejoicings fill going 
on at Pekin ; for fteges were erected, and 
plays reprefented, in all the principal ftreets 
through whith we paffed, 

The affairs relating to the embafly being 
nearly finifhed,, we began’ now to prepare | 
for our journey to the weitward, which 
was to take place as foon as the extremity 
of the cold was abated. - 

The gth, three miffionaries, Paranim, 
Demail, and Moran, came to pay their re- 
fpeéts to the ambaffudor, and beg the fa» 
vour of him, that Signor Nicolai, one of 
their fociety, might be permitted to accom- 
pany htm in his journey to Europe, which 
was granted, provided it was agreeable to 
the timperor, ‘The reafon of this requeft 
was fuppoled to be, that Signor Mezzobar- 

: a 
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ba having returned to Rome without ac- 
complifhing the ends of his embafly, the 
Emperor, who favoured the caufe of the Je- 
fuits, had concerted with them to fend Ni« 
colai to the court of room, in order to re« 
prefent the ftate of this affair before Mez« 
zobarba could arrive. 

Next day, the Emperor fent three off 
cers with prefents to his Czarith Majefly ; 
the chief of which were, tapiftry for two 
rooms, neatly wrought on a rich filk ftuff; 
a fet of {mall enamelled gold cups ; fome 
Japanned cups, fet with mother of pearl ; 
three flower-picces, curioully embroidered 
on taffety 3 two chefts of rockets, prepared 
in the Chinefe fathion ; about twenty or 
thirty pieces of filk, in moft of which was 
.interwoven the dragon with five claws ; 
a parcel of different forts of curious fans 
for ladies ; alfo, a box containing fome 
rolls of white Chinefe paper, the ‘theets of 
which were of a fize much larger than 
common ; befides feveral other toys, fcarce 
worth mentioning. From thefe pazticulars 
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it appears, that thefe two mighty monarchs 
were not very lavith in their prefents to 
each other, preferring curiofities to things 
of.real value. - ; 

The rith, feveral officers came from 
court with prefents to the ambaffudor, and 
every perfon of the retinue, correfponding | 
to their different ftations and charaters ; 
and, fo minutely and exactly was this mat- 
ter managed, that even the meaneft of our. 
fervants was not neglected. The prefents, 
confiling of a complete Chinefe drefa, 
fome pieces of damafks,*and other ftuffs, 
were, indeed, of no great value. They 
were, however, carried along the ftreets, 
wrapped up in yellow filk, with the ufual 
parade of things belonging to the court ; 
a circumftance which is reckoned one of 
the greateft honours that can be conferred 
on a foreign minifter. 

Next day, the Emperor fent to afk the 
ambaflader, whether he inclined to accom= 
pany him to a hunting-matcbh, in a foreft 

not 
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not far diftant from Pekin ; to which his 
Excellency readily agreed. 

The 13th, L dined with one of my Chi- 
nefe friends, culled Fangfung. Jn going 
thither, | met in the flreet two men riding 
upon affes, with their fervants leading them 
by the bridle. I foon perceived they were 
Kawlees ; which is the name given by the 
Chinefe and Vartars, to the people of Ko- 
yea, whom | have mentioned above 

The 14th, the weather was very fine 
and warm. 

The isth, wewent to a fair in the fub= 
urbs, which is held the firlt day of every 
new moon, where we tound many things 
expoted to fale, not commonly tound in 
fhops. 

The 16th, the weather being favour- 
able, [ took a ride round the walls of the 
city ; which i performed, at an eafy. trot, 
in the fpace of four hours 3 whereby the 
compals of Pekin may be nearly compu- 
ted. The fuburbs, efpecially to the eaft 
aud fouth, are very extenfive, and, in ma~ 


ny 


ny places of them, the buildings are equal 
to thofe within the walls. 

The 17th, being now on the point of 
our departure, in order to make the moft 
of the fhort time we had to flay, I rode 
about twelve miles eaflward from Pekin, 
accompanied with a Chinefe friend, to the 
banks of the river, which I found crowded 
with a number of barks, of different fizes, 
which are conftantly employed in carrying 
provifions, and other ftores, to the city, 
from diftant parts of the country. I faw 
many veflels failing down’ the ftream, to- 
wards the fouth-eaft.. And I was inform- 
ed there are nine thoufand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine veflels, conttantly employ- 
ed on this river ; but why confined to fuch 
an odd number,’ I could neither learn nor 
comprehend. During a month, or fix 
weeks, in winter, this river is frozen over; 
at which feafon, provifions are conveyed 
by land-carriage, or along the ice. 

On this occafion alfo I vifited the China 
ssanufactory, in order to try whether I 

could 
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could learn any thing of that curious art. 
But, though the. people were very com- 
plaifant, and fhowed me every thing I de- 
fired them, I returned as ignorant as 1 went 
thither ; and I am perfuaded, that, before 
a perfon.can get any kaowledge of -the.ate 
fair, he muft be bred a potter, »and have 
time to infpeét its whole progrefs; of 
which thefe. people feem to make no fe- 
cret. . 

The fields along the banks of the: river 
are well cultivated, producing fine wheat, 
and other forts of grain. I faw alfo great 
plantations of tobacco, which they call 
tharr, and which yields very confiderable 
profits, as it is univerfally ufed in fmoking, 
by perfons of all ranks, of both fexes, in 
China; and, befides, great quantities are 
fent to the Mongalls, who prefer the Chi= 
nefe manner of preparing it before every 
other. They make it into a grofs powder, 
like faw-duft, which they keep in a fmall 
bag, and fill their little brafe pipes out of 
it, without touching the tobacco with their 

fingers, 
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fingers. The {moke is very mild, and has 
quite a different {mell from ours. It is re= 
ported the Chinefe have had the ufe of to- 
‘bacco for many ages. 

» Lobferved, that, int cold weather, the 
Chinefe chewed a kind of nut, about the 
,bignefs of a nutmeg, which they called 
beetle ; it is of an aRtringent quality, 
They fay, it both keeps them warm, and 
cleans their teeth. 

Next day was {pent in preparing for our 
journey. 

On the 18th, all our gentlemen dined 
with my Chinefe friend, named Siaficy, 
where we met with a friendly reception, 
and a fumptuous feaft. After dinner, our 
hofpitable landlord put about his cups very 
freely. At laft, he took me by the hand, and 

‘defired I would let the ambaffador return 
and remain with him ; and he would give 
me iiy choice of which of his wives or 
daughters f liked beft. 1 could not but 
Teturn my friend hearty thanks for his o- 
, bliging 
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bliging offer, which, however, I thoughe 
it not proper to accept. 

Next day, I went to fee the market 
where provifions were fold, It was a fpa~ : 
cious oblong, fpread with gravel, very neat 
and cleai. The butchers had their ‘Prope 
in a thade, running quite round the place, . 
I faw little beef, but a great deal of mutton, 
In the middle was great fore of poultry, 
wild-fowl, and venifon ; but, what furprifed 
me not a little, was to find about a’ dow 
zen of dead badgers expofed to fale. The 
Chinefe, it feeins, are very fond of thefe a- 
nimals, which are accounted unclean in o« 
ther parts of the world. All the Chinefe 
merchants have the art of expofing their 
goods to fale, dreffed up in the moft ad- 
Vantageous manner ; and, even in purcha= 
fing any trifling thing, whatever the cafe 
be that holds it, it is half the coft, and of 
ten excecds it in value, 

The 21ft, being the day appointed for 
hunting with the Emperor, at one of the 
clock in the morning, horfes were brought 
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to our lodgings, for the ambaffador, and 
thofe who attended him. We immediately 
mounted, and, after riding about fix miles, 
_ to the fouth-welt of the city, at break of 
day we reached the gates of the park called 
Chayza, where we were received by an 
_ officer, and conduéted through the foreft 
to a fummer-houfe, about a mile from the 
gate, in which the Emperor had flept the 
preceding night, This was a fmall but 
neat building, having a double row of gal- 
leries, open to the foreft on all fides, and 
an avenue leading to ir from the gate, 
planted with feveral rows of trees. At 
fome diftance from the houfe, we dif- 
" mounted, and were met by the mafter of 
the ceremonies, who conducted us into a 
gallery. As foon as we entered, the good 
old Emperor, who had rifen long before 
our arrival, fent one of his eunnchs to fa» 
lute the ambaffador, and ordered us tea and 
other victuals. On the fouth fide of the 
houfe is a canal, filled with clear water, 
and feveral large fith-ponds, which make 
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a great addition to the beauties of this 
charming place. At a convenient diftance 
from the houfe, flood about a thouland 
tents, where the courtiers and grauJees had 
lodged the night before. Breakfaft being , 
over, the Emperor... who. was very. fi 9. 
arms, fen to defire a fight of the ei 
dor’s fowling- piece, He returned it, with 
feveral of his own to be fhown us. They 
had all match locks. The Chinefe are pol- 
feffed with a notion, ihat flints, in their 
climate, acquire a moiflure which hinders. 
their firing. But, as tar as 1 could pere 
ceive, the air had little cffect upon our 
flints. ee 
A fignal was then given that the Empe- 
ror was coming 3 upon which all the great 
men drew up in lines, from the bottom of 
the ftairs to the road leading to the foreft, 
all on foot, dreffed in their hunting ha= 
bits, the fame with thofe ufed by the offi-.. 
cers and cavalry of the army, whea in the ~ 
field, and armed with bows and arrows, 
We had a proper place alficned us, and— 
Vor. I. N made 
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made.our bows to his Majefty; who re« 
turned a gracious {mile, with figns to fol- 
low him. _ He was feated crofs-legged, in 
an gpen_machine; carried by four men, 
wth long poles refted on their fhoulders. 
Before him lay a fowling- piece, a bow, 
and fheaf of arrows. ‘This has been his 
hunting equipage for fome years, fince he 
left off riding ; but, in his youth, he went 
ufually, every fummer, feveral days jour- 
ney without the long wall, and carried a- 
Jong with him all the princes his fons, and: 
many perfons of diftin@ion, to the num- 
ber frequently of fome thoufands, in order 
to- hunt in the woods and deferts ; where. 
he continued for the {pace of ‘two or three 
months. Their provifions were reftricted 
-to bare neceffaries, and often-to what they 
caught in the woods of Tartary. This” 
picce of policy he pradtifed chiefly with a 
view to harden the officers of his ‘army, 
and prevent their falling into idlénefs and 
:effeminacy among the Chineie, and, at the 
«fame time, to fet a good example of the 
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aufterities he recommended, by living on 
the fame hard fare he prefcribed to others. 
As foon as the Emperor had pafled, the 


company mounted and followed him, at .: 


fome diftance, till we came into the Spee 


foreft, where-ait-foriited into: a-feni 





in the centre of which was the Empefor, 


having on his left hand about eight or ten 
of his fons and grandfons, and the ambafla= 
dor on his right, about fifty paces diftant 3 
clofe by him were the mafter of the chace, 
with fome grey-hounds, and the grand fal« 
coner with his hawks. I could not but 
admire the beauty of thefe fine birds. Ma+ 
ny of them were as white as doves, ha« 
ving one or two biack feathers in their 
wings or tails, They are brought from 
Siberia, or places to the north of the river 
Amoor, 

’ Our wings being extended, there were 


many hares ftarted, which the company . 
endeavoured to drive towards the Emperar; 


who killed many of them -with-arrows ag 
Abey palled ; thee he mifled, he made a 
fign 





figh to fome of the princes to seeeaks 
alfo killed feveral of them with arrows ; 
but no other perfon was permitted to draw 
a bow, or: Rit from the line, The fame 
wales of hunting | formerly obferved are 
practifed by the Mongalls. 

From the open field, we continued our 
route weltward, to a place among thic- 
kets and tall reeds, where we fprung a 
number of pheafants, partridges, and quails, 
His Majefty then laid afide his bow and 
arrows, and carried a hawk on his hand, 
which he flew as occafi¢n offered. The 
hawks generally raked in. the pheafants 
while flying; but, if they took the reeds 
or buihes, they toon caught them, 

. After proceeding about two. or three 
miles farther into the foreft, we came to a 
tgll wood, where we found feveral forts of 
deer, The young men went in and beat 
the woods, whilft the reft of the company 
remained without, We faw much game 
pafs us; but nobody drew a bow till the 
“Mappsror had killed a flag, which he did 


very 





very” dexteroully, with a broad-headed 
arrow, after which the princes had leave 


to kill feveral bucks ; among which wag 
one of that fpecies that bears the mufk, 
called kaberda in Siberia, of. which,,.£ 
have-forme ~dekeriptiar: x 
Chinefe’ maufk “Ge ftronger, and theres 
fore preferable to tuat from northera: 
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arts. 
: We had now -been fix hours on horfes 
back, and, [ reckon, had travelled about fifu 
_ teen Englith miles, but no end of the foe 
reft yet appeared. We turned fhort from, 
this wood fouthwards, till, coming to fome 
marfhes, overgrown with tall reeds," we 
roufed a great many wild boars; but, a 
it was not the feafon for killing ciehp ae 
all efcaped. The hunting thefe fierce ania 
mals is reckoned the moft’ dangerous of alk 
kinds of fport, except the chace of liong 
and tigers, Every one endeavoured to an 
void them ; and feveral of them rin fork: 
oufly through the thickeft troops of horfes 
‘The Emperor was fo cautious as to have a 
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coftpany of men, armed with lances, to 
guard his machine. : 

We continued the fport till about four 
_Sialogks sehen we came to 4 high artificial 
“ggount, of a {quare figure, raifed in.the 

“middie of a plain, on the top of which 
were pitched about ten or twelve tents, for 
the imperial family. This mount had fe- 

veral_ winding ‘paths leading to the top, 
- planted pn each fide with: rows of trees, in 
jmitation of nature. To the fouth was a 
_Jarge bafon of water, with a boat upon it 5 
‘ from: whence, I fuppofe, the earth has been 
‘taken that formed this mount, At fome 
diftance from the mount, tents were erect- 
ed for the people of diftinction, and officers 
of the court. About two hundred yards 
> from it, we were lodged in fome clean huts, 
sovered 3 with reeds. The Emperor, from 
his fituation, had a view of all the tents, 
and a great way farther into the forett. 
The whole fcene made a very pretty ape 
b.. pearance. 
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As foon as we alighted, the mafter of 
the ceremonies was fent by the kmperor to 
afk the ambaffador how he liked their man» 
ner of hunting. He made a fuitable ‘re+ 


turn, acknowledging, at the fame time, the 
great honour, done hima on this-pccafion. : 

’ The Emperor then fent us great pler 
of dreffed provifions of all kinds; andthe 
officer. who brought them pointed out fe« 
veral difhes, which his Majefty fent from 
his own table, confifting of mutton, venie . 
fon, pheafants, and other forts of wild 
fowl, , 

After dinner, the Emperor fent two of 
his chief eunuchs to compliment the am- 
baffador, and inform him, that he intended © 
to entertain him with the baiting of three 








tigers, which had been kept fome time, 
cooped up in a ftrong .grate-work, for that 
purpefe, The hill where the Emperor’s 
tent flood was furrounded with feveral .. 
ranks of guards, armed with long fpe; : 
A guard alfo was placed before she ambak * 
fador’s, and the reft of the tents. to fecure 
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the whole encampment from the rary of 
thefe fierce animals. The firft was ler out 
by a perfon mounted on a fleet horfe, who 
opencd the door of the coop by means of 
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Yet his cage, and feemed much pleafed to 
find himlelf at liberty. The horfeman rode 
off-at full {peed, while the tiger was roll- 
ing himfelf upon the grafs. At laft he rofe, 
and growled, and walked about. The Em- 
peror fired twice at him with bullete ; but; 
the diftance being confiderab'é, miffed him, 
though the pieces were well pointed, Up- 
which his Majefty. fent to thé ambaffa= 
“tot try his piece upon him ; which 





dor, 


. being charged with a fingle ball, he walke 


Mhe cicuture rolling upen the grafs like the 


ed towards the animal, accompanied by 
ten men, armed with fpears, in cafe of ac~ 
‘cidents; ull, being at a convenient difiance, 
he took his aim, and killed him on the. 


fpot. 


The fecond was let out in the fame man= 
ner. The horfeman. retiring a little, left 


firft, ; 
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firft: He then returned, and fhot at him 

_ with a blunted arrow ; which roufed the 
animal to fuch*a pitch, and made him pur- 
fue fo clofely, that the horfeman narrowly 
efcaped within the ranks, where the furi- 
ous tiger, endeavouring -to leap- over:the 
men’s heads, was killed at the foot of the 
mount. 

The third, as foon as he was fet at liberty, 
run dire€tly towards the Emperor’s tent, and 
was in like manner killed with the fpears, 
A man muft be well mounted and armed 
who hunts thisskind of animals in the 
woods ; where they muft be much flrong. 
er and {wifter than thefe we faw, which 
had been confined for many months, and 
whofe limbs, by want of exercife, were 
become ftiff and uawicldy ; but, notwith- 
ftanding this difadvantage, the courage and 
nimblenefS. even of thefe animals was very 


furprifing, I have feen four forts of them,- 


the tiger, panther, leopard, and” Jynx, 
_ which are all very fierce’; but the firft ig 


the large® and flronzef. 
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“The Emperor in his youth was very fond 
of hunting thefe creatures in the woods: of 
Tartary ; but now he confines himfelf with- 
in the imite-of- the foreft;~where there is 
game fufficient to gratify any fportfman. 

The killing of the tigers finithed the di- 
verfion of the day ; after which we retired 
to our huts, where we were entertained’ 
with a plentiful fupper fent us by the Em- 
peror. After fupper, an officer was fent 
from his Majefty to the ambaflador, who 
brought the tiger’s fkin he had thor, telling 
him, that, by the laws of‘hunting, he had 
aright to it, 

Next morning, the fport was’ refumed, 
and varied little from that of the preceding 
day. About three o'clock afternoon we 
came to another fummer-houfe in the mid- 
die of the foreft, where the Empcror lodg- 
ed the following night, while we lay in a 
{mall neat temple in the neighbourhood, 
and were entertained by his Majefty in the 
fame manner as before. 

; The 
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The 234, about eight of the clock in the 
morning, the mafter of the ceremonies 
waited on the ambaffador, in order to con- 
" dué&t him into his Majefty’s prefence to re« 

ceive his audience of leave. The Emperor. 
received -bim-in 2 moft- friendly manner in 
his bed-chamber. Ffe repeated his affu- 
rances of the great friendfhip he entertain« 
ed for his Czarith Majefty, and expreffed 
great refpect for the perfonal merit of the 
ambaflador. After which the ambaflfador 
took leave, and we returned to our lodg- 
ings in the city. 
I thall only obferve further, that this fo- 
reft is really a moft delightful place, is well 
‘ftored with varicty of game, and is of great 
extent, as will eafily be conceived from the 
account I have given of our two days 
hunting. It is all inclofed with a high 
wall of brick. The value of this park, fo 
near the capital, fhows the magnificence of 
this powerful monarch. ; 
The 24th, the ambaflador was invited, 
by the prefident of the college cf mathe- 
: matics, 
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matics, to fee the obfervatory, which is fi- 
tuated immediately within the eaft wall, 
and commands an extenfive profpect. The 
building is not magnificent, but is furnifh- 
ed with a fine armillary fphere, globes; te- 
Jefcopes, an orrery in good order, and o# 
ther mathematical inftruments of the beft 
European workmanfhip. This college was 
erected by the prefent Empéror, who {pares 
no coft to bring it to perfection; and the 
meaneft of his fubje@ts, who difcover a ge- 
nius for fcience, or any ufeful art, are fure 

. to mect with due encouragement... 
The Chinefe are indebted to the prefent 
Emperor for what progrefs they have made 
in aflronomy. He chiefly promoted this 
fludy by countenancing the Jefuits and o- 
ther miffionaries ; for I have been inform- 
ed that, before their arrival in this cour 
try, the inhabitants could fearcely calculate 
an eclipfe. The Chinefe, it is indeed pre- 
tended, underftood aftronomy previous to 
that period ; but the knowledge of it was 
in 
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in a great meafure loft during the many fa- 
tal revolutions of the empire. oy 

From the obfervatory we afcended, bya 
broad rifing paflage, to the top of the citys 
wall, where we faw about fifteen horfemen 
riding theie.rounds, “which-we -weretoh 
they performed day*and night at ftated 
times. The wall is built of brick, and is 
about twenty-five or thirty feet high, ha- 
ving embrafures and {quare towers at equal 
diftances, and a wide deep ditch, which 
may be filled with water at pleafure. On 
the top of the wall there isa pleafant walk, 
broad enough for fifteen horfemen to ride 
a-breaft. I fuppofe the whole is, perhaps, 
not compofed of folid bricks, but the mid« 
‘ dle filled up with earth.and rubbith. 

The 25th, we went to all the three con- 
“vents, and took leave of our friends the 

miffionaries, 

The 26th, the ambaflador went to the 
tribunal for foreign affairs, and receivéd.a 
letter from the Emperor to Mf Czarith Ma- 
jefty. On this occafion the prefident ac- 

quainted 
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quatited his Excellency, that he mutt ‘con- 
fider this letter as a fingular mark of fa- 
vour to his mafter, as their Emperors were 
not in ule te write letters of compliment 
to any prince ; or, indeed, to write letters 
of any kind, except thofe which contained 
their orders to their fubjeéts ; antl that the 
Emperor difpenfed with fo material a cuf- 
tom, only to teftify his refpect for his 
Czarith Majefty. 

The original of this letter was in the 
Chinefe language, and a copy of it in the 
Mongalian. it was folded up ina long 
roll, according to the cuftom in China, and 
wrapped ina piece of yellow filk, which 
was tied to a man’s arm, and carried in 
proceffion before the ambaffador. All per- 
fons on horfeback whom we met difmount- 
ed, and ftood till we had paffed them, Such 
veneration do thefe people pay to every 
thing belonging to the Emperor. 

The fame day, the ambaflador had_a vi- 
fit from a young gentleman, a defcendent 
of the famous Chinefe philofopher Confu~- 


cus. 
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cius, whofe memory and works are greatly 

refpected in China. From what I could 

learn of this eminent philofopher, he ap- 

pears to have been a perfon of extraordi- 

nary parts, extenfive knowledge, and exem~_ 
plary_virtus, Qn. -account.. of, fuch Tate: 

qualities, his fanhily is fill honoured and 

efteemed even by the Emperor himfelf, 
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“CHAP. XI 


Some account of the prefent Emperor 
of China, the Chinefe Wall, &c. 


EFORE we leave China, I thall make 

"a few general remarks on the people — 
and country, drawn from the beft infor 
mation I could procure; and fhall begin 
with the long wall. 

The long, or endlefs wall, as it is com- 
monly called, encompaffes all the north 
and weft parts of China, It was built, a- 
bout fix hundred years ago, by one of the 
Emperors, to prevent the frequent incur- 


fions of the Mongalls, and other weftern 
.Tartars, 
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Tartars, who made a practice of affembling 
numerous troops of horfe, and invading 
the country in different places. The Chi- 
nefe frontiers were too extenfive to be 
guarded againft fuch bold and numerous’ 
enemies, who, after plundering and de- 
firoying a wealthy country, returned to 
their own, loaded with {poils. 

The Chinele finding all precautions in- 
effetual to put a flop to the inroads of 
fuch barbarians, at laft refolved to build 
this famous wall. It begins in the pro- 
vince of Leotongs at the bottom of the bay 
of Nankin, and proceeds acrofs rivers, and 
over the tops of the higheft mountains, 
without interruption, keeping nearly along ‘ 
the circular ridge of barren rocks that fur- 
round the country to the north and weft j 
and, after running fouthwards about 
twelve hundred Englifh miles, ends in 
impaffable mountains and fandy deferts, 

The foundation confifts of large blocks 
of fquare ftones laid in mortar ; but the 
refit of the wall is built of brick, The 
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whole is fo ftrong and well built as to need 
almoft no repair, and in fuch a dry cli 
mate may remain in this condition for ma- 
ny ages. Its heighth and breadth are not . 
equal in every place ; nor, indeed, is it ne- 
ceflary they fhould. When carried over 
ficep rocks where no horfe can pafs, it is 
about fifteen or twenty feet high, and 
broad in proportion ; but, when running 
through a valley, or crofling a tiver, there 
you fee a flrong wall, about thirty feet 
high, with {quare towers, at the diftance 
of a bow-fhot from one another, and em- 
brafures at equal diftances. ‘The top of 
the wall is flat, and paved with broad 
free-ftone ; aud where it rifes over a rock, 
or any eminenice, you afcend by a fine ealy 
ftone flair. 

The bridges over rivers and torrents are 
exceedingly neat, being both well contri- 
ved and executed. They havetwo ftoreys 
of arches, one above another, to afford fuf- 
ficient paflage for the waters on fudden 
rains and floods, 


This 
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This wall was begun and completely fi~ 
‘nithed in the fpace of five years; every 
fixth man in China being obliged to work 


himfelf, or find another in his ftead. It is * 


*yeported, the labourers ftood fo clofe, for 
many miles diftance, as to hand the mate- 


rials from one to another. This I am the, 


more inclined to believe, as the rugged 
rocks would prevent all ufc of carriages ; 
nor could clay, for making bricks or ce- 
ment of any kind, be found among them. 

The building of this wall, however, was 
not the only burden the Chinefe fupported 
on this occafion. They were allo obliged 
to keep a numerous army in the field to 
guard the paffes of the mountains, and fe- 
cure the labourers from being interrupted 
by their watchful enemies the Tartars, who 
all the while were not idle fpe€tators. 

I am of opinion, that no nation in the 
world was able for fuch an undertaking 
except the Chinefe: For, though fome o- 
ther kingdom might have furnithed a fuffi- 
cient number of workeagu for fach an en- 
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terprife, none but the ingenious, fober, and 
parfimonious Chinefe could have preferved 
order amidft fuch multitudes, or patiently 
fubmitted to the hardfhips attending fuch 
alabour. This furprifing piece of work,* 
if not the greateft, may juftly be reckoned 
among the wonders of the world. And 
the Emperor, who planned and completed 
it, deferves fame, as much fuperior to his 
who built the famous Egyptian pyramids, 
as a performance of real ufe excels a work 
of vanity. 

Befides the main wall,.there are feveral 
femicircular walls, which have the long 
wall for their diameter, at the places leaft 
fortified by nature, and at the open pafles 
of the mountains, Thefe are ftrongly 
built, of the fame materials and architec 
ture with the long wall, and are of confi- 
derable extent, fometimes on one fide of 
the main wall, and fometimes on the other, 
In thefe walls are ftrong gates, conftantly 
defended by a numerous guard. They are 
intended to prevent a furprife, and ftop 

fudden 
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fudden irruptions of the enemy. Even 
thefe leffer bulwarks feem works of great 
expence and labour, but nothing in com- 
parifon with the long wall, : 
After the Chinefe had finithed their 
wall, they’had refpite for a ‘confiderahle 
time from the invafions of their enemies, 
reaping the fruits of their labour in peace 
and quietnels. IIowever, about five hun- 
dred years ago, the weftern Tartars found 
means to get through the wall, and, with 
a powerful army of horfe, entered the 
country, carrying terror along with them 
wherever they went. They at laft became 
mafters of the greateft part of China, and 
kept pofleffion of it for many years, till 
the Chinefe, exafperated by their tyranny, 
took advantage of their negligence, and 
drove them back with difgrace to their an- 
cient habitations in the deferts. The Chi- 
nefe now began to re-eftablith their former 
government, to rectify diforders, and re- 
pair defolations made by the Tartars. From 
this time they enjoyed long peace, till the 
fatal 
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fatal year one thoufand fix hundred and 
forty, when the Mantzur Tartars cofquer= 
ed the whole empire of China; which 
conqueft they retain to this day, and, by 
their prudent management and mild go- 
vernment, feem in a fair way to keep it. 

I thall briefly relate in what manner this 
ftrange revolution was brought about by 
{o {mall a nation as the Mantzurs ; a people 
whom the Chinefe defpifed, and who bear 
no greater proportion to the Chinefe than 
the inhabitants of Wales to the reft of 
Great Britain. . 

It happened, during a time of profound 
peace, that a certain prince of Mantzur, 
going to fetch his bride, from a place bor- 
dering on the province of Leotong, was, 
without provocation, attacked by a party 
of Chinefe and flain, with moft of his at- 
tendants, againft all laws of juftice and 
good neighbourhood. 

The Tartars, though highly exafperated, 
behaved with uncommon moderation on 
~ this occafion, Before proceeding to make 
reprifals, 
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reprifals, or taking any ftep whatever with 
that vicw, they fent ambafladors to the 
court of Pekin, demanding fatisfa@ion for 
the outrage committed upon one of their 
princes. The incomplaints were neglected, 
and the matter, under various pretences, 
delayed, from time to time, till the Tartars, 
lofing all patience, and pofitively infifting 

- on an anfwer to their demands, were af= 
fronted, and contemptuoully difmiffed by 
the Chinefe miniftry, to whom the Empe- 
ror had referred them. This treatment 
highly enraged the whole race of the. Tar- 
tars, who immediately vowed revenge ; 
and having got an army together, entered 
the province of Leotong, which lies with- 
out the wall, wafting all with fire and 
fword. 

Befides this war with the Tartars, feve- 
ral other circumftances concurred to bring 
about a revolution in the empire ; for at 
the fame time there happened a great in- 
{urreétion in China, which at laft became 
general. The rebels were commanded by 


one 
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one-named Li, who, after having defeated 
the imperial army fent to oppofe him, in- 
vefted and took Pekin itfelf. And the Em- 
peror, rather. than fall. into the hands of 
his furious fubjetts, firft hanged his daugh- 
ter, and then himfelf, on a tree in his own 
garden, 

The Emperor’s general, Ufangue, {till 
kept the field with the fmall remains of his 
troops, but altogether unable to refift the 
powerful army of the rebels. He there- 
fore retired northwards ; and all hopes of 
fuccefs being loft, came fo a refolution of 
calling in the Tartars to his affiftance. He 
promifed them many rewards, and _parti-~ 
cularly the province of Leotong, if by their 
aid he fucceeded in forcing the rebels to 
obedience. Kum-ti, the Tartar chief, rea- 
dily hearkened to the propofal, and the 
terms were foon fettled between the par- 
ties. 

{In confequence of this agreement, the 
new allies joined armies, which were both 
commanded by the Tartar, and advanced 

towards 


= 


qualified to 
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When they arrived at the wall, the Chi- 
nefe, who kept guard, feeing a child at the 
head of fuch an army, which they imagin- 
ed to. .confift.. wholly. of. Tartars, were fo 
fyrprifed, that they immediately opened 
the gates, without the leaft refiftauce, cry- 
ing out, long live the Emperor. This cir= 
cumftance, added to the reports of fo for- 
midable an army of Tartars, increafing 
daily by reinforcements, ftruck fuch terror 
into the rebels, that many of them forfook 
their leader. The- Tartars ftill advanced, 
and had daily fkirmithes and feveral battles 
with the rebels, in which the latter were 
defeated. In the mean time, the guardian 
took care to leave garrifons in all the towns 
through which they paffed, with ftri@ or- 
ders to ufe the inhabitants with the greateft 
humanity. Such mild) behaviour gained 
the affeétion of the nation in general, And 
thus he proceeded, from one province to 
another, till the whole empire fubmitted to 
his jurifdiQion. 


The 
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“The war, which had lafted fome years, 
being now at an end, and’ peace re-eftd~ 
blithed, the Chinefe thanked the Tartars 
for their good fervices, and defired they 
would return to their own country. But 
the Tattarchicf,-on various pretense Wen - 
Jayed his departure till fuch time as fe 
found his party fufficiently ftrong to fix his 
nephew, Xungfti, on the imperial throne 
of China, 

Xungfti died a young man, and left his ” 
fecond fon, Kamhi, to fucceed him. -On 
: finding himfelf ac the point of death, he 
called for his eldeft fon, and afked him, 
whether he would take upon him ‘the go- 
vernment ? but, being young and modéft, 
he was unwilling to accept, and begged his 
father would excufe him on that account, 
Then Kamhi was called, and afked the 
fame queftion, He was better inftruéted, * 
and brifkly anfwered, he was ready to obey 
his father’s commands, and would take the | 
weight of the government upon him. This 
anfwer fo pleafed the Emperor, that he 

named 
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nanied“him his fucceffor ; and, aceording- 
ly, on the death of his father, fhe was pro- 


claimed Emperor ; and his behaviour has 


fhown him 'altogetherworthy of that ho- 


ager, It is, it feems, agreeable ‘tothe laws 


and cuftoms cf China, that the Emperor 
chufe, for his fucceffor, which of his fons 
he pleafes, without regard to primogeni+ | 
ture. tke 

Although the Emperor's name is Fans 
hi, the weftern Tartars call him Boghdoy- 
chan, fignifying chief governour ; but the 
Chinefe, in talking of him, fay Vanfuy, . 
which fignifies many times ten thoufand 
years, meaning, let the Emperor live fo 
long, ‘This is a high title in the Oriental 
phrafe. His fons are called Van,. fignify- 
ing ten thoufand years, and are diflinguith- 
ed by the names of Van the firft, Van the 


* fecnd, &c, according to their age. 


Kamhi, the prefent Emperor, has about 
twenty fons, and, it is faid, he intends the 
fourteenth for his fucceffor, He is a prince 
eminent for prudence and valour, and 
_ had, 
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had, at-this time, the command of an my 
againft the Kalmucks, 

Kamhi hath yet the remains of a.graces 
ful perfon- His countenance is open, his 
difpofition generous, and. he gives great 
applicajan-to-bufinels.; ‘ qualities abfobacely 
neceflary to manage the great affairs with 
which he is intrufed. His reign has been 
long and proefperous, though icmetimes 
difturbed by dangéfous infurre&ions, and 

" open rebellions ; but his good fortune and 
prudent condua, overcoming all difficul- 
ties, reflored public tranquillity ; and he 
has now, for a confiderable time, enjoyed 
perfect peace and happinefs. Although the 
government of China is abfolute, it requires 
no {mail fagacity and fkill to rule an em- 
pire of fuch extenfive dominions, and con- 
taining {fo numerous fubjeats. 

After Kamhi had fettled his affairs at 
home, the ficft ftep he took was to gain the 
weflern or Mongall Tartars to his friend- 
fhip. The Chinefe had no enemies fo for- 
midabic. The Fmperar knew their va- 

lour, 
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tour, and had employed many of them in 
hig army, who did him fignal fervices on 
many occafions. To effect this, he began 
to form alliances with their princes and 
chiefs, by intermarriages between their fa- 
milies and his, where thefe could take 
place ; others he allured by rich prefents ; 
fo that they are at prefent little better than 
his fubjeéts: And, by this mafter-piece of 
politics, he fucceeded more effetually than 
if he had employed the whole force of — 
China. The friendfhip of the weftern 
Tartars is of great importance to the Em- 
peror; for they not only fupply Pekin 
with provifions, the produce of their flocks, 
but, upon any emergency, can bring to his 
affiftance fifty thoufand horfe on a fhort 
warning. 

‘It may eafily be imagined, that great ar- 
mies and ftri& difcipline are neceffary to 
guard fo extenfive territories, and keep fuch 
a numerous people to their duty. The 
number of foldiers reported to be in the 


empire is prodigious, and almoft incredible, 
c TT 
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Tam well informed, that the fingle pro~ 
vince and city of Pekin contain no lefa 
than one hundred and twenty thoufand- i 
effective men, all well paid, cloathed, and “ 
armed, Rh. wise 

NotwithRanding the vat revenues which 
are ‘neceflary for the fupport of the go- ° 
vernment, the duties on inland trade muft © 
be very ealy; for I was told by a mer- 
chant, that he could live in the capital, and | 
trade in what branches of bufinefs he plea~ 
fed, for paying only one ounce of filver - 
annually to the Eniperor. Such eafy taxes 
thow the great ceconomy and moderation 
of Kamhi, whofe reign is called the reign 
of great peace and reft 3 in Chinefe Tay- 
ping. 

The Tartars call China Kitay, and the 
people Kitaytzi ; but the Chinefe call 
themf{elves Chum-quotigen, .that is, the 
people of the middle region. 3 
. The empire of China is, in a manner, 
feparated from all the reft of the world ; 
fituated in a fine and healthy climate, fur- 

rounded 
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pounded by the ocean to the eaft and fouth ; 
by a chain of high rocks and barren moun- 

_ tains on the nogth and weft, along which 
yons the famous wall as ati. additional de- 
fence. But what, in my opinion, is a 
greater fecurity to the empire againtt inva- 
ders than any thing yet mentioned, is the 
barren .defert, ftretching for feveral hun- 
dred. miles weftward, where none but Tar- 
tars can fubfilt, and: which fearce any re- 
gular army can pafs, The feas, to the 

fouth and eaft, aré indeed open, and China 

_ might be attacked on that fide ; but, Tam 
perfuaded, no prince will think it proper 
to difturb his pwn repofe, and that of fuch 
a powerful people, inclined to peace with’ 
all their neighbours, and fatisfied, as they 
Teem, with their own dominions. 

I.know but-.one nation who could at- 
tempt the conqueft of China with any pro- . 
bability of fuccefs, and that is Ruffia ; but 
the territories of that empire are fo exten- 
five in this quarter of the world, as to ex- 

~-eeed even the bounds of ambition itfelf; 
and 
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and the Ruffians feem to entertain no de- 
fire of extending them farther. 

What part of China I faw is moftly 
plain, interfperfed with hills and rifing 
grounds. The whole is pleafant and well 
cu'tivated, producing wheat and other 
grain, together with abundance of cattle 
and poultry. 

Befides the neceffaries, the Chinefe have 
alfo many of the fuperfluities of life, particu- 
larly fine fruits of various kinds, too tedious 
to mention. They have likewife mines of 
gold, filver, copper, lead, and iron. They 
fet a greater value on filver, in proportion 
to gold, than the Europeans do; fo that 
gold is exported to good advantage, 

In China are many navigable rivers and 
canals, cut to great diftances, for the con- 
venience of water-carriage. The mer- 
chants are immenfely rich by their inland 
and foreign trade, which they carry on to 
great extent with the Ruffians and Tartars, 
befides the vaft fums of money they receive 
annually from the Europeans, in exchange 
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for tea, China-ware, and ether merchan= 
dife. The trade alfo to Japan, and the 
neighbouring iflands, is very confiderable. 
What ts moft” “remarkable. in their pay- 
rfients is, that they receive only ‘dollars, 
crown and half-crown pieces ; undervalu- 
ing fmaller coins, of equal weight and 
ftandard, though they melt all down di- 
redlly into bars of different fizes. 
Bea is univerfally ufed, at all times, and 
by perfons of all ranks. Both the green 
and bohea grow on the fame tree, or 
rather Shrunk, called by the Chinefe tzay. 
The ‘green tea i¢ called tzia tzay, and the 
bohea ouy-tzay. When the leaves are ga- 
thered at the proper feafon, they are put 
into large kettles, and dried over a gentle 
: fire, which makes them crumple up, and 
prevents their crumbling to duft ; which 
they would infallibly do, without this pre- 
caution, 

What is defigned for bohea is mixed, 
in drying, with the juice of a certain plant, 
which gives it the colour and flavour, and 
ras . quas 
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qualifies. that fharpnefs, which, in conftant 
drinking, is hurtful to fome tender confti- 
thtions. The cultivating, gathering, dreff- 
ing, and packing, of this ufeful plant, muft 
employ a great number of hands, and par- 
ticularly of old and young people, whe 
would be unfit for. harder labour. 

The high rates at which tea is fold in 
Europe area Little furprifing, confidering 
the prices in China, Vor, at Pekin, the 
price of the beft tea, cither green or bo» 
hea, is half an ounce of filver the Chinefe 
pound, which is equal to what it would be 
at two thillings a pound in England. And, 
allowing the freight and duties to be high, 
yet the profits feem fomewhat extravagant, 
I thall only add, on this fubje, that the 
teacommonly fold at Pekin is preferable in 
quality to what is imported to Europe from 
Canton ; and that the Chinele drink it 
without fugar, though fugar is a produce 
of the country, and conlequently very 
eheap. 

Seve- 
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Several of the Chinefe manufadtures are 
brought to great perfection, efpecially that 
‘of weaving filk, damafks, and other ftuffs, 
“whieh dre partly worm by the natives, and 
Partly exported. Silks are the common 
drefs of the better fort of people, of both 
fexes, and coarfe cotton-cloth that of the 
lower clafs, They ufe almoft no woollen 
cloths, becaufe, they fay, in their climate, 
they gather too much duit. They have 
great abundance of raw filk, They make 
“no muflins, nor fine chints; neither are 
thefe much ufed, * 

The Chinefe, it is well known, are ex- 
cellent performers in feveral mechanic arts, 
particularly as potters, dyers, japanners, 
joiners, and paper makers, In the article 
of' paper- making they excel even the Eu- 
ropeans. { 

Their workmanfhip in metals is ‘but 
clumfy ; except only founding, at which 
they are very expert. The arts of ftatuary, 
fculpture, and paintiig, have made but 
fmall progrefs among them. They have 
‘ excel~ 
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briety, and uniformity of life, to which 
they have been long accuftomed. 

The general regularity and decency of 
manners among the Chinefe, is obvious 
to all. who fee and obferve them with 
the Icaft attention. And, as they are fin- 
gular in many things, beyond moft other 
nations, they are fo, likewife, in this point 
of polity, which I cannot omit taking no- 
tice of in my tranfient remark:s. 

\t may cafily be imagined, that, in fo 
populous a city, there muft Le many idle 
perfons of both fexes ; though, 1 believe, 
fewer than in moft other cities of the 
world, even in thofe of much !efs extent 
than that of Pekia. In order to prevent all 
diforderly pra@ices, as much as poflible, the 
government have thought fit to permit, or 
connive at, certain places in the fuburbss 
for the reception and entertainment of 
proftitutes, who are maintained by the 
landlords of the houfes in which they 
dwell, but not allowed to ftraggle abroad. 
T have been informed, that thefe ladies of 

plea- 
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pleafure have all feparate apartments, with 
the price of each lady, deferibing, at the - 
fame jime, her beauties and qualities, write 
ten over the door of her apartment, in fair 
legible charaéters ; which price is paid di- 
rely by theégaltant ; by which meats: 
thefe affairs are conducted without noife 
in. the houfes, or difturbances in the neighs 
bourhood. Noify brawls are very feldom, 
hardly ever, known at Pekin. Thofe who 
are found offending in this way undergo 
very fevere penalties. It is likewife to be 
obferved, that thefe houfes are calculat 
for the meaner fort of people only ; fo that 
any perfon, who hath the leaft regard to 
his credit or reputation, carefully avoids 
being feen in them, 7 

I muft, however, take notice of one 
fhocking and unnatural pradtice, which ap~ 
pears more extraordinary in a country fo 
well regulated and governed as China ; I 
mean that of expofing fo many new bori 
infants in the ftreets, This, indeed, is only 
done by the poor, who have more wives 

than 
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than they can maintain. To prevent the 
death of thefe children, there are public 
hofpitals appointed for their reception, and 
people fent out through the ftreets, every 
morning, to pick up, and carry thither, 
fuch children as they find expofed. The 
miffionaries alfo fend out people to take 
up fuch as have been neglected, who are 
carried to a private hofpital, maintained at 
their charge, and educated in the Chriftian 
religion, And of fuch perfons do the 
greateft part of the Chinefe Chriftians con- 
fift. . “ : 
- [thall now make a. few remarks upon 
the ladies, who have many good qualities 
befides their beauty. They are very cleanly 
and modeft in thetr drefs. Their eyes-are 
black, and fo little, that, when they laugh, 
you can fcarce fee them. Their hair is 
black as jet, and neatly tied up in a knot, 
on the crown of the head, adorned with 
artificial flowers of their own making, 
which are very becoming. The better 
fort, who are feldom expofed to the air, 
. have 
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have good complexions. Thofe who are 
inclined to the olive, take care to adda 
touch of white and red paint, which they 
apply very nicely. 

The ladies of diflinGion are feldom per- 
mitted to ftic abroad, except to vifit their 
neareft relations ; and, on thefe occafione, 
they are always carried in clofe chairs, and 
attended by their fervants. The women of 
all ranks flay pretty much at home. The 
fmallnefs of their feet, which renders them 
unable to walk to any confiderable dif- 
tance, makes their confinement lefs difa- 
greeable. As foon as a girl comes into the 
world, they bind her tender feet with tight 
bandages, which are renewed as occafion 
requires, to prevent their growing. This 
cuftom prevails univerfally, the Tartar la- 
dies refiding in China only excepted, who 
appear to have no inclination to conform 
to this fathion. 

This fafhion was introduced into China 
by a great Princefs, who lived fome ages a- 
go. She was a Lady of extraordinary 
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beauty and virtue, and has obtained the 
reputation of a faint ; but, it is reported, 
her feet refembled thofe of birds ; on which 
account fhe kept them always carefully 
wrapped up, and concealed even from the 
Emperor her hufband. The ladies of the 
court followed her example, which, of 
courfe, foon became general. The Chinefe 
women never pare their nails, but fuffer 
them to grow to the full lenath. This 
Proves no impediment in embroidery, arid 
other needle-work, in which they are con~ 
tantly employed. Thele they finith with 
extraordinary neatnefs, as fully appears 
from fome f{pecimens of them brought te 
Europe. 

The Chinefe deferve great praife for their 
patience in finifhing completely every thing 
they undertake. And, what is fill a great~ 
er recommendation, their labours are net 
the effet of whint or caprice, but calcula. 
ted to ferve fome utetul purpofe, The pu- 
blic works about the city of Pekin are ins 
ftances of thefe obfervations, The ftreets, 
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in: particular, are the fineft in the world. 
They are fpacious, neat, and ftraight. The 
canals which fupply the city with water 
have, at proper diftances, commodious 
ftone-bridges over them ; and thefe canals 
are not only built with free-ftone on the, 
fides, but’the bottoms of them paved with, 
broad cut-ftones, in the neateft manner i= 
maginable. There are but few fprings of 
foft water in Pekin, And the water, in 
general, though a little brackifh, is by no 
means unwholefome. 

The Chinefe are generally of a middle . 
fize, and flender make, but very active, 
They are honeft, and obferve-the ftricteft 
honour and juftice in their dealings, Ie 
muft, however, be acknowledged, that not 
a few of them are much addiéted to knave« 
ry, and well fkilled in the arts of cheating. 
They have, indeed, found many Europeans 

_ ag great proficients in that art as themfelves. 
And, if you once cheat them, they are fure 
to retaliate on the firft-epportunity. 

As 
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8 to the religion of the Chinefe, I can- 
‘dot pretend to give a diftin@-account of it. 
According to the beft information I could 
procure, they are divided into feveral fects, 
among which that of the Theifts is the 
moft rational and refpectable. They wore 
fhip one God, whom they call Tien, the 
Heaven or the higheft Lord, and pay no 
religious homage to the images of their 
countrymen. This fed has fubfifted for 
many ages longer than Chriftianity, and is 
’ {till moft in vogue ; being embraced by the 
Emperor himfelf, and moft of the grandces, 
and men, of learning. The common people 
are generally idolaters. The few Jews and 
Mahometans refiding here are fuppofed to 
have entered China about fix or feven hun- 
dred years ago, in company with the wef= 
tern ‘Fartars. There is a very inconfider- 
able fect, called. Crofs-worfhippers. They 
worthip the holy crofs ;. but have loft all 
other marks of Chriflianity ; which-makes 
it probable the gofpel was preached in thie 
eountry before the arrival of the miffiona- 
ries), 
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ries, but by whom is uncertain. The Chrifs 
tians at prefent are computed to amount to 
one hundred thoufand, of both fexes. I 
have been told, the Chinefe have alfo fome 
Atheifts among them. : 
TE bad fevetat‘oppornunities of  ratking 
with théir phyficians. They generally 
both prepare and adminifter their own pre= 
fcriptions, and are very little acquainted 
with the medicinal fyftem pradctifed in Eu« 
rope, As they have but few chymical pre-= 
parations, their chief ftudy is the virtues of 
plants, which they apply on alt occafions, 
and often with fuccefs. - They feel the pa= 
tient’s pulfe for four or five minutes, and 
very feldom let blood, even in high fevers, 
They compare a fever to a boiling pot, 
and choofe rather to take the fire from it 
than diminifh the quantity of liquor it con- 
.tains, which would only make it boil the 
fafter. Bathing and eupping are much 
practiced ; and they even apply fire, in 
fome cafes, particularly for pains in the 
Joints, and gouty diforders, On thefe oc- 
, cafions, 
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eatintas they apply a lighted match, com= 
pofed of the downy fubftance that grows 
on mugwort to the part affected; which 
making a fear, either entirely removes or 
confiderably mitigates the pain, 

I cannot but take notice, on this occa 
fion, of a famous plant, called Gingfing, 
which grows in the province of Leotong, 
The root of this plant is fo much efteemed 
for its phyfical virtues, that it is gathered. 
by people appointed by the Emperor for 
this purpofe only, and is valued at the rate 
of about twenty-five pounds Sterling the 
pound weight. It is fo rate, that the Em- 
peror fent two pounds of it only in a pre- 
fent to his Czarifh Majefty. There are 
two forts of it; one looks as if candied, 
_ the other like {mall parfley roots, and has 
fomething of the fame tafte. They flice 
down g pound it ; and, after infufion and 
flight boiling, give it to the patient. I 
could never learn from their phyficians 
what fpecific qualities this plant poffeffed, 
only that it was of univerial ufe, I have 

heard 
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heard many ftories of ftrange cures pers 
formed by it ; that perfons feemingly dead 
have by its means, been reftored to health, 
I believe, indeed, it may be a good reftora~ 
tive plant; but, if it really has any extra- 
ordinary virtues, I could never difcover 
them, tho’ I have made many experiments 
on it at different times, I fhould imagine 
this rare plant might be cultivated, with 
fuccefs, in the country, where it grows na- 
turally ; and it appears improbable the 
Chinefe would negleét fuch a fovereign re~ 
medy. 

The great men in China follow the exe 
ample of the weftern Afiatics, ‘in keeping 
eunuchs to attend them, who are their 
counfellors, and chief confidents, on all oce 
cafions, Their bufinels is to take care of 
the women ; and, being ina manner de- 
tached from the world, they are much ree 
fpefted. Caftrating is a trade in China ; 
and fo fkillful and dexterous are the per. 
formers, that few die under their hands, E 
knew a man who, being reduced to low 

circume | 
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cireumftances, fold himfelf to be madea 
eunuch, after he was 30 years of age. 

The language of the Chinefe is com- 
pofed chiefly of monofyllables, and feems 
to me eafily acquired 5 at leaft as much of 
it as is fufficient for converfation, The dif- 
ficulty of learning their letters, or rather 
marks for words, cannot be fo great as is 
commonly reprefented ; for you {carce 
meet a common hawker who cannot read 
and write what belongs to his calling, It 
requires, indeed, much labour, and confi- 
derable abilities, to acquire the character of . 
‘ g learned man in China, 

I-have mentioned above a few only of 
their manufactures. I cannot omit taking 
notice of their paper, which is made both 
of filk and cotton, and is remarkably clean 
and fmooth. They had been in poffeffion 
of this art for many ages before they had 
any intercourfe with the Europeans, as ap- 
pears from their records. Their fheets are 
‘ made larger than any I ever faw in Eu- 
rope; and, though they generally write 

with 
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with-hair pencils, I have feen Chinefe pa- 
per that bore our pens and iak very: well, 

Their ink, called tou/h, is well known to 
our painters‘and defigners. I was told the 
chief ingredient in it is the burnt bones of 
animales ‘They have. fevetal ‘forts of -it 
but the beft is very cheap, and-is made uff 
in paftes of various figures, ftamped with 
characters or letters. It is generally put 
up in little flat boxes, fometimes double 
the value of the ink they contain. 

I thall here infert a {pecimen of Chi- 
nefe numbers, and a few capital words, 
with thofe of feveral other Afiatic nations. 


Chinefe Numbers. 


1 Iga, 

2 Langa. 
3 Sanga. 
4 Siga. 

5 Uga. 

6 Leoga, 
7 Tira, 


Vor. W 8 Paga, 
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8 Paga. 
g Tziuga 
10 Shiga. 

_ 1 -Shiyge. 
12 Shierga. 
13 Shilenga. 
14 Shifga. 
15 Shiuga. 
36 Shileoga. 
17. Shiziga. 
18 Shifpaga. 
19 Shizuga. 
20 Shielga. 
30 Shinfhiga. 
40 Tzeziga. 
50 Uhhiga. 
60 Leofhiga. 
go Tzithiga. 
80 Pathiga. 
go Tziofhiga. 

100 Ibay. 
rc00 = Itzen. 
10,000 Van, 


‘ 
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4 Specimen of Englifh and Chinefe Words. 


God, Foy. 

The heavens, Tien. 
“The earth, Tiye. ae 
The fun, Shilo. 
The moon, Jualang. 
The ftars, Tzifing. 
The devil, Kuy. 
Water, Shuy. 
Wind, Fung. 


Rain, Eu. 
Good, Cho. 
Bad, Pu. : : 


A good friend, Cho-pung-yu. 
Farewell, Manfay lea 

Fire, Choa. 

Bread, Bobon. 


The 


148. 


od 
0D PN AN SPH DP mw 


At TGURNEY — ryaal 


The Mantzur’s Numbers. 


Emu. 
Dio. 
Ilan. 
Tuin. 
Suindja, 


~ Nynguin, 


Naadan. 
Taachun, 
Une. 
Ioan, &c. 


The Mongall’s Nabers and fome of their 


Words. 
1 Neggea 
2 Choir. 
3 Gurba. 
4 Dirbu. 
5 Tabu. 
6 Zurga. 


7 Dolo. 


Oo cnr 


10 
1X 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

- 19 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 

80 
go 
100 

1000 

10,000 
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Dolo, 
Nauma. 
Juffu. 

Arba. 
Arbastieggea, | 
Arba-Choir. 
Arba-gurba. 
Arba dirbu. 
Arba-tabu. 
Arba-zurga, 
Arba-dolo, 
Arba-nauma. 
Arba-juflu. 
Choiry. 
Gutfhy. 
Dutfhy. 
Taby. 

Dira, 

Dala. 

Naya. 

Trea, 

Dzo. : 
Minga. 
Tumea. 


God, 


The 


wt 


God. Burchan. 

The heavens, Tengery. 
The earth, Gadzar, 
The fun, Narrac’.. 
The moon, Shara- 

The ftars, Odu. 

The clouds, Ulea. 


Tangut’s Numbers. 


Dgi. 

Neé. 

Sum. 

Che. 

Gno. 

Duk. 

Duan. 

Dja. 

Gu. 
Dju-tamba, &c. 
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Numbers of Indoftan. 


Eck, 
Duy. 
Timo 
Tzar. 
Penge. 
Tzo. 
Tateé. 
Aatfa. 
Nouy. 
Dafs, &c, 


* 
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The people of Indoftan have little or no. 
correfpondence with China, being fepara- 
ted from it by impaflable mountains, and 
barren deferts. They call China by the 
name of Kitat, and the Emperor Amola- 
Chan. 

The Indians call Ruffia Olt. 

The firft great Lama, or high Prieft, 
near the borders of India, is called Beyn- 

gine 
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gin-Bogdu ; and hath his refidence at a 
place called Digerda. : 

The fecond is the Delay-Lama, refiding 
at Lahaflar. ‘The Indians call him Tamtzy- 
Kenna. From Digerda to Lahaffar,is a 
month’s journey on foot. 

The third is the Kutuchtu, called by the 
Indians Tarranat, who refides at the Urga, 
not far from Selinginfky. 

The prefent Great Mogul is called Shey- 
halim Patitha. The Indian matried priefts 
are the Brachmans ; their monks are called 
Atheits, and their military men Refput, 

Thé Indian and Tangut numbers, toge- 
ther with thefe few notes, [ had from the 
Faquir, at Sclinginfky ; who told me, that 
the greateft penance that could be impofed 
on any of their order, was a pilgrimage to 
vifit thefe three high priefts. Though I 
have hinted fomething concerning them, 
during my flay at Selinginfky, yet, as I 
thall have no opptrtunity in future to learn 
any thing more about thofe great men, I 

think 
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think it will not be unacceptable that I 
have inferted the foregoing fhort notes, 

I had, from my early youth, a ftrong in- 
clination to -vifit the eaftern parts of the 
world ; and Providence afforded me an op- 
portunity, far beyond my expectations, of | 
gratifying my. curiofity in the moft ample 
manner, For never, perhaps, were thofé 
counties in a more flourithing condition 
than, under the famous Emperors Kamhi 
and Peter the Firft; and, perhaps, fuch a- 
nother conjuncture of circumftances may 
- not happen for feveral ages. I have now 
finifhed my account of the obfervations [ 
made during my refidence in China ; and, 
had we returned by the fame route we went 
eaftward, I thould here conclude my Jour- 
nal; but, as our route was different, in many 
places, particularly in our paflage by water 
from Selinginfky to Toboliky, I thall pro~ 
ceed to make my remarks on fuch places and 
things only as I have hitherto had no ops 
portunity of mentioning, 
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Our departure from Pekin, otcurren« 
ces, &c. during our journey back 
towards Mofco. 


ARCH ad, we fent off our heavy 
baggage early in the morning ; and, 

about noon, left the fine city of Pekin, ac- 
companicd by feveral Chincfe gentlemen, 
who were to return with Mr de Lange, 
whom his Czarifh Majefty had appointed 
to remain as his agent at the court of Pe- 
kin. In the evening, we reached a large 
town, called Sangping-ju, where we lodged. 
The 4th, Mr de Lange, and our friends, 
returned to the city, and we continued our 
journey. 
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journey. I have already mentioned moft 
of the remarkable towns through which 
we paffed ; and, as little happened on the 
road worth notice, I fhall only obferve, 
that we were entertained by the gover- 
nours in the fame hofpitable’‘manner, as 
before, 

The gth, we arrived at Kalgan, the laft 
town of any note, and about three miles 
diftant from the long wall. We ftaid here 
two days, in order to provide bread rice, 
and other provifions, for our journey over 
the Hungry Defert. 

Next day, the governour waited on the 
ambaffador, and invited him to {ee fome 
Chinefe troops perform their exercife,’ We 
accordingly walked into an adjacent field, 
where we found about four thoufand in- 
fantry drawn up in fix lines. All their 
guns had match-locks. The field-officers 
were on horfeback, armed with bows and 
arrows ; but the fubalterns on foot, having 
fpears, longer or fhorter, according to their 
rank, AN the troops kept a profound fi- 
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lente, till the commanding-officer ordered 
the fignal to be given for beginning the 
exercifé, which was done by firing a {mall 
gun, mounted: ‘of the-back, of a camel, 
Upon this fignal, they advanced, retygated, 
and performed their evolutions, according 
to the difcipline of the country, in a very 
yegular manner. After finifhing this ex- 
ercife,. the whole corps at laft divided itfelf 
into companies of fifty men each, and 
“kneeling as clofe to one another as poflible, 
continued in this pofture for fome minutes ; 
they then rofe, and running to their for- 
mer ftations, quickly formed themielves, 
without the leaft coffufion. From what I 
obferved of their motions, I am of opinion 
they might eafily be taught any exercife 
whatever, 

The 12th, we arrived at the gates of the 
main wall, which we found open. Here 
the commander, and feveral officers of the 
guard, met us, and invited the ambaflador 
10 walk into the guard-room, and drink a 
difh of tea, After this repaft, we proceeded 
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a-few miles‘farther ; but, as it was too late 
to get over the mountains that night, we 
took up our quarters at a village where we 
had lodged in going to Pekin, 

Next morning .early we left the village, 
and travelled. along the -banks..of .@. tone. 
rent, which runs through a narrow valley 
between the mountains, For conveni= 
ency of the road, we croffed this rivulet fee 
veral times. The weather was very fine 
and warm ; and the face of this country 
extremely pleafant. On the fides of the 
rocks we faw fcattered many neat cotta- 
ges, furrounded with little gardens, and 
crooked trees, which the Chinefe.have nae 
turally defigned on fome of their japanned 
and China-ware. After travelling about a 
dozen of Englith miles, we afcended the 
rocks by a winding-path, formed by art ; 
and, as foon as we reached the fummit, we 
entercd on the plain; for there is little or: 
no defcent into the defert from the open- 
ing between the rocks, I obferved, that 
all the rivers which fpring from the moun- 
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tains on the north and weft of China, run 
‘towards the fouth and fouth-eaft ; and 
thofe that rife weftward of the defert, di- 
re& their courfes through Siberia, to the 
‘north and north-weft ; which makes it e- 
vident, that the rocks and defert are high- 
er than any places either in China or Si- 
beria. We now felt a very fenfible change 
in the air. In the morning, we left a warm 
climate ; but here we found the defert all 
covered with fhow. We travelled about 
five miles farther, and then pitched our 
tents on the banks of a fmall rivulet. 

; The-ambaffador, confidering that to tra= 
vel along with the heavy baggage would 
render the journey, at this feafon, tedious 
and difagreeable, refolved to leave it under 
a proper guard, and proceed, by the fhort~ 
eft and fpeedieft way, to Selinginfky. Lo- 
my, our former conductor, being appoint- 
ed inthe fame flation, was confulted on 
‘this occafion, and agreed to make one of 
our company; while the Chinefe guard, 


eommanded by another officer, took care 
re Og 
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‘of the baggage. Our party confifted of 
the ambaflador, Mr Kreftitz, myfelf, and~ 
four fervants. We packed up beds, and a 
few neceflaries, and fet out direGlly. 

We rode very hard all. the 14th; and, 
in the evening, took up our lodgings ins 
Mongalian tent, along with the family.: 
The outfide of the tent was hung round: 
with feveral pieces of horfe-fleth, on which 
our Jandlord and his wife fupped, and in- 
vited us to fhare their repaft; but as we. 
had provifions of our own, we defired to 
be excufed. The difagreeable {fmell of this 
fupper made us refolve to fleep in’ the 
fields for the future till we came to -Selin= 
ginfky ; for, altho’ the nights were fome- 
what cold and frofty, the weather was dry 
and pleafant. 

Next day, having got frefh horfes, we 
proceeded on our journey. Nothing of: 
moment occurred till the third of April, 
when we arrived, before noon, on the 
banks of the river Tola. It was now nines: 
teen days fince we left our baggage, during 
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witch time we rode very hard, changing 
horfes generally three or four times a-day ; 
and this was the firft running water we had 
feen.-: cannot help taking notice of the 
pleafure that appeared in every face: at the 
fight of this ftream; and I need not men 
tion how chearfully we regaled ourfelves 
on this occafion. For my own part, I 
thought the moft delicious wines of If{pa- 
han and Thiras not worthy to be compared 
to this fimple element, fo little prized by 
thefe who enjoy it in plenty. Our bread 
was all fpent fome days before ;. however, 
we had ftill fome mutton, with which we 
had been fupplied, from time to time, du- 
ring our journey. All this time we obfer- 
ved no road ; but kept moftly about one, 
or fomctimes two days journey to the 
northward of our former route. The great- 
eft danger attending this way of travelling,: 
arofe from the arrows which the Mongalls 
had {ct in ftrong bent bows, covered with 
fand, for killing antelopes. One of our 
horfes happened to tread on one of thefe 

bows ; 
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bows; the arrow immediately flew. our, 
and, moit fortunately, hit the flirrup iron, 
otherwile the horle or rider would have 
been killed upon the fpot. We had, ine 
deed, guides to.conduct us from place ,to 
place ; , but, they. were unacquainted wich 
any {nares laid beyond their own bounds, =. 

Tis day, about noon, fome Mongalls 
unluckily fet fire to the long grafs before 
us, which, by means of a flrong wind, 
foon fpread toa great diftance. We ime 
mediately retired to the top of a neigh- 
bouring hill, (for now the grounds begin 
to rife, and the Joil is much better near the 
river), and, fetting fire to the grafs around 
us, travelled near a mile in a difmal-cloud 
of fmoke. Some of our people who were 
behind us, and unprovided with fints, 
were put to hard thifts, having their hair 
and cloaths all finged. We forded the 
Tola in pretty deep water, and continued 
our journey through pleafant valleya, bes. 
tween gently rifing hills, fome of. whofe 
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tops were adorned with woods, which 
looked as if planted by art. _ 

Nothing worth mentioning occurred till 
thé morning 6f the 6th of April, when we 
reached the river Iro, but found the ford fo 
frozen that we could not ride it. As our. 
ptovifions were now nearly all fpent, and 
we were quite tired of lying in the o- 
pen air, we wanted to pafs the river at any 
rate. After long fearch for a ford, we at 
laft found a place clear of ice, but excef- 
fively deep. We immediately ftripped 
off our cloaths, mounted our horfes, and. 
fwam acfofs the river, which was at this 
place about forty yards broad. After get- 
ting all fafe to the other fide, we lighted a 
“great fire of fticks to dry and warm our- 
felves, and then fet forward to the rivulet 
Saratzyn, the boundary between the Ruf{- 
fian and Chinefe territories, which we 
reached in the evening. From the Tola 
to this place we had feen no inhabitants, 
but here we found a few Mongalls, fub- 
: "  5és 
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‘je€ta. of Ruffia, who hofpitably entertained 
us with fuch fare as the place afforded: ; 

The 7th, we fet out early, and at neon 
came to a zimovey, (a fingle houfe built 
for the accommodation of travellers), in- 
habited by a--Raffian, who.engertained. us 
with good bread, and other homely, fare. 
After a fhort ftay we mounted, and at night 
came to another of thefe houfes, belonging 
to the commiflary, Mr Stepnikoff, of the 
caravan, where we were well provided 
with neceflary accommodationg, 

- Next day, we arrived in good health at 
the town of Selinginfky; and all of us had 
good reafon to return our moft grateful 
thanks to the Almighty Difpofer of .all © 
events, who conduted us fafe through fo 
many dangers, without the leaft accident 
befalling any of our company, 

The rath, the ambaflador having eta 
the conduétor an handfome prefent, and 
thanked him for his trouble and. obliging 
behaviour, that gentleman took leave, and 
returned to China, 

Next 
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splexe dayyowe fav out on horfeback for 
Irkuttky. :We lodged every night in -vil- 
Jages till-the 16th, when we arrived at the * 
Polloliegtrmmeltery, fitwated on the fouth 
Pore of the Baykall Sea, as formerly ob- 
ferved. The fuperior received and enter+ 
fained us with great hofpitality, and fur- 
nifhed us horfes and fledges for pailing the 

_ {ga upon-the ice, which we found pertealy © 
firm, though the people on the fourh dhore 
were plowing and fowing their oats. 

April 7tp, having taken leave of the 
monks, we placed ourfelves in the fledges, | 
pon.droveielong-a path-way upon the ice. 
We found feveral lave gaps ia the ice, 
which run Jor wany miles acrofs the fea, . 
and are generally from two to five or fix 
feet widee ‘Thele we. paticd on long 
boards, which we were opitged to carry a- 
long with us for that purpote, [hey are 
made, I conjeture, by the air, which being 
pent up under the ice, burits out through 
thele apertures. | obferved alfo a number 
of fmal] round holes, which aremade by the 
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““fedlé; who come thither for breath and to 
afk themfelves in the fun.’ Thefe circuan 
ftances render travelling on the ice ext 
tremely dangerous, except in day-light, 
and clear weather. Towards evening, the 
ambaflador atrd“wayfelfy being provided 
with light fledges, put on at a great rate; 44. 
order to get in with the fhore before night, 
This we happily accomplithed, and arrived 
at a fitherman’s houfe, near the mouth -of 
the Angara; where we found a warth 
room, and a boar’s head, hot from the 
oven, for fupper. But, a little before fun» 
fet, a thick fog arofe to the weftward, ace 
companied with terrible thick. drifts of 
{now, which foon covered the road ‘upd 
the ice, and filled every gap and hole. Our 
Poor people, who had not yet reached the 
land, were caught in the florm, forced te 
ftop fhort, and lie on the ice all nighe, 
with their horfes and carriages. We had, 
indeed, defpatched the fithermen to condugt 
them to the thore ; but the fnow continue 
ing to fall very thick, they returned with- 
“out 
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gut being able to find them. This difaps ” 
pointment created in us fome uneafinels ; 
but there was no remedy. We were obli- 
ged'to wait-patiently till the morning, when 
they arrived in a very diftreffed condition, 
half dead with cold and wet. However, 
- by proper accommodation, and fome warm 
liquor, they foon recovered. Next day, 
we fent back the fledges to the monaftery ; 
and, after our people had refrefhed them- 
felves with a little fleep, about noon, we 
mounted, and proceeded. about four miles, 
to the {mall chapel of St Nicolas, We had 
now pafled-all the catara&ts, and there was 
no ice to be feen in the river; we imme-~ 
diately, therefore, got boats and rowed 
down the ftream. In the evening, we put 
afhore at a fmall village, where we lodged, 
‘and were plentifully provided with variety 
of excellent freth fith for fupper. 

The roth, in the morning, we went a- 
gain on board; and, about two in the af- 
ternoon, landed at Irkutfky, and dined with, 
our old friend, Mr Rakitin, the commane 
< dant, 
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“Wanty,who met us on the river, about two 
“hours before we landed. Some days after _ 
our arrival, Mr Ifmayloff was feized with a 
fever, which went off in a few days, with 

out any bad confequences. We waited 
here for our baggage, which did not.arrive 
till the fecond of July. During thie times. 
little remarkable happened. We diverted 
ourfelves with hunting and fifhing ; and, 

’ though we lived much at our eafe, the time 
grew tedious, and we wanted much to be 
gone. 

About the roth of May, the ice began 
to break up in the Baykall, and continued 
floating down the river, for fome days, in 
great fhoals. The weather was very hot 
before the ice came down ; but when this 
happened, an alteration was fenfibly felt ; 
for the air about the fides of the river bes 
came extremely chilly. A fmall part only 
of the ice, about the mouth of the Angara, 
floats down.that river ; the reft, being {cate 
tered along the fhore by the winds, is melt- 
ed down as the feafon advances. This is 


accounted 
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areounted the moft unhealthy feafon of 
the year; as people, notwithftanding all 
poflible precautions, are very apt to catch 
egld.. I-have.already made fome remarks 
on Irkutfky, and the country adjaceat ; I 
fhall therefore only add, that, in fummer, 
which is very hot, the country is much 
peftered with {warms of mufkitoes and 
large gnats, which are fo troublefome, that 
thofe who have occafion to’ go into the 
fields are obliged to wear nets of -horfe 
hair, to defend their faces from the attacks 
of thefe infects, 

July 2d, the. barks arrived fafe from Se- 
linginfky, with our peopic and baggage. 
They told us many difmal ftories of the 
hardthips they had fuffered in paffing the 
defert ; but, on comparing notes, the dif- 
ference was not great between their mif- 
fortunes and our own. 

After our people had refted a few days, 
and neceflaries were procured for the voy- 
age, onthe sth they fhoved off, and rowed 
down the Angara, The ambaffador, mye 

felf, 
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‘elf, and two fervants, ftaid behind, in or- 
der to proceed in a fmall fhallop, which 
had a little cabin in the tern, and was row- 
ed with ten oars. The commandant: cau- 
fed it to be built for our ufe ; and as it fail- 
ed quickly, and was rowed by our own 
men, we could purfue the voyage at plea= 
fure, without being confined to attend up» 
on the heavy barks, 

The 7th, we went on board, accompa~ 
nied by the commandant, and feveral other 
gentlemen, and fell down the river to a 
monaftery in the neighbeurhood, where 
we were invited to dine with the fuperior, 
who made us a grad entertainment of ex- 
cellent fifh, and furnifhed us befides with 
ftore of provilions for our voyage. In the 
evening we took leave of the abbot, and 

. the reft of our friends ; and, being affitted 
by a rapid current, went down the ri- 
ver at a great rate. At night we put afhore, 
and took up our quarters in a village. 

As little of importance occurred during 
the progrefs of our voyage, I need not be 

Vor, IL Y particular 
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particular in defcribing it. The banks of 
the river on both fides are pleafant and 
fruitful, and beautifully diverfified with 
tall woods, villages, and corn-fields ; and 
we found every where great abundance of 
fifh. But what renders this fine country 
extremely difigreeable, is the fwarms of 
mufkitoes with which every part of it is 
infefted. The gnats, about Nimfky in par- 
ticular, are of a much larger fize, and are 
reckoned more venomous than any in Si- 
beria ; but have this good quality, that 
they never enter houfes as the mufkitoes: 
do. The Tongufes, when they are angry 
with any perfon, with that an Llimfky goat 
may ting him, ‘This may appear but a 
flight punifiment, but it marks the charac- 
ter of thefe fimple people. 
The gth, we failed the whole day, with 
a fair wind and flrong current, and, in the 
evening, overtook our barks, Next day, 
we came fo a great cataraét, called Padun 
from the fleepnefs of the fall, This fall 
we palled fafely, as there was water enough 
upon 
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upon the rocks for our veffels. The next 
cataract we met with, which, from its great 
length, is called Dolgoy, was reckoned 
more dangerous ; for, befides the length 
and deepnefs of the paflage, it was ex~ 
tremely crooked, winding from one fide to 
another by turns, among rocks and great 
fiones, In paffing thefe cataracts, the pilot 
fits upon the bow of the veffel, and makes 
figns with his cap to the people at the 
helm which way to fleer; for the waters, 
dathing againit the rocks and great fiones, 
make fuch an hideous noife, that not a 
fingle articulate found can be heard. The 
oars, befides, muft be plied very-hard, in 
order to prevent the veilel from running 
to either fide ; for, if once the touches the 
rocks, all the goods muft infallibly be loft, 
and, perhaps, the men’s lives; of which 
difafters there are many examples, 

The rith, we paffed another cataract, 
called Shamanfky, which is reckoned the 
moft dangerous of them all, the channel 
being very narrow and crooked. Some of 

our 
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our company chofe to walk along the 
banks, rather than run the rifk of pafling 

by water: But they repented of their refo- 

lution ; for they were obliged to fcrambic 

over rocks, and through thickets, where 

they faw many vipers, and other venomous 

creatures. We flopped, at the bottom of 

the fall, to take them on board, and re- 

frefh our rowers. As the ambaflador ftaid 

on board, I remained along with him, 

Befides thefe three great cataradts, there 
are many leffer ones, called by the coun- 
try people Shivers; but, as the paffing 
them is attended with little danger, I make 
no mention of them. 

Tt is furprifing that loaded veffels thould 
pals thefe falls againft the fireaam. They 
are commonly warped up by means of 
flrong anchors aud cables, and on the 
goodnefs of the tackle all depends ; for 
thould it chance to give way, all is loft. 
Tais is a laborious piece of work, though 
not very coiily in thele parts ; and the na- 
vigation of this river is attended with na 

other 
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Dother i inconvenience, except that of ttriking 
againft ftumps of trees hid under the wa- 
ter, 

The 14th, we left the Angara, and en- 
tered the Tongufky, a mighty ftream, 
formed by the Angara, and another {mal} 
river called Elim, The Tongutky points 
to the northward of the weft, and is well 
ftored with excellent fith, 

We went afhore this day at a little vil- 
lage called Seeza, fituated on a high bank 
of the Tongufky. Here we were met by 
our old acquaintance General Kanifer, who 
came from Elimfky to fee Mr Ifmayloff. I 
took notice before of having feen this gen+ 
tleman in our journey eaftward. We def- 
patched our barks, and flaid with him two 
days. After which we proceeded down 
the river, and he returned to Elimfky by 
water, attended only by his own fervants ; 
for, though he was a prifoner, he had lis 
berty to go where he pleafed, as an efcape 
was impracticable in fuch remote parts, 


The 
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“Phe 17th, we fet fail with an eafterly~ 
wind, and a ftrong current, which carried 
us along with great velocity. We paffed 
many villages; and fome Tongufian huts, 
upon the banks, to which we made feveral 
vifits, We found the men generally em- 
ployed in fifhing in their little canoes, and 
the women in looking after their children 
and rein-deer, which, at this feafon, lie- 
near the huts, becaufe the gnats will not 
fuffer them to ftay in the woods. In order 
to banifh thefe troublefome vermin, they 
light fires all around the place of their a- 
bode ; and the infects, unable to endure the 
{moke, immediately fly off. For the fame 
reafon, no perfon ftirs abroad without car- 
rying in his hand a fmall earthen pot filled 
with {moking coals. The canoes {kim up- 
onthe water very fwiftly, but the leaft 
touch of an unfkilful hand overfets them. 
The Tongufe places himfelf on his knees, 
in the middle of his boat, keeping it as 
even balanced as poffible ; and, wiih a lit- 
tle paddle only, ventures to crofs the great- 


nn 
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ref rivers. I have feen them haul to the 
* fide a fturgeon of great weight, Whena 
Tongufe wants to go from one river to 
another, acrofs a neck of land, he takes his 
boat upon his back, and carries it whither 
he pleafes. ; 
The roth, we were overtaken with fuch 
a heavy thower of rain, in the middle of 
the river, thar, before we could reach the 
bank, our boat was half full, notwithftand.« 
ing all hands were employed in rowing, or 
{cooping out the water. However, after 
much labour and difficulty, we at laft got 
to land, wet to the fkin ; and, what was 
much worfe, ail our bedding thoroughly 
drenched in water. After we had hauled 
up our boat, and faftened it to a tree, we 
went into a thick .wood, and kindled a 
great fire to warm and dry ourfelves ; but, 
the rain being abated, a violent ftorm of 
wind arole from north-weit, fo that we 
were forced to remain all night in this dif 
mal place, at a great diftance from any 
village, 
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village. In this condition we lay, round a 
great fire, till next morning. 

The 2oth, early in the morning, we left 
‘ghe woods, went on board our boat, and 
proceeded down the river. About noon, 
we reached a village, on the right hand, 
where we halted fome hours to refrefh our- 
felves, and dry our cloths, In the even- 
ing, we puthed off again, .and came to an- 
other village, where we lodged. On this 
river are great numbers of water-fowl, of 
different kinds, which come hither to hatch 
their young in fummer, and fly off, to the 
fouth, at the approach of winter. 1 obfer- 
ved alfo a large fowl, of a grayifh colour, 
about the fize of a kite ; after it has ho- 
vered for fome time upon the wing, if it 
fpies a fith in the water, it ftoops fuddenly, 
firikes its prey, andeven dives below water 
to catch it; after which, it flies to the 
bank, and eats it. 

There are alfo wild goats upon the rocks 
along the fhore. They are very large ani- 
tals, with long and thick horns. Their 

_ Shaggy 
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“UkaBey coat is brownith, having a black 
ridge down the back, They have Jong 
beards, like common goats, but are twice 
as large. It is furprifing to fee them leap 
from one rock ta another..; They go in 
pairs about this feafon ; but; towards: wins. 
ter, retire in herds to the fouth. -On the. 
hills, and in the woods, are all forts of 
game, and wild beafts, natural to the cli= 
mate, 

The 21ft, we overtook our barks, and 
kept in company. with them till night, 
when we arrived at a village, where wé 
Iddged. In this river are many iflands,. 
fome of which are very large, and others. 
furrounded with high rocky fhores. Moft 
of them are covered with tall bireh and 
_pine-trees, fit for mafts to thé largeft thips, 
and form a beautiful profpe@t. We had no. 
need to go afhore in order to feek fport, as 
we found plenty of wild-ducks, and other; 
water-fowl, wherever we came. Ag ;to 

- freth fith, we had more of them, in every 
village, than we could confume. 

Von i. Z The 








ago gk JOURNEY ryan. 


_goHlaving formerly mentioned the pleafant. 
‘fituation of Yenifeyfky, and thé fertility of 
the foil about it, I fhall only add, that the 

wet at-this ‘place was already far ad- 
wanced, the bariey being all reaped, andthe 
people at work in cutting their oats. This 
feems very early, in a climate fo far to the 
north, and muft proceed from the heat of 
the fummer, and the foil being fertilized 
by the nitrous particles of the fnow, which 
lies fo long upon the ground, 

Auguft 2d, we left Yenifeyfky on horfe+ 
back, accompanied by the commandany 
-who ftaid. with us all night, at a village a- 
bout ten miles from town. Next.morning, 
we took leave of our friend, and proceeded 
to Makofsky, where we arrived in the e-” 
vening, and found the barks ready waiting 
for us.., 

'. The ath, early in the morning, we went 
on board, and, pufhing off from the thore, 
rowed down the river Keat. The water 
being fhallow, we made but little way the 


firft. day ; but, as we advanced, it increafed’ 
: daily, 
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. daily, by rivers and brooks fronr both-fides, 
Before we left Makofsky, we laid in pro- 
vifions for three weeks, in which time we 
computed we would enter the Oby ; for, 
during this long navigation, there is not a 
‘fingle houfe nor village to be teeny ss ae 
one religious houfe, poffeffed. by three or 
- four monks, refembling | more an hermi= 
tage than a monattery. ag 
The Keat is réally a moft difmal river, 
‘It is not above the flight of an arrow broad, 
and fo overfhadowed with tall trees, thar 
you can fcarce fee the fun. The banké are 
a perfect wildernefs, and fo eritangled with: 
bufhes, that no creature can pafs* along 
them but wild beafts; with which thefe | 
woods greatly sbonud: . Nearthe edge of 





the river, we found great quantitics of black 

“currants upon the buthes, the largeft and_ 
beft [ ever faw. 1 was told the bears feed 
much on this fruit, 

The river Keat takes its rife from a lake 
at a fmall diftance from-the Yenifey ; 3 and, 
were a canal cut between them, which 

might 
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_ gaight eafily be done, there would be a paf- 
_fage by water from Verchaturia to the bor- 
ders of China. But his Czarith Majefty 
Seid atctheis-timne-employed in, works of the 
fame nature, of much greater importance 
to his country, F 

The Keat runs in a crooked channel, 
pointing, in general, to the weft, The bot- 
tom is ouzy, and fometimes fandy. The 
barks, at firft, run often a-ground on the 
fand-banks, and the people were obliged 
to get into the water, and heave them off, 
by main force, with levers and. fetting 
~ipates.sbefidds thefe little i inconveniencies, 
we were molefted with gnats aud mufki- 
toes, in this confined place, more than we 
had formerly been in any part of our jour- 
ney, They were not, indeed, fo numerous 
as they had, becn in the heat of fummer ; 
for the nights began to be cold, and the 
wind northerly. However, no wind could 
reach us in this clofe place; and | even 
withed mytelf in the defert again, where I 
might breathe the frefh air. In thort, the 
appear- 
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appearance of this place put me in-mind ‘oF 
the defcriptions given by the’ Poets of .the 
river Styx, ; a 
During our tedious voyage down the , 
dark Keat, otir only diverfion and exercife 
was thooting wild-ducks; *One day" ‘fyty. 
Ifmayloff and myfelf went down. the iver; 
in a {mall canoe, rowed by two foldiers, ‘at 
fome diftance before the barks. We met 
with a large flock of ducks, which fwam 
" up a narrow creek, in order to avoid us, 
We failed a little ‘way after them ; "and, in 
the mean time, our barks paffed us, and 
continued before us till night, ftilli imagin- 
ing they had not overtaken us. This da 3. 
fport coft us dear.; for, our rowers béi ue 
quite fatigued, we were obliged to telieve 





them, and row in our turns, till at lat we 
came up with the barks, both hungry and 
tired. To‘ make fome amends, we had a’ 
good dith of wild-ducks for fupper, 
The 2oth, we met with two Ofteacks fi in. 
their canoes, who had come from: ‘the tiver 
' Oby, to catch fith, and kill ducks, and had 
their 
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their fithing tackle and bows and arrows a= 
long with them, We were glad to fee any 
human creature. We called them on board, 
and they willingly ftaid with us till we en- 
tered the Oby, and fupplied us with plenty 
of fifh.and wild-fowl. Thefe were the firft 
of the tribe of the Ofteaks I had feen. I 
fhall. give fome account of them when I 
defcribe our voyage down that river, on 
the banks of which they have their habita- 
tions. : 

I formerly mentioned ‘the great abun~ 
dance of black currants growing on the 
banks “of the Keat. We found them an 
excellent and wholefome fruit; many of 
our people eat great quantitics of them 
without the leaft bad effect, , 

After a tedious voyage, with little varie- 
ty, we arrived on the 28th at a village call- 
ed Ketfkoy, a few miles diftant from the 
Oby. After procuring, at this place, what 
neceflaries we wanted, and refrething our- 
felves a few hours, we continued our voy-. 
age, making what way we poflibly could, 

for 
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for fear of being frozen up, near fome de- 
fert place on the Oby, before we came to 
Toboliky, where we intended toland. We 
had no rain all the tine we were upon the 
Keat ; which was a lucky circumftance, as 
our oars were upon deck. Had our b 
drawn only about eighteen inches water, as 
was intended, we fhould not have been a= 
bove fourteen days on this river, and there- 
by faved much time and labour; but, co- 
ming from China, every perfon in the reti- 
nue had a little, which overloaded the vef- 
fels, and retarded their progrefs, The next 
‘day, we entered the famous river Oby, 
which, from its breadth and depth of wa- 
ter, appears at leaft equal to the Volga or 
Yenifey, and could carry fhips of confider- 
able burden. 

The goth, we reached the firft town up- 
on the Oby, cailed Narim, fituated on the 
north bank, about a gun-fhot from the ris. 
ver, anda few miles from the mouth of 
the Keat. It commands a. fine: profpea, 
up and down the river, and of the weeds 

Vou, Il. Aa to 
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tothe fouth. Near the town, are a few 
corn-fields, and garden-grounds, abound~ 
ing with greens and roots. This place 
has a {mall fortrefs, governed by a com- 
mandant. The inhabitants are generally 
dealers in furs, which they buy from the 
Ofteacks ; and either carry them them- 
felves to the borders of China, where they 
are exchanged for the commodities of that 
nation, or difpofe of them to merchants 
going thither. 

The 3rit, we dined with the comman- 
dant, and fpent the reft of the day. in 
‘laying in a ftock of provifions, We found, 
at this place, plenty of fine fith, particularly 
fterlet, iturgeon, and muckfoon, and many 
more, too tedious to mention, The laft is 
peculiar to the Oby and Irtifh. 

Here 1 met with Mr Borlutt, a native of 
Flanders, who had been a Major in the 
Swedith fervice, and fent to this place a 
prifoner of war, He was a very ingenious 
gentleman, and had a particular turn for 
mechanics) The commandant treated, 

him 
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him more like a friend than a prifoner 5 
which, indeed, was the cafe of moft of. 
thofe unfortunate gentlemen whom the 
fate of war had fent to this country. His 
Czarith Majefty, well confidering their cir- 
-ciimftances, fent them to a plentifalg 
try, where they could live at-their. eale, till 





peace was reftored. ; oa 
September 1ft, having provided our- 
felves with neceflaries, and got new row- 
ers, our former ones returning to Yeni- 
feyfky, from whence they came, in the e- 
vening we went again oa board, apd, put- 
ting off in fine calm weather, rowed down 
the Oby ata great rate; our courfe being 
much favoured by the rapidity of the eur- 
rent. We pailed feveral villages, and a 
Jittle monaftery called Troytza, The banks 
to the north are pretty high, but to the 
fouth flat; by which means, on the melting 
of the fnow in the ipring, they are overs , 
flowed to a great extent, The river runs 
towards to the OHA weft, with Jittle’ va~ 
ration, ¥¥e continned our voyage night 
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and day, except in great darknefs, or a gale 
of contrary wind, when we were obliged 
, to lie by in fome creek. 

."The-Ofteacks I. mentioned above differ 
fgom all the other tribes of natives in Si- 
beria, both in complexion and language. 

‘ Many of them are fair, refembling the 
people of Finland ; and they have many 
Finnith words in their language. Their 
manner of life is nearly the fame with that 
of the Tongufe, who border with them to 
the eaftward. In fummer, they live in the 
woods, ,in huts covered with birchen bark. 
Tn winter,they: dig pits, acrofs which they 
lay flakes, above them fprcad earth to keep 
them warm. They have a fire in the 
middle, and a hole in the roof to let out 
the fmoke. During this feafon they live 
chiefly on fifh, dried and fmoked, wild- 
fowl, or what elfe they catch in hunting. 
Many of them are Mout fellows, fit for any 
fervice. Two of them, with their bows 
and arrows, a fhort {pear, and a little dog, 
will attack the greateft bear. They are 

dex- 
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déxterous archers, and fifhermen. We had 
always a number of them in canoes round 
our barks, who fupplied us with plenty of 
fith and wild-fowi, of various forts, at an 
eafy rate, Give them only a little tobacco, 
and .a..dram. of brandy, -and.they afk. 50 
more, not knowing the ufe of money..." = 

The Ofteaks, though a favage people in 





their manner of life, are far from being 
barbarous ; for a fingle Ruffian will travel 
about all their abodes, in order to purchafe - 
furs, without fear of any violence. They 
are alfo remarkable for their honefty ; and 
the {mall tribute of furs, which they pay 
annually to his Czarith Majefty, they bring 
punétually to the place appointed. - 

In fummer, they wear nothing but coats 
and fhort drawers, made of fifh-{kins, drefl- 
ed after their fafhion ; but, in winter, are - 
clothed with fkins of deer, and other wild 
beafts. oy 

They have no cattle except rain-geer 
which fupply their children with milk ; 

and 
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and are, befides, of great fervice to them on 
many accounts. 

As to their religion, they are ignorant 
heathens, like the reftof the natives of Sibe- 
ria, They have many both male and female 
Shamans, who are in great efteem among 
them. Thefe thamans have many {mall ima- 
ges,or rather blocks of wood, rudely cut with 
av knife or hatchet, reprefenting a human 
figure, dreffed up in rags of various co- 
Jours, by which they pretend to foretel 
future events, fuch as the good or bad luck 
of thofe that go a-hunting. But thefe are 
no better than others of the fume fpecies, 
already mentioned, who impofe on the ig- 
norance or credulity of their neighbours. 

From what I have now and formerly 
faid concerning thefe poor favage tribes, it 
will appear that they are involved in the 
* moft profound ignorance. Their manners 
are fo rude, and minds uncultivated, that 
many of them feem ftupid, and altogether 
cunmindful of any thing beyond their pre-~ 
fent employment, Thave, however, met 

with 
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with men of refleGtion among them, who 
agreed with the reft of mankind, in ac 
knowledging one great Almighty Creator . 
of this world, and of every thing elfe. 

The Archbithop of Tobolfky has of late 
baptifed many of the Ofteake,” and_other 
natives, in a tour he made through Siberia 
with that view ; and it is to be hoped his 
fucceflors will follow his laudable example, 
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Our arrival at the town of Surgute, 

| our journey.thence to Mofco, fome 

"account of the creature called mam- 
“mon, &e. 


\ FTER a voyage of ten days from the 

town of Narim, during which little 
xemarkable happened, we arrived, on the 
11th of September, at another town, called 
Surgute, fituated on the north bank of the 
Oby, and defended by a fmall fort.. The 
inhabitants, like the people of Narim, are 
moftly traders in furs. The adjacent coun- 
try, on both fides of the river, is over- 


grown with dark and tall woods, where 
‘ ~ there 


there is no cultivated ground, except a few 
gardens. Bread is got at a fmall charge, 
by water-carriage, from Toboliky, and o- 
ther places on the river Irtith. 

In the banks of the Oby, about this 
place, are found great quantities of that 
kind of ivory called, in this country, mam- 
mon’s horn. Some of it alfo is found on 
the banks of the Volga. Mammon’s horn 
refembles, in fhape and fize, the teeth of a 
large elephant. The vulgar really imagine 
mammon to be a creature living in marfh- 
es, and under ground, and entertain many 
ftrange notions concerning it, The Tar- 
tars tell many fables of its having been 
feen alive. But to me it appears that this 
horn is the tooth of a large elephant. 
When, indeed, or how thefe teeth came fo . 
far to the northward, where no elephants 
can at prefent fubfift during the winter fea- 
fon, is what I am unable to determine. 
They are commonly found in the banks of 
rivers which have béen wathed by floods, 
The commandant of this plage had his 

Vou, I, Bb entry 
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entry ornamented with feveral yery large 
‘ones, and made me a prefent of one of 
them. 

_ Ihave. been told by Tartars in.the Ba~ 
raba, that they have fcen this creature, call- 
ed Mammon, at the dawn of day, near 
lakes and rivers ; but that, on difcovering 
them, the mammon immediately tumbles 
into the water; and never appears in the 
day-time, They fay it is about the fize of 
a large elephant, with a monftrous large 
head and horns, with which he makes his 
way in marfhy places, and under ground, 
where he. conceals himfelf till night, 1 
only mention thefe things as the reports of 
a fuperftitious and ignorant people. 

I have oblerved, in moft of the towns 
we pafled, between Toboliky and Yene- 
fiefky, many of thefe mammons horns, fo 

_ called by the natives; fome of them very 
entire and frefh, like the beft ivory, in e- 
very circumftance, excepting only the co- 
jour, which was of a yellowith hue ; others. 
of them mouldered away at the ends, and, 


when 
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whe fawn afunder, prettily clouded. The 
people make fnuff-boxes, combs, and di- 
vers forts of turnery ware, of them. 

They are found in the banks of all the 
great rivers in Siberia, weftward of len- 
coufky, when the floodshave Watheddoma. 
the banks, ‘hy the melting of the fnow bi 
the fpring. I have feen of them weighing 
above one hundred pounds Unglih. (L 
brought a large tooth, or mammon’s horn, 
with me to England, and prefented it to 
my worthy friend Sir Hans Sloane, who 
gave it a place in his celebrated mufeum ; 
and was of opinion alfo that it was the 
tooth of an elephant. This tooth was 
found in the river Oby, at a place called’ 
Surgute), 

The rath, after we had been fupplied 
with a freth ftock of provifions, and freth 
rowers, we proceeded towards the next 
flage, called Samarofsky-Yamm, near the 
conflux of the Oby and Irtith: The wind 
being contrary, we made but flow progrefs. 
The near approach of winter, which ufu- 

ally 
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allg-begins about the fir of Q@ober, made 
-ua haften forward ag faft as poffible. 

Next day, the wind being ealterly, we 
hoifted our fails, and run along at a great 
‘wate ; and, the 14th, arrived at a fmall 
village on the north thore. The fouth bank 
fill. continued low and flat. < At this vil- 
lage we faw great quantities of wild geefe, 
picked, and fmoked, and hung in thades, 
for winter provifions. We had. fome of | 
them dreffed ; but 1 cannot much praife 
them for agreeable food. The people of 
this place catch vaft numbers of them in 
slay-nets: more on-account of the down 
and feathers, than of their fleth,, which is 
but of fmall value. We let our barks pro- 
ceed, and detained a boat to follow them, 
as foon as we had feen the method of 
catching the wild geefe. The fportfmen 
conducted. us into a {pacious open plain, 
encompafled with wood and water. Here 
he had his large nets, with wide mathes 
fpread, and a finall hut, made of green 
branches, to conceal himfelf. Upon the 

graf 


grate were fcattered about a fcore of geele. 
fkins ftuffed, fome of them ftanding, others 
fitting, in natural poftures- As foon as he 
fees a flock flying over his head, he calls, 
with a bit of birchen bark in-his mouth, 
exadily like the wild peefes” Oi hepiring, 
the call, they take a turn round, and then 
alight among the ftuffed fkins ; which being 
perceived by the fportfman, he immedi- 
ately draws a ftring, and claps the nets o~ 
ver the whole flock, or as many of them as 
are within their reach.’ The geefe always 
alight and rife with their heads to the 
windward ; to prevent, therefore, fuch as 
efcape the day-net from flying off, he has 
a deep long net, placed on tall flender 
poles, to windward, which entangles great 
numbers in their rifing. I am perfladed 
this method might eafily be practifed, in 
other parts of the world, to greater advan: 
tage ; though, I believe, there are no 
where fuch quantities of water-fowl,- efpe= 
cially geefe of different kinds, -ax ia: thefe 
northern climates, where, free from an= 

noyance, 
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noyance, they bring forth’ their young a> 
mong woods and lakes, and, at the ap- 
proach of winter, fly off to the Cafpian 
Séa,'anth other fouthern regions. ~~ 

“There is here one fpecics of geefe, called 
kazarky, of a fize lefs than the common 
wild goofe, having beautiful ftarlet {pots a- 
bout the head, and fome feathers of the 
faine “colour: in: its ‘wings. Of this fort I 
faw great flocks about the Cafpian Sea in 
winter. Befides thefe, there are numbers 
of {wans, and all forts of water-fowl, natu- 
zal to the climate. ; 
atThewobdeat? Roredl with game, and va- 
rious forts of wild-fowl, particularly the 
coc limoge, the heath-cock, and feveral o- 
thers too tedious to mention, The manner 
ta’ which the coc-limoge-is caught by the: 
Ofleacks is fomewhat curious. 

They méke a paling, about four or five 
feet high, running from any wood, along a’ 
fandy bank, to the edge of the river, ha- 
ving the ftakes fet fo clofe, that the fowls: 


cannot pafs between them. In this palingt 
they 
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they, leave openings, at certain diftances, 
large enough to afford a paffage for thefe 
birds ; and, rather than take the wing, the 
‘cock will feek a paflage from one end of 
the hedge to the other. . In: thgfe openings 
are fet {prings, on bent: branches, which, $3. 
faon.as touched, fly up,. and: catch -the. 
fowl, either by the neck or feet. The Of~ 
teacks brought us thefe, and other wild. 
fowl, in great plenty, 
.The rth, in fine weather, we continued ° 
our voyage, ufing our fails or oars, by 
turns, as circumftances obliged us. . Little 
material happened till the Igth, in the e~ 
vening, when we left the Oby, and, entered 
the river Irtith ; and, night coming on,’ 
we put afhore, where we. ftaid till next 
morning. On entering the Irtith, we had 
a ftrong current againft our courfe, which 
had been down the ftream, in all the differ. 
ent rivers, from Selinginfky to this place. 
Before I proceed farther, L thall take 
view of the famous Oby, It is one of the 
largeft rivers in the world, and runs as long 
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a -courfe as any in Siberia, or perhaps in 
any other quarter of the globe, It rifes in 
the defert, feveral hundred miles fonth- 
ward of the Baraba ; and is daily augment- 
ed, by many ftreams of different names, 
till it reaches a place called Belogarfky, 
where it takes the name of Oby, at the 
conflux of two large rivers, the Alley and 
the Tzaritt. Thefe rivers joined, form the 
Oby. The Oby fignifies doth in the Ruf- 
fian language. But I am of opinion this 
river had that name long before Siberia was 
known to the Ruffians, as the natives ftill 
give it that name, 

In going eaftward, we paffed the Oby 
upon the ice, at a place called Tzautky 
Oftrogue, where it made no great appear~ 
ance, in comparifon of what it does after 
receiving the rivers Tom, Tzulim, Keat, 
Irtith, and many others, when, indeed, it 
may be reckoned in the number of the 
largeft rivers in the world. It points ge- 
nerally to the north, with various wind. 
ings, till it meets the Keat, when it turns 
’ to 
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to the-north-weft ; and runs in that direce 
tion many miles, till, meeting with the Ir- 
tith, it turns fhort, in a rapid current, to- 
wards the pole, fwallowing up many rivers 
and brooks in its courfe, and‘gt laft, it dif 
charges itfelf into the-Norehern!: Qeean, nat 
a: great “bay called Obtkaya-Guba; or the, 
wie of the Oby. 

' Few rivers in the world contain greater 
plenty and variety of fith than the Oby, 
The banks to the fouth produce woods in 
abundance, interfperfed with corn-fields, and 
good pafturage. I have been informed, 

that in thefe parts are rich mines of copper 
and iron, and even filver, 

At the conflux of the Oby a, Irtith 
are feveral large iflands, and, farther north, 
feveral villages ; but only one town ofany ° 
note, called Bergofa, fituated on the left 
hand. 

IT may here obferve, that geographers 
generally agree, that a line drawn from the 
place where the river Tanais, mow called 

Don, Pon itfelf into the fea Re Azof, 
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or the Black Sea, to the mouth of the Oby, 
is the proper boundary betwixt Europe 
and Afia. 

The zoth, early*in the morning, we 

fhioved off from the fhore, and made the 
beft of our way up the Irtifh. In the eve- 
ning, we reached Samarioffky-Yamm, 
where we lodged this night. 
» Next day, having taken on board frefh 
fabourers, and the wind being northerly, 
and very cold, we put off in hafte, hoifted 
fail, and went along at a great rate. The 
wind continuing from this point, was a 
certain fign that winter was at no great 
diftance, and that we might foon expect to 
be met by fhoals of floating ice. 

The 22d, the north wind ftill continued 
very ftrong, to our great joy: For, altho’ 
there are many villages on the Irtifh, we 
dreaded the being frozen up near fome 
defert place. 

Next day, there fell a little fnow, which 
foftened the coldnefs of the air; but, at 
the fame time, the wind unfortunately . 

: chopped 
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chopped about to the weftward, and re= 
tarded our progrefs. 

The 24th, we continued our voyage; _ 
and, next day, the wind again becoming 
northerly, we ufed our fails all that day 
and night. We proceeded,. “without any 
thing material happening, till the “29th, 
when we reached Demianfky, a town 
ftanding on the eaftern bank. 

Next day» we fet out immediately, after 
taking in freth rowers. The fields were 
now covered with fnow, and the froft fo 
ftrong, that the ice began to float in the 
river, and we expected every day to be 
frozen up. 

Thefe figns of approaching winter in« 
fluenced Mr Ifinayloff to leave the barks, 
to follow as fhould be poffible for them, 
while himfelf made the beft of his way to 
Tobolfky, in a {mall boat. Accordingly, 
carrying me along with him, we immedi- 
ately fet out towards that place. , 

Otober the firft, we continued rowing 
along near the banks, and took in frefh 

rowers 
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rowérs as occafion offered. ‘The river was 
‘full of great thoals of ice, the froft flrong, 
and much fhow. {n the evening, we ar- 
rived,;cold:and wet, at a {mall village, 
where we lodged in a warm room, about 
fifty verit from Tobolfky. 

Next day, the river was fo covered with 
ice that we could proceed no farther in our 
boats ; but luckily, in the night, there fell 
fnow enough for fledges. We foon got 
horfes, and fuch open fledges as the place 
afforded, and, in the evening, arrived fafe 
at the city of Tobolfky, We went imme- 
diately. to. thie palace of Prince Alexie 
Michaylovitz Cherkafky, the gevernour, 
who was an intimate friend of the ambaf- 
fador. ‘This prince was much efteemed 
for his capacity, as well as his great probi- 
ty and honour. We fupped with him, and 
then retired to our lodgings; but could 
not avoid commiferating the fate of our 
fellow travellers, labouring with the ice, 

‘and afraid of beiag frozen up every mi- 
nute, hes 
‘ The 
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‘Fhe-3d, we fent fome foldiers to meet 
the barks, and affift them in coming up the 
river. And onthe sth, they arrived fafe 
at Tobolfky, where they were next day 
difcharged, 


. 


‘We were obliged to 'ftay hee for’ the fals. . 


ling of the fhow, in order to proceéd on 
fledges, the common method of travelling 
in winter. At this place we thought ours 
felves at home, having good lodgings, good 
company, afid plenty of provifions, fo that 
we waited patiently for the fetting in of 
winter ; befides, we had now a frequented 
road, lying through a well inhabited coun- 
try, all the way to Mofco. 

During our flay at Toboltky, I was 
informed, that a large troop of gipfics had 
been lately at that place, to the number of 
fixty and upwards, confifting of men, wo- 
men, and children. The Ruffians call 
thefe vagabonds tziggany. Their forry 
baggage was carried on horfes and affess 
The arrival of fo many ftrangers being re- 
ported to Mr Petroff Solovoy, the vice« 

governour, 
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governour, he fent for fome of the chief of 
the gang, and demanded whither they were 
“ going ? they anfwered him, to China; up- 
on which he told them, he could not per- 
mit them to proceed any farther eaftward, 
as they had no paflport, and ordered them 
to return to the place whence they came. 
It feems thefe people had roamed, in fmall 
parties, during the fummer feafon, crofs the 
vaft countries between Poland and _ this 
place, fubfifting themfelves on what they 
could find, and on felling trinkets, and tel- 
ling fortunes to the country people. But 
Tobol{ky, being the place of. rendezvous, 
was the end of their long journey eaft- 
ward ; and they, with no {mall regret, were 
obliged to turn their faces to the weft a~ 
gain. ; 
Before I leave this new world, as it may 
" be called, of Siberia, I think it well deferves 
a few general remarks, befides the particue 
lars mentioned in my journal. 
This vatt extent of eaftern continent is 
bounded by Ruffia to the weft, by Great 
Tartary 
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Tartary to the fouth, on the eaft and north. 
by the refpedtive oceans; its circumference 
is not eafy to afcertain, Foreigners com>* 
monly are terrified at the very name of Si- 
beria or Sibir, as it.is fometimes ealled ; 
but, from what I have faid obncerning ity 
I prefume it will be granted, that it is ‘By’ 
no means fo bad as is generally imagined, 
On the contrary, the country is really ex- 
cellent, and abounds with all things necef. 
fary for the ufe of man and beaft. There 
is no want of any thing, but people to cul- 
tivate a fruitful foil, well watered by many 
of the nobleft rivers in the world, and thefe 
ftored with variety of fuch fine fifhes, as 
are feldom found in other countrics, As 
to fine woods, furnifhed with all forts of 
game and wild fowl, no country can exceed 
it. 

Siberia is generally plain, fometimes va= 
ried with rifing grounds, but contains no 
high mountains, and few hills, except to- 
wards the borders of China, where you find 
many pleafant hills and fruitful valleys. 

Con- 
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Confidering the extent of this country, 
and the many advantages it poffeffes, I can+ 
“not help being of opinion, that it is fuffici- 
ent to centain all the nations in Europe, 
where they might enjoy a more comfort- 
able life than many of them do at prefent. 
For my part, I think, that, had a perfon his 
liberty and a few friends, there are few 
places where he could fpend life more agree- 

ably than in fome parts of Siberia. 
Towards the north, indeed, the winteris | 
long, and extremely cold.’ There are alfo 
many dreary waftes, and deep woods, ter-~ 
minated. only by great rivers, or the ocean ; 
but thefe I would leave to the prefent in- 
habitants, the honeft Ofteaks and Tongufes, 
and others like them, where, free from 
ambition and avarice, they {pend their lives 
in peace and tranquillity. I am even per- 
fuaded, that thefe poor people would not 
change their fituation and manner of life, 
for the fineft climate, and all the riches of 
the eaft; for I have often heard them fay, 
that God, who had placed. them in this 
country, 
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Klino® ; from which, inftead of going te- 
wards Cazan, we proceeded ftraight through 
the woods towards..the town of Nifhna- 
Novogorod; fituated-at the conflux of the 
Wolga and Ocka. This road is neareft, 
but very rough and narrow in many places, 
the country being overgrown with large 
tall woods, of different kinds, according to 
the nature of the foil. The principal in- 
habitants are the Tzeremith, who afford 
but indifferent accommodation for travel- 
lers ; however, the people are very courte- 
ous and hofpitable. Among them are {cat- 
tered a few Rufs villages, and a very few 
Rufs towns of fmall note; for which rea- 
fon, I hall only mention the names of fuch 
as Jay in our road from Klinoff to Kufma- 
Damianfko, (which laft place is fituated on 
the eaft bank of the river Volga), viz. Bift- 
sitfky, a large village ; Orloff, a {mall 
town; Yurieffky, a village; Kotelnitzy, a 
{mall-town ; a village called Tzorno-Retz- 
kyy alarge village called Vofkrefenfky ; 
Yaranfky, a fmall town; Tzarevo-San- 
" churfky, 
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ehurfky, anothie {mall town ; Shumetrey; 
avillage, Befides thefe, and fome others, 
we pailed through many villages, inhabit- - 
ed by Tzeremifhian and Tzoowafhian Tar- 
tars, to mention which would be too tedi- 
ous, Thefe people, : ‘having: deftroyed she 
woods about ‘their villages, live «much at 
their eafe, have plenty of corn and cattle; 
and great numbers of bee-hives, whereby 
they furnith the markets with great quan- 
tities of honey and bees-wax. They alfo 
furnithed us with changes of horfes when~ 
ever we had occafion for them; but their 
tackling of harnefs, &c. is fo bad, that 
much time was loft in accommodating 
them to our heavy carriages, fo that .we 
thought ourfclves happy when -we-met 
with Ruffian villages, which are far better 
provided in that refpeét, and more accuf- 
tomed to travelling than thofe poor people; 
who never go far from their own home. 
After a tedious journey, we came out 
of the woods to the Volga, and. travelled 
along upon the ice, which, in fome places, 
wy 
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was not very firm, In the evening we 

reached Nifhna-Novogorod, where we ftaid 
- jome days to refrefh ourfelves, and kept our 

Chriftmas-with the commandant. 

We proceeded again on the 28th, and 
little material Lappening, arrived fafe at the 
capital city of Mofco, on the 5th day of 
January 1722, where we found his Czarith 
Majefty, and all the court, who had lately 
arrived from St Peterfburgh, and prepara- 
tions were making for grand fire-works, 
triumphal arches, and other marks of joy, 
on account of the peace: With which I 
fhall conclude my journal. 
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I THINK ic will not be unacceptable to 

the reader, if I fubjoin a lift of the 
places and diftances between St Peterfburgh 
and Pekin. They are as follows. 

Tt is to be noted, that the diftances, be~ 
tween St Peterfburgh and ‘Toboliky,”in 
Siberia, are all meafured verfts, each verft 
being 500 Rufs fathoms, each fathom 
confifting of feven feet Englith meafute; 
fo that a Ruffian verft meafures exa@ly 
1166 3 yards, 


Verfts, 
From St Peterfburgh 

to Yethore 35 
Toffintky-Yam 23° 
Lubany 26 
Chudova 32 
Spatkoy Polifte 25 
Podberezwa _ 23 
Novogorod 22 
Bronitza 35. 
Zaitfo 30 
Kriftitkkom - 3r 


Carried over 282 
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Verfts. 
Brought over 282 
to Yazhetbeetfach 39 
“Zerenigorikom 23 
Edrovo "2a 
Kotelofiky 35 
Vithny-Volotthoke 36 
Vidropufko 33 
Torfhoke 36 
Medna 33 
Tweer 28 
Gorodna 3 
Zavidova 27 
a Klion 29 
Pefhka 30 
Thhorny Graz 24. 
City of Mofco _ 28 
Novo-Derevenoy - 27 
Bunkovo 26 
Kyrzatiky 29 
Lipnach 28 
Undola 47 
Volodimer - 22 


Carried over 883 
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Verfts, 
Brought over 883 
to Selo-Sudogda 34 
Mofhkach 30, 
Selo-Dratihevo 26 
Murom . "go: 
‘Selo-Monachovo - sg 
Selo-Pagofty : 29 
Selo-Bogoroditzky 39 
Nithna-Novogorod 28 
Zyminka 25 
Selo-Tatintza "gr 
Belozerika 35 
Fokina 29 
Selo-Sumkach 34 - 
Kofma-Damiantko 20 
Bolfhoy Rutky 10. 
Kumea ; 50 
Shumetrey 30 
Zarevo-Santzuriky 30 
Potavinoy-Vrague 47 
Yaranfkey 29 


Selo-Votkrefentky 34 


ap 


Carried over 152 


ra 
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Verfts. 
Brought over 1528 
to Thhorna-Retzka_ |. 47 
- ._Kotelnizy 46 
Yurioffky 20 
Orloff ; 26 
Selo-Biftritz ai 
Klinof 30 
Slobodiky 28 
Selo-Prokofieffky 30 
Selo-Solovetzkoy 33 
Troitfka-monaftery 22 
Kruto-Gortky 25 
_Katharinfky-monaftery 25 
Tikofiky 35 
Leonfky 25 
Kay-Gorod 35 
Reka-Volva 34 
Korith Retika Berefofiky 25 
Selo-Yfinoffky 30 
Zezefiky Ss 
Selo- Koflinfky 36 
Logginoff 32 


Carried’ over 4348 
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Verits, , 
Brought over 2148 
to Selo-Syriniky ” 28 
Nikonoff 25 
Town of Sollikamfky 30 
‘Martinfkoy "3 gy 
-Yanvey’ 35 
Moltzanoff 35 


From Moltzanoff to Verkuta~ 
tia are five ftages, making .181 
thence to Saldinfkaya Po- 


goftia 27 
to Maggnevoy 46 
Fominoy 28 
Babichinoy 53 
Turinfkky 530° 
Slattkoy 50 
Selo-Rofthdefvintky 50 
Tumeen gt 
Sofsnovoy 46 
Pokrofika-Slaboda 31 
Hkinfkoy 35 
Carried over - 2997 
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Verfts. 
Brought over 2977 
to Backfarino ae ESOS Gh 
“Ghefiakove — 6 
Dechterevo 39 
City of Toboliky 43 
3119 
From St Peterfburgh to Mof- 
a 7 73+ 
From Mofco to Kufma-Da- 
mianfko - 564. 
From Kufma-Dariiantka to” ~ : 
Zarevo-Santzurfky - 120 
From Zarevo-Santzurfky to 
Sollikamfky -— «813 
From Sollikamfky to Tobol- 
fky - : 888 
3119 


It 
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Tt will be obferved, that, in our journey 
outwards to China, we went by Cazan, 
which muft make the diftance we. travel- 
led between St Peterfburgh and Toboliky, 
more than the above ‘(whieh i is- the fhorteft 
road) by at leaft 200 veaie::: 

“The ‘toute continued from: “Foboliky 
eaftward, down the river Irtith, and up the 
rivers Oby and Keat by water. 


From Tobolfky Verfis. 
to Samarioffky-Yamm 570 
the town of Surgute 262 
the town of Narim 59° 
the town of Makofiky 
up the river Keat 1480 
by land, to Yenifeyfky -ga. 
to Elimfky, along the 








river Tonguiky 627 
to Irkutfky 450 
crofs the Baykall lake to 

Selinginfky 394 


to Saratzine, the boun- 
dary between Ruffia ~ 
and China lo} 





Gantied over 4569 


220A JOURNEY 
- Brought over 4569 


E722 


to the river Tola - 407 : 


the wall of China, crofs 
the: Hungry Stepp, or 

- , Defert, ae 1212 
‘the city of Pekin 200 





From Toboliky to Pekin 
From St Peterfburgh to To- 
boliky 


6448 


3119 


9567 


N. B, The verfts between Tobolfky and 
Pekin are computed, which generally ex- 


ceed the meafured verft, _ 


_ It will be noted, that the route above 
recited is that by which we returned from 


China, © 
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HIS Journal is a very curious, and 

an authentic piece, and certainly me= 
sits the attention of the public, as well for 
its ufe, as the novelty of the fubjed& it 
treats of. 

Asthe worldis not fo fufficiently informed 
of what paffes in thofe diftant countries, as _ 
to form a tolerable judgment of what the 
court of Ruffia may have to do with that 
of China, | am now abont togive'a fuccin& 

relation 
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relation thereof to the readery;that it may 
ferve him as an introduétion tothe work, 
It is now. well knawn:that: whe frontiers 
of. Siberia are contiguous to thofe of: Chi- 
a5 for this reafon, it is natural to think 
that the court of Ruffia fhould have more 
frequent correfpondence with that of China 
than any other court of Europe. Never- 
thelefs, this correfpondence between the 
two courts is of no ancient date, as it did 
not commence but fince the Mongall Tar- 
tars made themfelves mafters of China, a- 
bout the year 1040 ; for it was about that 
time thatthe, @uffians, after being poffefled 
of Siberia from the latter end of the fix. 
teenth century, began to fpread themfelves 
over that vaft country, not having met the - 
leaft refiftance from the ancient inhabitants 
of thofe parts; till, at laft, they came to 
eftablith themfelves about the lake Baykall, 
and the river Amoor, thereby becoming 
near neighbours to the Mongall Tartars 3 
by intercourfe with them the Ruffians foon 
¢ame to underftand that their nation had 
poffeffed 
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poffefled themfelves of China; and that it was 
the Prince who was atually their Ghan who 
fiffed at that time the throne of China, 

The court of Ruflia was not ignorant of 
the extreme opulence of the empire of Chi- 
naj and, apprifed that. the -diftance: from 
Siberia could not be great, refolved to try 
if they could not draw fome advantages 
from that difcovery, by eftablihhing a regu- 
lar commerce between Siberia and China ; 
promifing themfelves no lefs, than to draw 
into Ruffia, from that empire, a great part 
of its riches. For this purpofe, the court 
of Ruffia fent, fucceflively, feveral ambafla- 
dors, or envoys, to China ; who fucceeded 
fo well, that the Chinefe, at length, con- 
fented to the entry of the caravans into 
their dominions, from Siberia, on condi- 
tions very advantageous to Ruffia. 

During thefe tranfations, the Ruffians 
daily gained ground on the frontiers of 
the Mongall Tartars ; and even made no 
feruple, when they thought fit, of eftablith- 
ing themfelves on their territories, with a 

Vou, IL. Ff defign 
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defign.to approach on one fide, along the 
river Amoor, towards the Oriental Sea ; 
and, on the other fide, along the river Se- 
linga, towards the frontiers of China, 

In the mean time, the new government 
of China was not long of comprehending 
that all thefe new fetdlements, which th® 
Ruffians made upon the frontiers of the 
Mengalls, would tn time render their power 
too formidable to the fubje@s of China ; 
and might come at laft to be very dange- 
tous to the repofe of China itfelf, in cafe 
any mifunderftandings between the. twe 
nations. thould arife, «On thefe confidera- 
tions, they refolved to oppofe fettlement to 
fettlement, and to build fome towns and 
villages on the frontiers of the Mongall 
Tartars, at fome diftance from the laft 
fettlements of the Ruffians ; in order there- 
by to prevent their penetrating further into 
the country, to the prejudice of the Tartar 
fubjeéts of China, , 

In confequence of this refolution, “the 
Chinefe built, about the year 1670, the 

towns 
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towhs‘of Mergeen and Naun, and the bo-~ 
rotiph of Xixigan, with feveral other bo- 
rBughs and villages thereabouts ;_ which 
they peopled with colonies of Mongalls, ” 
fubjeéts of China. 

Thence arofe’ difpites- betweenthe-two 
empires," on “the fubjeé of theif froutiats, 
And, in place of the negotiations being 
confined to affairs of commerce, and mu- 
tual proteftations of amity and friendthip, 
“on one fide and the other, the grand objeét 
of all their aims came now to be the ac- . 
commodation of the affair of the frontiers, 
and the regulation of limits between the 
" two empires, But, in as much as one 
would preferve to themfelves the right-of 
doing as they thought fit, and the éther 
would, at all hazards, keep them from 
doing what they thought dangerous, there 
arofe a great coolnefs between them; 
which came to blows in the years 1684 
and 1685, It is true, that they labowd- 
incellantly, both on. the one-fide‘and' the 
other, for a re-eftablifthment of good har- 

mony 
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monyibetween the two nations; to this 
end there were held two different ‘congref- 
fes, at the town of Nerchinfky, between the 
plenipotentiaries of Ruffia and»thofe, of 
China. But thofe gentlemen met with fo 
many difficulties, in reconciling their dif- 
ferent fentiments and interefis, that they 
were obliged to feparate without fuccefs, 
Atlaft, FE, Gerbillon, a Jefuit, returned a- 
gain to the town of Nerchinfky, in quality 
of plenipotentiary of the court of China, 
and there, in 1689, figned a treaty of. 
peace, and perpetual alliance, between the 
two emplres ; which ’Was afterwards rati- 
fied, in the ufual forms, by both the courts. 
That treaty was not very advantageous to 
the Ruffians, becaute it fet botinds to their 
eftablifhments on thefe frontiers, which 
was a very difagreeable article. And, as 
they believed the Chinefe would not regard 
it very ftri@ly, provided they did not ad- 
vance further on the fide of the Selinga, 
and the towns they had lately built to the 
fouthward of the frontiers, the Ruffians 
again 
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again: “began to make new fettlementg along 
the river Amoor ; and, at laft, to build a- 
long the fouth bank of that river, thirty 
leagues beyond their limits, a town they 
called Albazin ; in hopes that the Chinefe 
could not be: withont; Siberian, furs, and 
would rather choofe to wink at-thefe enter. 
prifes, than enter into a new war, But 
they were quite miftaken in their calcula- 
tion ;. for the Mongalls furnithed fuch 
quantities of furs to China, from the time 
they had orders from the Chan to fpread 
themfelves along the banks of the Amoor, 
that the Chinefe began to perceive that 
they could be f{ufficiently fupplied .with 
furs, without thofe from Siberia. And in 
thefe fentiments they {poke freely their 
thoughts of thefe new enterprifes of the 
Ruihans. 

In the mean time, the Ruffians gave 
them good words and fair promifes, but 
continued to carry on their point, flatters 
ing themfelves that. they might find.fome 
favourable opportunity of pacifying them, 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs, the Chinefe growing doubt+ 
ful of the Ruffians complying with their 
demands, which they thought well found- 
ed, at length they had recourfe to force ; 
and, in the year 1715, made the Mongalls 
fubje&ts to China, take arms, and laid fiege 
to the town of Albazin, the place which 
was the principal ground of their com- 
plaints. This fiege continued three years ; 
and, as the late Peter the Great was occu- 
pied in his grand defigns to the weftward, 
he would not continue the quarrel with 
China. Thus they let the town fall into 
the hands of the Mongalls, and agreed to a 
new provifional treaty with the court of 
Pekin. But, as other differences on the 
frontiers fill fubfifted, the court of Ruffia 
fent again, in 1719, an envoy extraordi- 
nary to Pekin, to regulate entirely what re- 
mained to be adjufted between the two em- 
pires ; and feeing that, by means of thefe 
differences, the commerce of the caravans 
was much leffened, the true obje& of his 
“megotiation was to re-eftablifh that com- 
merce ; 
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merce ; and, to that end, to try to induce 
the court of China to confent to the refi- : 
dence of an agent from Ruffia, at the court 
of Pekin, who might take care‘to watch — 
over the affairs of the caravan, and fo pre- 
ferve a good underftanding between the 
two empires. The efvoy of Ruffia, ha- 
ving happily executed the Jaft part of his 
commiflion, left, at his departure from Pes 
kin, Mr de Lange, as agent of Ruffiaat the 
court of Pekin, who was the author of the 
following Journal. 

The public is obliged for this tra@ to a 
foreign minifter, who refided many years 
at the court of Ruffia, and who permitted 
it to be communicated to the public. But; 
to make the reading of it more agreeable, 
and more ufeful to the world, it was 
thought .fit to add fome little remarks in 
the places which requiyed elucidation, that 
nothing might be wanting to the reader oft 
fo interefting a fubjed. 


TouR. 


JOURNAL 


Me DE LANGE, &. 


March 1721, 
M* DE ISMAYLOFF, ambafla- 


dor and envoy extraordinary of his 
Czarifh Majefty, having fixed his depar- 
ture from Pekin to be on the 2d of March, 
after having finithed his negotiations at the 
court of China in the beft manner he pof- 
fibly could *, I took the refolution of ac- 
Vou. If. Gg companying 


* Mr De Ifmayloff, a gentleman of great merit, : 
and a Captain in the regiment of the Preobrafchinfky 
guards, was fent, in the year 1719, by the late Empe- 

. 
. ror 
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companying him to the wall of China; 
but the gentlemen of the miniftry thapght 
Froper to refufe me a pafiport ; pretending 
that, as I was ordered by his Czarifh Ma- 
jefty to refide at the court of the Chan ¥, 
it was neceflary that I fhould have permif- 
fion of the Bogdoi-Chan himfelf, not only 
for going as far as the grand wall, but alfo 
for every time that I would go to flay a 
night without the walls of Pekin; to the 
intent that the court might always be affu- 
red 





tor Peter the Great, to China, with the charader of 
ambuffador and envoy extraordinary, to renew the trea+ 
ties between Rautiia and China, and to endeavour to 
bring the court of Pekin to agree to a regulated free 


commerce with Ruflia. 


* All the Tartars give to their reigning princes the | 
title of Chan ; and, as the houfe which at prefent fills 
the throne of China is come from that branch of Pagan 
Tartars known to us by the name of Griental Mongalls, 
the Emperors of China co:form themfelves to the efla- 
blithed cuftom of their nation, preferving, to this. - 
time, the title of Chan. Vide Hit. Genealog. des 
Tattares, a ue 
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red.that no ill accident fhould happen to 
tne, being a foreigner *, And, as the Bogs 
doi-Chan had already quitted his refidence 
of Pekin, to take the diverfion of hunting, 
it was not without.a good deal of trouble 
that. I obtained permifies 9 ‘WOSORApADy 
Mr De-Hmayloff as far as- Grampinks; 
which is a town 60 ly { diftant: from 
Pekin, from whence I-returned, being e~ 
fcorted by a clerk of the council for. 
the affairs of the Mongalls, and fome fot« 

diers 


* Mr De’ Ifmayloff, at his departure from Pekin, 
left, by virtue of his infru@ions, Mr de Lange, in qua 
lity of agent of: Ruffia, to treat of, and bring toa 
conclufion, a regulation of commerce, aad the eltablith- 
ment of an ealy correfpondence between the two em- 
pires ; and, although the Chinefe miniftry oppofed 
moft ftrenuouily the rcfidence of the faid agent, at their 
court, on pretence that it was contrary to the funda. 
mental conftitutions of the empire ; yet the faid ambaf. 
fador knew fo well how to take his meafures, that the 
Bogdoi-Chan gave his confent to it, notwithfanding all 
the intrigues of the miniitry to the contrary. 


+ One ly of China is exaaily 360 geometrical paces, 
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diers 5 and thus came back to-Pekin on the 
6th. 

The 7th, early in the morning, I faw 
enter the-court-yard of my houfe a man 
who had the appearance of a poor beggar; 
he brought with him fome poor ftarved 
fowls, and falted cabbage, together with 
fome pots of taraflun, which is a fermented 
liquor, made of grain, and what the Chi- 
nefe drink inftead of wine, making it warm 
_ before they drink it, This man, having 
fet it all down in my court-yard, was re- 
turning, when I ordered him to be called 
back, to inform:me of the meaning of his 
fo doing. Upon which he told me, “ That 
“* it was part of the provifions he had 
bought for me, by order of the college 
who have the charge of the Emperor’s 
magazines of provifions ; but that, not 
being able to bring all at once, he was 
going to fetch the reft.,” Whereupon, 
being informed by him what his occupa- 
tion was, I underftood, ‘* That he had 
* made a contract with the faid college to 

* furnith 


“ 


ee 


“ 


es 
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‘© furmith me, every nine days, with a cer- 
* tals quantity of provifions for my houfe,” 
Upon which I ordered him to take every 
* thing away that he faid he had bought for 
me, and to bring no more to my houfe, - 
ull I thould seceive previous information, 
from the- council for foreign affaira,. how. 
much I was daily to receive by order of the 
Bogdoi-Chan, and through whofe hands I 
was to receive them, 

Whereupon I fent to let the Mandarin, . 
(who were appointed to propofe to the 
council what might regard me) know what 
had occurred with this man, who came, in 
the above manner, to bring me provifions 
on the part of the Bogdoi-Chan ; and alfo 
that I fhould always moft refpeétfully re. 
ceive whatever the Bogdoi-Chan, from his 
friendthip for his Czarifh Majefty, thould 
order for my fubfiftence, in cafe it was fent 
me in a proper manner ; at the fame time, 
defiring them to.acquaint me with the par- 
ticulars of what the court had ordered for 
my .fubfiftence. Whereupon thofe gen- 

tlemen 
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tlemen fent me the following anfwer, ° 
“That I fhould receive the fame allow-. 
* ance which I had received_before, during 
** the reGidence of the enivoy extraordinary 
“Mae this court, and that they had already 
** made an agreement to deliver my allow-~ 
“ance regularly.” I reprefented to them 
thereupon, ‘* That I never had any fepa~ 
* rate-allowance during the refidence of his 

- “ Excellency the envoy at Pekin, having 
“had the honour of eating always at the 
“ fame table with him ; that, for this rea~ 
“fon, I could now_receive nothing, ‘until 
1 fhould know precifely wherein it was 
“to confift ; and that, after I fhould know 
“ what the allowance was’to be, I fhould 
“ defire them to pay me the amount of 
“the fame in money, which they were to 
** pay to the purveyor.” Thefe gentlemen 
were not wanting in letting me know, 
“That I ought not fo nicely to examine 
“what the Bogdoi-Chan, without any 
* obligation, had ordered to be given me 
** out of his mere grace.” But I affured 
them, 
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theta, "fn ftrong terms, in my turn, “ That 
“M# abfolutely would. receive nothing on 
* thefe terms; for I was very doubtful 
“ whether the Bogdoi-Chan was informed, 
“that fuch a perfon was trufted with the 
“‘ difpofition of What’ dliWtitice Sieg 
“ pleafed 6 order’ for me.” This refolu- 
tion’ much difcompofed the gentlemen. 
Mandarins, who had reckoned on fupply- 
ing their own tables with my provifions ; 
bur, feeing how difficult it was to obtain 
their ends on this occafion, they at laft de- 
livered to me the following fpecification, 
and faid it was what the Bogdoi-Chan 
had ordered for my allowance, viz, per 
day, 











1 fith. 

1 theep, * 

1 pot of taraffun, 
1 fowl. 7 
1 bowl of milf 
2 02. of tea. 

2 oz, of butter, 


2 0Z, 
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“<9 oz. of lamp-oil, 
2 gin falted cabbage. 
2 {mall meafures of rice. 
15 gin of wood. 
To my interpreter per day, 
1 oz. of tea. 
= gin of flour. 
2 oz. of butter. 
*2 oz. of lamp-oil. 
2 {mall meafures of rice. 
8 gin of wood. 
And every 9 days a theep. 
To every one of ny domeftica per day, 
“4 pin of beefy “* 
1 oz, of falt. 
1 meafure of rice . 
5 gin of wood. ; 

To a dragoon who was left.behind by the 
envoy at Pekin, upon account of fome 
tapeftries they were working for his 
Czarith Majefty, 

1 mealure of rice. 
1 oz. of tea. 


gin of flour. 
2 Oz ‘ 


1721, BER DE LANGE, 241 


‘#2 oz. of butter, 
2 oz. of lamp-oil. 
5 gin of wood, 
And every 9 days a theep. 
By Jaen you are to.underftand ounces, 
and by gis pounds, ge 8 gl ahd 
Upon delivering this {pecification, the 
Mandarins acquainted me, ‘* That, as they 
“were obliged to buy the fith, the fowls, 
“the fheep, and the milk, for my provi~ 
@ fions, with ready money, I might receive 
“the value of thofe things in money ; but, 
“‘in regard to the other articles, I muft 
“content myfelf to receive them in kind 
“ from the Chan’s magazines *.” 
Vou. If. | Hh Upon 


* The Emperor of China ‘receives the greateft part 
of the tribute of his fubjeéts in the country in provie 
fions and manufaures of the ‘growth of the feveral 
Provinces, which are afterwards difiributed in kind to 
all perfons in the fervicegé this monarchy, and reckon- 
¢d to them as part of th@W falary ; fo that all the gold 
and filver, that comes into the treafury of the Chan, ° 
arifes from the tribute of the cities, the duties inwards 
and outwards, the tolls of paffengers, the mines of gold 
and filver, and fines or confifcations ; all which toge- ‘ 
ther amount every year to immenfe fums. 
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_ “Upon which I affured them, “ I fhould 
" make no objeétion, provided they did it 
“in a decent manner, and not by unknown 
_“ people that marched off as foon as they 
had thrown it down in my court-yard, 
“as they had once done.” At the fame 
time | demanded of them, ‘“* Whether I 
* could ftill have the Chan’s horfes, to 
“ make ufe of them when I fhould have 
“ occafion, as [ had during the refidence of 
“the envoy extraordinary.” They an 
fwered me thereupon, “ That I might cer- 
‘tainly have the Chan’s horfes always ; 
. * but then; aa the able’ of the Chan were 
“© ata confiderable diftance, it was necel- 
“ fary for me always to acquaint them of 
“* my intentions, the day before I intended 
“to ride out; upon fuch notice, they 
“‘ would take care that the horfes thould 
‘always be ready at o— very ear 
“ly in the morning *°*-.To avoid this in- 

: convenience, 
* At Pekin, they always make vifits in town on 


horfeback. But the Princes of the blood, and the 
grand 
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convenience, and to avoid the being cbli- 
ged.to Ict them know every day where I 
would go, I took the refolution to buy fix 
horics,and to keep them at my own expence, 
though forage was very dear at Pekin, 
The Euard that had been placed upon, the 
hia 
ftay at Pekin, under the command of a bri- 
gadier, remained ftill on the fame footing 
after his departure, as did the two Manda- 
rings of the 37th order *, together with a 








envoy’s quarters, during the time 


clerk, to receive from me whatever I fhould - 
have to propofe, whether by word of 
mouth 


grand Mandarines, are generally carried in litters on 
thefe occafions, attended with a numerous train of dor 
mettics. ° 

* Every man appointed to any public charge or dig- 
aity in China, from the higheft to the loweit, is called 
by the name of Mandarin ; whence it comes that there 
are many orders, which are all dittinguifhed, one from 
the other, by differencggef habits, chara&ters, and fi- 
gures, which are embrordered or fewed on their has 
bits ; infomuch that, upon feeing a Mandarin, it may 
be immediately known ‘of what order he 483’. becaufe 
every Mandarin is forbid to ‘appear in public without 
the habit of his order, under pain of the moft rigorous 
penalties. 
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* mouth or by writing, and te make their 
report to the council of foreign affairs; 
and this eppeaied to mea ia ua 
omen, 

“The cite the brigadier of the guard of 
my quarters let me know, that the Bogdoi- 
Chan would return from hunting the next 
day, and that if I was defirous to go to ‘ 

’ meet him, he ‘would give orders, that the 
Mandarins fhould be ready to efcort me 

‘with a guard of horfe for the fecurity of 

my perfon, 

“The roth, I mounted on horfeback very 
eatly to'go to meet the Chan. When his 
Majefty faw me, he called me to him, and 
afked me, “‘ If I did not repine to be alone 
“in a foreign empire, fo far from Eu- 
“rope?” He further afked, “ If 1 was 
‘well, and if I was contented ?” Upon 
which, having with a profound reve~ 
rence thanked his Meafenty for my gra- 
cious reception, I afflured him, “ That. 
“YT found mylelf perfe@ly well, and [ 

** could not but be well content “a ha~ 

“ ving 
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“ ving the honour of refiding at the court 
“of fo grand a monarch.” After which 
his Majefty, having difmiffed me, was car- 
ried in his litter to Pekin, followed by a 
very numerous court *, 

The rith, sath, and 23th; E notified-to. 
the Mandarins, folicitors in my affairs; 
“That, having feveral things to get made 
“ for the Emperor, my matter, I fhould 

“have 


* The Emperor of China might be then in his 69th’ 
lunar year ; but he was till very well difpofed in body 
and mind, and was looked upon as a monarch of fupe- 
rior penetration and genius. The Fathers Jefuits, Mit. 
fionaries in China, had great influence with him; and 
he ufually confulted them on all affairs of impore 
tance. He mounted the throne anno 1662, aged eight 
years, and died in September 1722, 

The Prince, his 3d fon, who already commanded 
the armies of the empire, fucceeded to the empire; for 
the deceafed Emperor had confined his two eldeft fons 
in a clofe prifon, fome years before his death, upon 
fome alledged attempts to rebel, true or falfe, and de« 
clared them excluded from fucceeding to the empire. 
Neverthelefs their brother fet them at liberty, immedi- 
ately upon his acceffion to tlie empire, and heaped fa- 
vours on them, to make them forget the lofs of their 
right, which he poffeffed. 
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“ have great occafian for the méney which 
“ divers merchants of Pekin were owing to 
“the commiflary Gufaitnikoff, who had 
“ been Jately at Pekin with the caravan of 
“Siberia *; and { craved their affitance 
“to facilitate the recovery of thofe fums, 
“‘feeing the debtors had engaged them- 
* felves, before the envoy extraordinary, 
“to pay me the fame immediately after his 
“ departure." The Mandarins explained 
themfelves very favourably thereupon ; but 
our debtors, having got notice of it, retired 
into. the country, “which obliged. me to’ 

leave this affair to another. opportunity. 
‘The rsth, the Bogdoi-Chan went to 
Czchan-zchumnienne, which is a houfe of 
"pleafure belonging to his Majefty, 12 ly 
weftward of Pekin, where-he frequently 
makes his refidence. But having obferved, 
in his paffling, that the triumphal arches, 
and other like arnaments, which are raifed 
on 


They give the title of Commiflary to thofe who 
have the direction of the caravans, which come from 
_ Siberia to Pekin to trade. 
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on is birth-day, on both fides of the 
gratid road, paved with fquare flat ftones, 
that reachés from Pekin to Czchan-zchum- 
nienne, were not of the ufual magnificence, 
all the miniftry were difgraced for many 
weeks. Upon: whieh the minifiers; having 
inftantly ordéréd the demolitiow of alt-chat 
had been built, caufed to be built up-anéw, 
from the palace of the Emperor at Pekin 
quite to Czchan-zchumnienne, a great 
number of triumphal arches, and of moit 
magnificent columns, of an exquifite tafte, 
all embellithed with gildings, and feftoons 
of all forts of rich filks, of moft lively fi- 
gures and colours. At the fame time, in 
feveral places, they. erected theatres::of 
great beauty, where the moft able come- 
dians exerted their talents, in reprefenting 
the moft difficult and curious parts of their : 
profeffions accompanied with the grande 
concerte-of mufic, both vocal and infttah 
meatal, diverfified with the amufements of 
dancing, and feats. of uncommon agility, 
All thefe entertainments being prepared, 
the 
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the minifters went in a body to the impe- 
rial palace, fupplicated the monarch on 
their knees, with their faces. proftrate to 
the ground, that he would be pleafed to 
admit them to his good graces, and that he 
would be pleafed to fend fome, in whom 
he could confide, to examine their new 
ftru@tures *. But the Bogdoi-Chan order- 
ed them to be told, ‘“* That he would fee 
* nothing of what they had done, and that _ 
“he would never celebrate his birth-day 
“* at Pekin more, for that he was as much 
. “ Emperor of China at Czchan-zchumni- 
* enne, as he fhould be. though fitting on 
** the imperial throne at Pekin t.” 
The 
* The honours which they pay to the Emperors of 
China approach even to adoration ; all thofe who have 
audience of him, being obliged to proftrate themfelves 
“three times before him, from which none are exempt- 
ed, not even ambaffadors, or other foreign minifters ; 
Mr de Ifmayloff, notwithftanding his quality, being 
obliged to go through that ceremony, as well as all o- 
thers. 
+ The deceafed Emperor of China held the great 
lords of China very cheap; for he very well knew, 
that, 
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>The 17th, I defired the Mandaring, foli- 
‘citors for my affairs, to- come to me upon 
bufinefs that’ regarded the council. Upon 
which they fent me word, that, one of 
them being ill, the. other dared ‘not to 
middle in matters:that . regarded:the coun. 
cil, without the participatian of. his. oort~. 
rade. This obliged me to wait the recon 
very of the fick Mandarin, and till I could 
fee them both together. 

The 18th, roth, and 2oth, I was willing. 
to avail myfelf of the opportunity the fick- 
nefs of onc of my Mandarins gave me, to 
make fome vifits to merchants of my ac-_ 
quaintance, and to the Father Jefuits,- 
hoping thereby to induce them to return 
my vifits, and give me opportunity of 

Vou, Il. Ti knowing 
that, in their hearts, they bore the Tartar yoke very + 
impatiently. Neverthelcfs, fince the very feveré exe- 
cutions he ordered in the beginning of his reign, he 
feldom punifhed with death the great ‘Chinefe Manda- 
rins, who fell into difgrace, contenting himfelf with 
condemning them to Pay exorbitant pecuniary fines ; 


which incapacitated them from doing any thing againi 


his authority, whatever defire they might have fo to 
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knowing fomething of the commerce of 
this empire. But 1 found that they all re- 
ceived my vifit with very forced civilities, 
and great referve, particularly the mer- 
chants, who endeavoured to appear much 
occupied about other important affairs ; fo 
that, feeing it very difficult to bgjng them 
into my views, in the prefent conjun@ure, 
I thought it beft to poftpone thefe forts of 
vifits toa more proper time. But they, 
not doubting that fuch a reception would 
occafion my making many refletions, let 
me know, by a third hand, “ That my 
** vifits fhould be: always moft agreeable to 
“them, and that they wifhed,. with all 
“their hearts, to divert me every day bet- 
“ter than the cuflom of their country per- 
““mitted them ; and likewife, on occafion, 
“to come and fee me, were it not for fear 
“of the foldiers, who followed me every 
“where, which prevented them: For, in 
“cafe they fhould not place the foldiers in 
“the fame chamber with themfelves and 
« 


me, and entertain them with every thing 


6 to 
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“to their liking, they were capable of ac- 
“cufing them of having a clandeftine 
“ commerce, of great importance, with me, 
“or other fufpicious negotiations, which 
“would not fail of cofting them confider- 
“ able‘fums of money, and ‘polfibly might 
“prove their entire ruin *.” It’is true, 
the Fathers Jefuits could not alledge fuch 

fears 


* The Princes of the houfs of the Tartars, whovat 
prelent reign in China, have learned, at, the expence of” 
their predeceffors, that they ought not to depend 
too much on thé fidelity of the Chinefe 3 for this rea- 
fon, allthe military of the empircis, ina manner, com. 
pofed of Mongull Tartars, who, on that, account, enjoy 
confiderable privileges, which makes them very infolent 
and almoft infupportable to the Chinefe. And as the 
number of thafe lartars were not deemed fulleient to 
curb the Chinefe, contidering the vaft extent of the em= 
pire, the late Bogdoi-Chan found it neceflary, in order ty 
augment their number, to make a law, whereby all the 
Tartar Mongallts, men or woimen, who thould marry 
with Chinefe, were obliged to bring up their children 
according to the cuftoms of the Mongails, and to teach 
them the Mongulls language ; and that, by means of’ 
this precaution, all thofe ebildren thould be deemed 
naturalized Monglls, and enjoy the privileze of native 


Mongalle, 
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fears: of the foldiers of my guard‘as the 
"Gnerchants ; their belonging to the court 
put them on quite another footing than the 
ordinary rank of people were upon ; but 
they pretended that, as they were. foreign- 
ers, they were obliged to act with great 
‘caution, in order to prevent fufpicion *, 
This did not furprife me at all, in regard 
toa nation, the genius:of which I already 
had a tolerable knowledge of. The affairs 
Thad to manage were of a very difficult 
nature, and in all countries the entering 
(Properly into fuch ought to be the princi- 
: iat are ;-but:l, neverthelefs, | Aaticred my~ 
felf, ‘that this unpromifing afpeét, at my 
entering on my funétions, would take a 
more favourable turn, as foon ag the Bog- 





doi- 


© This was but an“excufe of the Jefuits, to prevent 
the vilts of Mr de Lange, whofe refiding at Pekin 
could not be very agreeable to them, as it was to act in 
the affairs of a monarch who had turned all the Jefuits 
eut of his empire, and would fiffer no other Roman 
Catholic mifionaries, but the Cupuchins, to refide ir 
his dominions. 
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del-Chan fhould receive the credentials I 
‘had from the Emperor, my matter, 

The 22d, my Mandarins came together 
to fee me, and to know what I had to pro- 
pofe to the eae 5. japon which I requeft~ 
ed: thea; eet ra 
' on To fut the :Allegaba, de pref enc 
‘of the council for foreign affairs in mind, 
“in my name, that they had let my cre- 
“* dentials, from the Emperor my mafter, 
“remain in my hands beyond the ufual 
“‘time ; and that I waited, through his 
“ hands, the order of the Bogdoi-Chan, to 

** appoint when he would eae to receive 








panes 
“2. To acquaint’ the prefide nt, that I 
“had refolved to hire'a houfe ‘for’myfelf, 
“ near the quarters of the Ruffians, againft 
“the arrival of the caravan, to the end 
“that the faid quarters might be repaired, 
“ which, from age, were gone ta ruin, and 
“ might be entirely beat down, by the ® ap- 
“* proaching rainy. feafon-y that, anlefs this 
“reparation be made, the commiflary 
* would 
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would not know where to lodge on his 
arrival at Pekin, except he would run 
“ rifk et having the ‘metchandifes dama- 
ged. a 
* 3, To demand for mea paffffort, with 

“the neceflary efcort, for fome baggage, 
* Jeft at Pekin during the time of the am- 
“ baflade, which I wanted to fend out of 
“hand to Selinginfky *.” The faid bag- 
gage was fome raw filk which I had bought 
on account of Mr Nicolai Chriftizy, with 
cafh and effects that he had left in my 
hands +. 

bed ie The 

* Sclinginfky is the lat fortrefs belonging to Raffia, 
towards the north-welt of China. This town is in the 
country of the Mongalls, upon the eaft fide of the river 
Sclinga, 30 days journey trom Pekin, in lat. 51. 30. 
The climate of Selinginfky is very mild, and the coun- 
try about is very pleafant. ‘The Mongall Tartars did 
not accuftom themfelves to the cultivation of ground ; 
yet every thing that is {own or planted there thrives 
exceedingly. 

+ Through all Ruffia they ule hardly any other filk 
but that of China, which is undoubtedly the beft in the 
world; it being certain, that two pounds of Chinefe 


filk will go as far in manufaauring as three pounds of 
tet Pee daer ne Pralian ati 
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.Uhe anfwer, which I received immedi« 
ately after from thofe gentlemen, contain- 
ed in fubftance, “ That the Emperor hime 
““felf having allotted that houfe for my 
“quarters, no perfon would readily in- 
“ finuate to, him that I was not fatisfied 
“ with it; and that, without -afpecial li- 
“‘cenfe from him, no perfon in all Pekin, 
“were it even the imperial Prince himfelf, 
“‘ would dare to let me a lodging, feeing it 
“would thereby look as if the Bogdoi- 
“Chan had not an inhabitable houfe for a 
* foreigner.” To which I replied, “ That 
“ I made no doubt of fo great a monarch’s 
“having houfes enough for lodging as 
“many foreigners as he pleafed ; but, 
“that I was well periuaded, when the 
“ Bogdoi-Chan fhould be informed of the 
“condition that houfe was in, he would 
“not oblige me to inhabit it longer. Be- 
“ fides, that it was ating contrary to the. 
“common right, allowed by all the world, . 
“to reftrain a perfon, in a public charac- 
ter, from hiring a lodging, with his own 


** money, 
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“-motiey, which might be commodious for 
* him, without a previous application to 
“the Empetor himifelf” They anfwered 
me thereupon, “ That the ufages in Eu- 
“yope were not practifed by them ; and, 
* gs all the countries in the world had their 
“particular cuftoms, China had‘ her’s, 
“ which would not be altered on any con- 
“ fideration whatever.” “They alfo told me 
plainly, “‘ That they could not write to the 
“council on this fubje@, for that they 
* Knew of acertainty, that no perfon durft 
« make the propofition to thé Emperor.” 
Upon which having told them, “ That, 
“ as the cafe was fo, I muft fubmit to re- 
“ main there, till the impoffibility of abid- 
‘ing longer may force me to have re- 
“ courfe to other meafures.” They of 
themfelves propofed to me, “ That the 
“ Chan might be petitioned to allot me o- 
ther quarters, without alledging that my 
“ prefent quarters were in fo miferable a 
“ condition.” But, feeing I did not pre- 
tend to go out, but becaufe it wasin fuch 
a 
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agruinous fate, they perfitled in faying, 
ik. was impofiible for. them. to make the 
Propoial to his Majefty on that footing. 

The 23d, the aforefaid Mandarins came 
again to Me 0, acquaint me, “ That the 
“ praidegs would conti 
“ bers of .the council upon J 
** letters, and would put the En erorin 
« remembrance, when occafion fhould of= 






“fer. But, concerning the. fending away 
“ the baggage, I muft have patience till 
“after the Emperor’s birth-day, feeing the 
“ preparations for its celebration fo fully 
“employed every body, that nothing elfe 
“ was attended to, though of ever fo great 
“ confequence,” 
d April. 

The if of this month, the Aloy, or 
matter of the ceremonies of the Chan, in- 
vited me, by order of the Bogdoi-Chan, ‘to 
comé to Czchan-Zchumnienne. ; Upon 
which { went ‘there ‘intsaiy Iwas no 
fooner arrived, but I fent to notify the 

Vou IL Kk fame 
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farigito.the faid Aloy, and forthwith went 
tovhis apartment... Linderftood from him, 
that the Bogdet-Ghan-had-an intention to 
have admitted:me that day toanaudience, but 
other affairs had unexpectedly intervened + 
he had ordered him to deliver to mea piece 
of the tapeftry which they were at work 
upon for the Czar, in order that [ might 
fend it to Ruffia by an exprefs, and. ac- 
quaint the Czar, that.what pieces remain+ 
ed to be made fhould be ready in three 
months *. I laid hold of this opportunity 
of the paflports and, convey.neceflary | for 
the piece: of : ipa #8 tequeft of this 
gentleman, ‘* That he would be fo good as 
“to manage it fo, as that, when his Ma- 
“jefty thould give order for the paflport 
“and convoy for the piece of tapeftry, I 
“fhould, at the fame tine, be furnithed 
“ with 


* The tapeftry of China is generally made of fatin, 
embroidered with large figures of gold and filk, the 
colours very bright, but the defigns not correa ; they 
are not adjatted to furnifhing of rooms, unlefs befpoke 


on purpofe, or compofed of meny different pieces. 
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‘fgwith paffports for the baggage. above~ 
4 mentioned which I had to forward, and 
‘* that he would pleafe to be at the tronble 
’ “ of informing himfelf, when his Majefty 
“ would be pleafed to receive my letters of 
“ credence -from the: Guar swith - which. 1 
“was charged.” -Wherenpos she": Alay 
defired me to remaiti at his lodgings, whilft 
he went to make the propofal to the Em- 
peror; and, at his return, he acquainted 
me, “ That his Majefty would, out of 
“hand, give orders to the council, that 
“they fhould furnith me with the pafi- 
** ports and convoy neceflary, as well for 
“the tapeltry ae the baggage. 1 wanted to 
“fend ; but that it could not. be till ‘after 
“the birth-day.” That, as to the letters 
of credence, he did not find it proper to 
mention it to the Emperor, it appearing to 
him that his Majefty frequently thought of 
me, and would not forget my letters of 
credence *, and gave me, in fome meafure, 

an 





* The tate Emperor of China, notwithRandiag his 
great age, had fo extraordinary a memory, tll a litte 
time 
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caw affirance that the Chan would not long 
defer the receiving it. And then he made 
his excufes.that-he could not: longer wait 
on mej-being obliged inftantly to return to 
the court. 

_ The 2d, according to cuftom, the birth- 
day of his Majefty thould have been cele- 
brated, with the utmoft magnificence, at 
Czchan-Zchumnienne ; but, inafmuch as 


. his 


time before his death, that a Flemifh Jefuit, who is yet 
at Pekin, recounted to one in the retinue of Mr de If 
-Mayloff, that, above 29 years, sg, thip-gpoparch having 
thown him a wood: “pecker, 2 afked him if there were fuch 
birds in’ their country ; and, having anfwered yes, he 
alked its name in Flemifh. ‘T'hat, fome time after the 
arrival of Mr de Ifmayloff, the Emperor, having calt 
his cye on fuch a bird, atked him then alfo, if fuch birds 
“ were in their country ; and now anfwering, No, the 
SBiiperor afked him why he did not tell him the trath ; 
iand if he did notaemember, that, at fuch a time, he 
told him there were fuch birds in their country ; upon 
_ Which the father Jefuit declared, that.he had been fo 
: long out of his own country, that he really did not 
know whether there was or not. The Emperor was 
very merry upon the Jefuit’s having forgot his mo- 
“ther-tongue ; and told him the bird’s name in Fle- 
miih. 
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hiv -Majefty was fill difpleafed with his 
mhinifters, he only received the ordinary 
compliments on that occafion, without any 
other ceremony ; after which every boty 
retired to their own houfes. I had; among 
others; ‘the honout oF payitg ty cont! 
ments ‘to “his Majefty’ én that’ oceafion. 
That which appeared to me moft worthy 
of obfervation at that time was 3000 old 





men, the youngeft of which was above 60 
years old, which, by exprefs order of the 
Emperor, had been brought to Pekin from 
all the provinces of the empire. They 
were all dreffed in yellow, which ‘is the 
colour of the imperial liveries, and marched 
in parade to Czchan-Zichumnienne, where 
they ranged themfelves in the court of the 
caftle, and had the honour of making 
their compliments to the Emperor ; after 
which his Majefty diftributed to every'one, 
without diftinétion, four laen of filver, and 
fent them. home: 


The 
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“The fame day, the parfon of the church 
of St Nicolas, at Pekin *, prefented me 
with a memorial ‘of fome debts which he 
hg owing him, by diverfe perfons of that 
eity, on account of the deccafed Archi- 
mandrite, praying my affiftance in the af- 
fair? 

The 3d, having received from the coun- 
cil the neceflary paffport for the courier I 


was to defpatch with the piece of tapeftry, 
: . I 


"8 'Thofe of the Greek religion have but one church 
at ‘Pekin, but the Roman Catholics have three churches 
very magnificently built, where there refort, on Sun= 
days and holidays, a number of people of all condi- 
tions, the Roman Catholic religion being tolerated 
there; but it is remarkable, thatthe men do not unco- 
ver their heads during divine fervice, becaufe it is a . 
mark of infamy among them to have the head unco- 
ered; no women appear there, having a ieparate a- 
partment in the churches. The late Emperor favoured 
the worlhip of the Romifh church to fuch a degree, 
that he ordered that all the fons of Mandarins, who 
made their fludies under the diretion of the Jefuits, 
thould be obliged to go, all Sundays and holidays, to 
their churches, which gave great uneafinefs to the Chi- 


nile Bonzes, 
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Laefpatched him, the fame day, under the: 
efeort of a Chinefe courier, 

The 8th, fome unknown people. having 
entered my houfe, told me, by my inter~ 
preter, “ That they had bought for mea 
“° certain: timber of theepis but et. esd 

‘ not receive them in kind, the 
“ re to pay me half a laen of Mver for 
“every fheep.” I returned them in the 





fame. manner I did the former, Jetting 
them know, “That fome perfon of ‘the 

“college, which had the dire@ion of the » 
ef aaa ia $ magazines of provifions, muft 

‘come to me to fhow me thole who WERE: 
* to-bring ame. provifions,” They att 
ed ftill, on feveral oceafions; co-beiig 
wood and other provifiéns in the fame’ 
way to my houfe, without my being able 
to know who they were, or who dent’ 
them. 

The rth, 1 received the paffport for the 
. baggage of Mr Nicolai Chriftizy,. which I 
defpatched two days after from Pekin, un- 
der the efcort of a Chinefe courier. The 

prefident 
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prefident of the council letting me know, 
at the fame time, “That I ought not to 
“ fend many of thofe expeditions, ‘as long 
“as the new treaty of commerce between 
“the two empires was unratified in the 
© accuftomed forms ; feeing it was not un- 
 derftood that they confented to a conti- 
* nual paffage by fmall caravans, which [ 
“ myfelf fufficiently knew the reafons for, 
** having affifted at all the conferences held 
§* on that fubject.” 

The 13th, I learned that the Bogdoi- 
Chan was about to fet outinftantly for Ieg~ 
choll, which j is a town newly ‘built, with a 
magnificent caftle, without the great wall 
440 ly, or two days by poft, eaftward of 
Pekin, where he ufually paffes the fine fea- 
fon of the fummer in hunting, and other 
country diverfions. 

The 14th, I mounted on horfeback to 
go to the Prefident of the council, being 
arrived at the gate, the guard made me 
wait till they had acquainted him of my 
being there ; immedjately after which he 

fent 





‘266 JOURNAL OF V721. 


gpen faloon, where we fat down together, 
and were ferved with tea.and milky accor- 
ding to: the -Chinefe- yaannet.~ _ After fome 
timé;: | -defired ‘that he would put the Bog- 
doj-Chan in remembrance that I had.letters 
tdé prefent to hiny from the Czar, my maf- 
ter, and that I fhould be very glad. to know 
if he would be pleafed'to receive them be~ 
fore’ his departure. He -anfwered me 
thereupon as the mafter of ceremonies had 
done before, That his Majefty was: well 
*t infd@rmed.of it, and- would know himfelf 
whén ches wauld ibm phe traceive 
“ then, without: béing put in mind of it ; 
‘© and that, if we fhould put his Majetty 
“© in remembrance of it, that would look | 
‘* as if-he or I wanted to preferibe the time 
‘Sof doing it to hie Majefty.” I fought, 
by-all-ways -peffiblé, to engage him one. 
way or other in this affair, but all in vain ; 
and I was obligcd to hold this.for an an- 
{wer ; after which he added, ‘** That, if his 
“ Majefty had refolved not to receive my 
** etter of credence, he wauld not have — 
“ con- 
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“confented to my refiding at his court in 
' qualipy of agent; and that Mr De If 
*“ mayloff having fufficiently explained the 
** reafons of my ftay in Pekin, thefe letters 
could contain nothing .very. preffing.” 
Upon which I replied to -himy 5 ‘That, : in: 
‘© Europes the monarchs were -net accuf- 
“ tomed, when the Czar wrote letters to 
“them, to let fuch a length of time pafs 
“* without receiving them; nor take it a- 
** mils, from their minifters, if they put 
* them in mind of fuch important affairs ; 
“chat [ wever expected fuch an anfwer in 
“China; but yet, as it was what I could 
“ not remedy, I muft bear it patently, rill 
fuch time as his Majefty was difpofed 


“ 


. > 
** to receive them,’ 


The 16th, [ mounted again on horfe- 
‘back to go to fee the Alegada, or firft mi- 
nifter, in hopes of getting a refolution more 
favourable to my affair than I got from the 
prefident of the council. Being arrived at 
his houfe, I was indeed’ admitted to come 
into his court-yard 5 but, as Lhad no defire 

to 
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. te%g0-into the rooms of-his fervants;-T was 
‘obliged to remain in the-dourt till they noti- 
fied to him my being there‘: He, like the 

_ other, fent a fervant to me, fe inform him- 
felf of the. reafon of my coming. Te.whom 
I fignified, that I -wanted the honour of 
feeing him, and of acquainting him with 
an affair whigh ‘I did-not think proper to 
explain toa fervant.. The fame fervant 
returacd very-foon to me, faying, * My 
‘! mafter thanks you,’ Sir,’ for. the trouble 

‘Sogea- have given yourfelf he is very 
Sb copa: bur it Spanide FOP tim to 
46 fee yous» 4 ape e : : 
"The 19th, f was again in his selena: ; 





» hood ; and having fent my interpreter to 
him, to atk permiffjon. ‘to. fee: him for a 
moment, he fent.me word, that it was.im- 
; ‘poflible, .. becaufo he was that. inftant: going ° 
_to his Majeity; and that he did not kiow 
when he fhould have time to: {peak with 
me. Whereupon, feeing this was.an af- 
fair that could not be forced, I.refolved to , 
let it lie dormant for fome time, 

The 
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+The roth, I went to fee a German Fae. 
ther Jefuit, who, being an old acqaintance, 
and a friend of mine from’ my firft-journey 
to China;-made--no fcruple of telling me, 
that “many> ofthe “pringipal:mandarins of 
‘China’ omuche difappravea rok thei*@iian’s 
confenting “to my rentaintng® atuBiekin-*; 
But that, as there was no perfon inal the 
empire that was bold enough to dare con= 
tradiG& the will of the Emperor, unlefethey 
would expofe themfelves to very: predt ° 
danger, it was very. probable they would, 
by degrees, accuftom themfélves" to my 
ee there ue He faid to me ~ that he 








| #* The Chinefe repaid their r ancient te cuftoms 
as facred and inviolable; and it is ‘not to be wondered 
at that they with great relu@ance™ fuffer the refidence. . 
* ofa Ruflian agent at Pekin ; as it is direaly contrary. ; 
to the fundamental conftitutions of the empire, which 
abfolutely forbid the Chinefe to go out of the ¢ 
and the’admifiion’ of f foreigners to an abodei ini 





. ; * 
t The frequent executions which’ th ate tiene 
ef China was as obliged to cavle'tbe’nigtiey ia the early’ 


part 
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had frequently fent his fervant to me with 
his compliments, but that the guard at my 
door had as often turned: him back, as a 
perfon who had no bufinefé at my houfe. 
Neverthelefs, he did not think they would 
have been fo untradtable, if he would have 
given them a piece of money. He moft 
ftrongly enjoined to take no notice of what 
he told me; for he would by no means 
appear.in this affair ; it was fufficient that 
I was informed by him, in order to take 
my meafures thereupon when occafion’ of- 

feredy: re or 1 
There’ are’ at Balin a great number of 
fmall merchants, or Harter pedlars; who, as 
gee 





part of his reign, in ovder to keep the Chinefe quiet, 
occafioned fuch a dread in all the Chinefe, that the 
greatefl Lords of the empire could not approach his 
perfon without fear and trembling. Neverthelefs, this 
maonarch.was far from being a tyrant in reality, for he 
was a true lover of juftice, and {pared the bload of his 
* {ubjeéts as much as poflible. He had forbid, under the 
mott fevere penalties, the putting a criminal to.death, 
for what crime foever, unlefs he fhould confirm and 
fign the dentence of death with his own hand. 
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foon.as thcy hear of any foreiouerk being 
arrived from Ruffia, or other parts, bring 
to their quarters all forts of merchandife, 
which they..get partly. from the brokers, 
and partly from other hanfes, of. different 
forte, of, people 4vhio, aay. haweany.goods, 
which. they would be willing'te Gifpofe of; 
and it is often better to deal with thefa: 
pedlars, for all forts of curiofities, and for 
made filks, than with the thop- keepers ; 
for which reafon, | bid fome of thefe peo-. 
ple bring to my houfe, from time to time, 
what they fhould light upon moft curious 
in its kind, whether in rich filks, or jewels, 
or other goods of value, to the end that I, 
might’ acquire a competent knowledge. of 
all the forts of merchandife to be got in 
this city. Upon which they reprefented 
to me, that I might well believe that they 
fought nothing more than to gain.a little 
money, it being their trade; and, of cons 
fequence, they would not fail of doing as 
Idefired them, if my honfe was occupied 
by different perfons; becaufe what goods 
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were not liked by one, might find a buyer 
in another, and fo they might probably 
always fell fomething ; but, as | alone oc- 
cupied the houfe, and had fuch a numer- 
“ous guard at the gate, they did not know 
how to do it; becaufe, before they were 
-permitted to enter my houfe, they were o- 
bliged to: agree with «the -foldiers of. the 
guard, how much they were to pay them 
on their going out ; and, whether they 
fold any thing or not, they were equally 
‘obliged to pay the money. ah abet to 
for the. permiffion ‘of entry, - 

The 2oth,,I fent to denne, of the man- 
darins who had the care of my affairs, “ If 
“ ic was with their knowledge that the fol- 
“* diers of the guard that were at my gate 
“* did not permit any perfon. to enter. my 
“ houfe without their giving them money?” 
They, in anfwer, let me know, “ That 
“ they knew nothing of the matter ; but ¢ 
“ they would not fail to make inquiry ; 
*‘ and, if they ‘found that the foldiers, 

“through ignorance, had done -fuch a | 
“ thing, 
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** thing, they would put things in better 
* “ order for the future.” And { found 
that they had {poke to the officers of the 
guard, who told. them, “ They had ftric& 
“* orders to guard this houfe, and take par+-. 
“ ticular care: that -the..cammon people, 
“ who are generally very:“infolent,: fhould 
“ not find means of coming into the court- 
** yard to fteal any thing ;. and, as they 
‘¢ were to be anfwerable, they were obli- 
'€ ged to ufe the precautions neceflary. to 
“to this effet.” They came to report: 
this to me, as an unanfwerable argument, 
But | affured them, that, whenever the 
guard admitted people to enter my houfe 
during the day-time, I would: not-make 
them affwerable for any robbery that 
might happen at my houfe, for that I had 
a fufficient number of my qwn fervants to 
drive out of my court-yard any perfons who 
fhould dare to come there without having 
bufinefs. ee 

It muft be obferved, on this occafion, 
that the Chinefe have the cuftom of ex- 

Vou, il. _ Mim plaining 
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plaining themfelves but once on one pro= 
pofal; and, having once given an anfwer 
upon a matter, whatfoever it be, they al- 
ways hold themfelves upon this anfwer; as 
an infallible argument ; fo that, if you turn 
an affair into twenty different lights, to 
convince them, by one means or other, of 
their error, or to make them alter their 
fentiments, it is all loft trouble, they firmly 
holding by their firft word. And it is a 
general rule with the Chinefe, high-and 
lew, in all they have to do with foreign- 
ers , in fo-much that;2very-time a propo- 
fal is made to them, which their intereft or 
vanity may incline them not to approve, it 
‘may be certainly depended upon, that, af- 

_ ter infinite difputes, you will be obliged to 
receive the firft words, which they pro- 
nounced in the beginning, for an anfwer, 
be it agreeable or difagreeable. 

The 21{t, I {poke with the brigadier of 
my guard about this affair, who is 4: perfon 
gencrally efteemed by all the people of me- 
rit in the empire ; fome years paft, he had 
filled 
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filled-the greateft pofts of the ftate, but waa 
difgraced, and made brigadier, on account 
of the bad condu& of his brother. I can 
truly fay, this is the mot worthy man 1 
have known: in Chinay full of honour, rea- 
fon and ‘probity jue the Pautiors Jefaits a 
greed with ome; that: there was:nat his-es* 
qual in all this preat empire. He difappraved 
very much the condu& of. the officers and 
foldiers of my guard; buthe Teprefented to 
me, at the fame time, “ That, having pre- 
“ cife orders from the Emperor, that all fortg 
“of the lower people thould be prevent- 
“ed from entering or leaving my houfe at 

“their pleafure, to“ the end that’ no infule 

“ might be’ offered me, he could not avoid - 
“ giving the fame orders to ‘the officers of 
“my guard ; but, to prevent the abufe of 
“his orders for time to come, he would 
“come. tegularly twice a week to my 
“quarters, to have an eye on their beha- 
* viour,” Which gave me Opportunities of | 
making a particular friendfhip-with ‘him ; 
but neither mine, nor all the threats which 
the 
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the brigadier gave to the officers and fol- 
diers on this head, nor the rigérons treat- 
‘ment he made ‘them feel on feveral occa- 
fions, could get the-better of the infatlable 
_avarice of thefe military people, who look 
upon it as their right to exadt contributions 
of thofe who trade with foreigners. In 
fhort, it would have become infupportable 
to me, to be at the mercy of the chicanes 
that this pretendéd guard of honour ftudied 

fo vex me with every day, if I had not had 
‘the’ “hope. that- my’ credential letters would 
AR very ‘foon: Seaway ; avd that I fhould 
‘then bé able to do my affairs with more fa- 
‘tlsfadtion. 

The 23d, my interpreter having met 
“one of our debtors, he put him in mind of 
_the promifes he had made to Mr De Ifmay- 

lof, dtd’ aflured him, that, if he deferred 
fatisfying me, he fhould be arrefted, feeing 
this affair would not allow of more pro- 
_longation.- Upon which, he promifed to 
¢ome to me, in two or three days, with his 
; "coms 
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“comrades, and to endeavour, to the utmoft 
of his power, not to.come empty handed. 
The 26th, two of thefe debtors came to 
my houfe with a Chinefe merchant, who 
was their fecurity ; 3 they told me, that one 
of their partners, “named Dzchundzchan, 
who was indebted to ua in 1400 laen of 
fine filver, died the year before. But, as I 
‘was apprifed that three of them were firmly 
-bound in fuch cafe, one for the other, 
which they could not themfelvés gainfay, 
this fum muft be brought to the account of 
the furvivors, Of thefe two debtors which 
came to my houfe, the one named Dzchin- 
borche was ftill in arrear 700 laen, accor- 
ding to what my. interpreter faid, but he 
acknowledged no more than 650 laen ; 3 the 
other, called Dichin-fanga, was to deliver 
340 thun of kitaika * on the arrival of the 
next caravan. at Pekin, and this by virtue 
of 

~ © A fort of glazed cotton, calendered and fmoothed, 
which they make in Ching. of all forts of colours, 


whereof they fell great quantities through all the nor- 
thern Afia, 
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ef.an obligation which he-had given to the 
“commiflary Gulaitnicoff, payable to him, 
or order, I told them, “ That, though I 
“had not in my hands. the obligation he 
“had given to Mr Gufaitnicoff, that need 
“nov ninder their paying the debt to me, 


“if not all at once, at leaft. by little and | 


“ and little, according as their abilities 
“ would enable them, feeing this monéy 
“was to come into thetreafury of his Cza- 
“‘rith Majefty, and that, as -foon as they 


‘6 paid the whole, :1. would give them an 
“ obligation of: ‘indemnity, which would 
‘© make their obligations to Gufaitnikoff of 
“no value ¥” Upon which they replied, 

; "That 


“ The commerce between Ruflia and China is at 
prefent a monopoly belonging to the treafury of Sibe- 
tia, no other fubjeds of Ruffia being to concern them- 
felves in it, on pain of death, unlefs employed on. ace 
count of the crown, tho’ it is oftenevaded, by connivance 
of the Weywodes on the frontier places. By virtite of 
the lait treaty, they can fend no more than one caravan 
a-year from Sibcria to Pekin, which doth not confit 
of more than 200 perfons, initead pf 100 and more, 


which they amounted to heretofore, and which were 
fobfifted 
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“. @hat they could not obje& to this expe- 
“dient, and that, confortable t0 their pro~ 
oo ta. the envey extraordinary, to give 
“me entire fativfaciion thereupon, they 
‘* would not-fail to do it, fo as 1 fhould ré- 
“ceive part of their debts before the end . 
“of the month.” Thefe promifes conti- 
nued, ‘from day to day, without any part 
of them being fulfilled ; and as 1 knew, by 
my own experience, that there are no where 
worfe paymafters than in China, unlefa- 
they can be'compelled by force, I was obli- 
ged to fall on other methods, 
‘ May. 
The tft, I delivered to my mandaring 
iwo memorials on the fubjeé of thofe 
‘debts, and the debts of the parfon of St 
Nicholas, defiring they would prefent them 
to the council, and communicate to me the... 
an{wer which they thould receive on them, iz ; 
The fame day my mandaring put into, my 
; ’ hands 


fabfited at the charge | of” ex Chan, of China, whilt 
they were on the territories of China; 3 but now they 
are to {ubfift upon their ow: charees, 
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hands 83 Jaen anid-26 fun of ‘fine figs 3 
faying, * That his. Majefty had ordered 
ia igo be paidyne forthe.walue of the 

i, ~fowlyand milk, fortwo 
mosths ‘paft ; and, “for sshtctime to come, 
every nine days, a clerk from the imperial 
“treafury would bring me 12 laen, and 37 
“fun; in payment for the faid pravifions ; 
and that the other allowances, which I. was 
‘to receive in kind, -fhould. be likewife fent 
me, by a clerk of the magazines. from 
“whence. they: were taken,” ‘So that all I 
thould receive for. my monthly. allowance, 
“in gaone sae proviionsy would amount, 
accorditig: e-current prices, to 48 laens 
but they allowed no forage for my horles, 









which is a confiderable article at Pekin, 
_ where! forage is extremely dear. After 
which, during the reft of this day, the wea- 
“ther was very bad, a great deal of rain, 
with mighty gufts of wind; the old houfe 
where I was lodged could no longer ftand 
‘the bad weather ; all the wall of. one fide 
of my chamber fell, about midnight, into 
; the 
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by people 1 would ‘hire on my own ex- 
pences, Dutthey wanted éoimpole upon me 
in the price. And the mandarins protetted 
to me, that it was an affair that might be 
* their ,utcer ruia, if the Emperor fhould 
come to know, that they had confented Lo 
my repairing with my money a houle that 
“belonged to him; but they aflured me 
they fhould fet to work upon it very foon, 
The Sth, the Bogdoi-Chan departed for 
Jegchol ; and, having the honour to attend 
him,oa this occafion, to 15 ly from Pekin, 
his Majelty atked me,“ If Lexpedted the 
caravan foon?” I anfwercd thereupon, 
“ That I had not received any advices from 
the commiilary, but neverthelefs 1 compu- 
ted that the caravan might be at Pekin in 
two months from that time.” Whereupon 
he afked, me, “if f would not come and 
_pafs the time with the court at’ Jegcholl ?” 
I received fuch a gracious invitation with all 
due fubmiffion, promifing to come to pay my 
devoirs to his Majefty at Jegcholl as foon 


as 
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as‘poffible *. But, on my returning to Pe- 
kin, the governour of the city let me 
Know, ‘ That I could not follow the Em~ 
peror. before his Majefty had fent the ne- 
ceflary- orders to him and the council to 
give me po-haviees anak déort of mat- 
darins? j which I thould have’ ‘dedafidh for in 
this journey.” In the mean time, I made: 
feveral agreements, with divers perfons, 

_ for different forts of japanned ware, which 
his Czarith Majefty. wanted to have, which 
I could not get at the ufual price, becaufe 
thofe who fupplied me with them were o- 
bliged to give a great part of what they 
gained on them -every day to the foldiers’ 
of my guard, for the: liberty of entering: 
my houfe, 


The 


* The late Emperor of China was extremely affable 
and gracious towards Europeans, more efpeci: ally tothofe . 
who excelled in any feience. He was taller thant wfaal 
for people of his country, and not to be known, either 
by his complexion or feature, to be of: Tartar extrac- 
ton ;' itewas only to be oblerved, that his: cheek-bones, 
under his eyes, were 2 little rifing and prominent, like 
the Mongalls. 
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The roth, my mandarins being come to 
fee me, one of them took leave of me; 
being, as he told me, named by the court 
to go, in quality of envoy, to the Delay- 
Lama *, and the other gave.me pofitive af- 
furances, that, early the next morning, the 
workmen fhould begin to repair my quar- 
ters, and that they had already provided 
the materials neceflary for that purpofe, In 
regard to my two memorials, concerning 
the debts above mentioned, he gave me for 
anfwer,. “ That the prefident would not 
receive ‘them, not finding “it proper to. 
meddle with fuch trifling things, as he had 
before hand told.Mr De I{mayloff himfelf, 
that the council would abfolutely not em- 

barrafs 


* The Delay-Lama is the fovereign pontiff of the 
_Kalmucks, Mong: alls, and many other idolatrous na- 
tions north. of the Indies. He is adored asa god by’ 
‘all thefe people, and by them believed to ‘be immortal. 
He lives in a convent near the city of Potala, in the 
kingdom of Tangute, upon an high mountain, fouth of 
the deferts of Xame, towards the frontiers ofeChiaz. 
Vide Hitt, Genealog. des Turtares. 
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barrafs themfelves with any affair of. debts ; 
that neverthelefs he had ordered his manda- 
rin to prefs he, debtors to difcharge their 
debts, in cafe they were in a condition of 
paying. fuch fume.” ; 

The goths. my:mandarin coming, ftop- 
ped at.my gate, and having learned that - 
my apartment remained ftill in.the fame 
condition, he fent one of his fervants to 
make his excufes to me, for not coming to 
fee me 3 alledging, that the great heat ap- 
proaching at noon would, he feared, in« 
commode him, But I caufed him to be 
told, for my whole anfwer, “ That I did 
not underftand. fuch a compliment, and 
that I wifhed, with all my heart, that, in 
time to come, he would difpenfe with co- 
ming to my houfe at all.” Upon this an- 
fwer, he thought fit to come himfelf to me; 
and to complain much of the negligence of 
the college, which had the care of the 
buildings, in not adverting to the repair of 
my houfe, notwithftanding he had wrote 
to them feveral times on the fubjedt, in the 

moft 
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~ moft preffing terms. I demanded of him, 
“What he believed the Czar, my mafter, 
would think of fuch. ufagé as he thowed 
me; and, if he was not afraid, that in 
time he might be made refponfible for fuch 
treatment.” But he, laughing, told me, 
“ That there paffed many other things with 
them, and of more importance than this 
was, without daring to carry complaints to 
the Chan, and he did not doubt but that it 
was the faine at our court.” Neverthelefs, 
the brigadier of my guard, on being in- 
formed of the. affair, went ta: the Manda- 
tins of that college, | and threatened. them 
with his going himfelf to acquaint the ime. 
peror, that, by their negligence, they cén- 
tributed to the diminution of his glory in 
foreign countries, if they did not, without 
further delay, caufe my houfe to be rebate 
ed the very next day. 

The 2sth, at length there came work- - 
men to put my apartment into gn habi- 
table flate. The fame day one of our deb- 
tors, named Dzchin-Sanga, brought me so 

thun 
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than of kitaika 3 but T faw no appearance 
of getting any thing from the others, they 
being very poor and indigent ; and [ pér- 
ceived that the: Proceedings of our man= 
darin with them, tends, ‘Ds0) te get fome 
little pyefénee teody theng® & himtelf roth, 
time to “time, ‘than feriouly to prefs ‘them’ 
t0 the difcharge of our debt, 










In the months of June, July, and a part 
of Auguft, there pafled nothing matetial 
regarding me, either at the court, or with 
the miniftry ; all thofe of any diftinion 
being going to partake of country divers 
fions, Wherefore, I thall fill this vaca- 
tion ‘by a faithful report of the obfervations ‘ 
which I could make, during my May at this 
court, as well myfelf, as by fome of my 
friends, of the Prefent ftate of trade inthe . 
city of Pekin’; but 1 mut, at the fame _ 
time, acknowledge to the reader, thar there 
is much wanting to make the obfervas} 
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if thoy had jet me enjoy the means of in- 
fcnir myfelf thoroughly of things. 
"The people of Korea, who are tributary 











te China, come twice a year to Pekin *, 
viz, in the months of March-and Auguft, 
- to the number of 4o or 50 perfons, as well 
to pay their tribute to the Emperor as to 
carry on their trade ; which confifts prin- 
" cipally of the following merchandifes, 
A fort of large paper made of raw. filk, 
" femething like the large paper ‘for wrap- 
ping up ‘things’ in Europe... They make 
“yfe of this paper in China for ‘windows in 
Place of plate?! ah ee 
Paper, with gold or filver figures, for 


hanging their: chambers. : ; 
; ; All 


* * Korea is a peninfula, eaftward of the grand wall 
of China ; it-is contiguous on the welt to the province 
of Leotang of China, and on the north to the Eaftern 
Mongalls. The Koreans are, from time immemorial, 
of China, who treat them very hardly, ‘tot 
commerce with ftrangers. Ne- 


tributaries 
» permitting them any 
verthelefs, they do not fail ta come clandeftinely with 
their goods, by the fea of Japan, to the river Amoor, 


and thence by the Nauuda to the city Naun, to traffic 
Ole «with the Ruihans. 
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_ “All forts of large fans, of different fa~ 
thions, : : 
Mats, very neat and fine, which they 
ufe in fammer én place-of matrafles, ; 
Cut tobacco, very (mall, for {moking, 
upteferred .to 





much efteemed iin Ghaag; : 
that of their own growth, 
Stripped cotton ftuffs, : 
A fort of furs, which the Ruffles call 
chorky, and which they call colouk in Si- 
heria ; it is in great abundance in Korea. 5: 
they fell a great deal of it in Pekin, ‘ 
A fort of dry-fith, which they: get from. 
a certain large thell-fith in the fea of Jas: 
pane : ee, 
It is with thefe commodities thatthey 
trade; and although they may, in a man- 
ner, be confidered as the fame nation with. 
the Chinefe, and in fome degree their fub- 
jeQs, yet they do not enjoy the leaft libere. 
‘ty during their abode at Pekin ;-all Gom- 
munication and converfation-with forcign- 
ers being abfolutely forbidden“them, and 
much reftrided with the Chinefe them 
Von. I, Oo 2 fAl easy 


- kin, 
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felves'; infomuch, that the Ghinefe are not 
lefs fufpicious of them than.of any other 
nation whatfoever, ‘As they cannot make 
by their trade any thing toa ¢onfiderable 
amount, they generally bring with them to 
Pekin large fums in filver, in Spanith pie- 
ces of eight, and in Dutch dollars, which 
are looked upon in China as inferior to the 
fine filver of China, which they call the 
Chan’s filver, by 5,6, or 7 per cent, which 
Shows, that the inhabitants of Korea have 
‘fome trade with the iflands of Japan, or, at 
leaft, with the iflands lying between Japan 
and Korea} although it is abfolutely for- 
bid the inhabitants of that country’ to have 
the leaft communication or commerce with. 
other nations, or to admit foreign hips in- 
to their ports; having, for that end, a 
mandarin always refiding in Korea, to 
have an eye on the proccedings of that na- 
tion. With this money they buy, at Pe= - 


The fineft raw- filk. 
A 
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A fort of damafk, called by the Ruffles 
goly, and by the, Chinefe couty-toanza, 
that is damatk of Korea ; becaufe, at: frit, 
the Koreans: alone a that fort of da~ 
mafk..- -~-. 4, 

A fort of. ftuf mixed with file fie fa 
linings, called by the Chinefe Foatae 

Tea and china-ware. 

All forts of dithes of white coppers for. 
houthold ufe, ee 

Cotton. . - a 

They likewife bie ties tails of tis, 4 to 
. border their caps, and’the collars of their 
robés.;, By ore 
dt is likely. that they trade into other 
parts with the filk and-damatk, which shey 
carry from Pekin, feeing they take away 
much greater quantities than the confump- 
tion-of their own country can require, 

‘When there is no Ruffian caravan, ‘ror. 
any of that:nation at Pekin, they’ quarter: 
thofe of Korea in the habitation appointed’ 
for the Ruffes ; but when. there are Ruffes 
in this city they give the Koreans other 

quarters ; 
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quarters ; for this reafon. the Chinefe-call ° 
this houfe Couty Coanne, or magazine of. 
the Koresnsgawheny-ieeeaccupied by the — 
Koreans gand- UruffaCoenne, or maga- - 
zine of the Rufles, when. occupied-by people. 
of that nation, ; “yea 
, , When. the Koreans, whether deputies 
from that country or merchants, arrive at 
Pekin, there are two mandarins forthwith 
- named to go to their lodgings ta obferve 
who. goes in to them, or comes ‘out from. 
them ; and to examine.the caule.of their . 
coming, and, haw they becateeacquainted: 
with. the Kagresas = “Fhey likewife place 
guards all around their quarters, to, prevent 
any perfon from having private accefa to ~ 
them, When any of this nation go abroad, 
upon ‘any affair, the guard: follows them ° 
every where, with large whips, to prevent’ 
any perfon from joining them inthe fireet ; 
and.they. dare not go to fee any perfor _ 
without permiffion of the guard... As.the 
inhabitants of Korea are not ufed to ride 
on horfeback, and are afraid to mount a 
horfe, 
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hoefh,; for fear of accidents, they give them 


@guard of infantry, who .have no other 
"arms, when they are in garrifon, than their 


whips. _Befidgs all thefe fleps, full of fuf»- 


Picion, they fix, at their ‘quarters, an edict 


of the court;.. Signifying,. that-.all- perfons- 


whattoever are forbid to enter their ‘honde 
without the knowledge of the mandarin, 
' deputed for that purpofe, who, after exa- 
mining them as to what they have to -do 


there, takes notice of their names, and fends © 


a foldier into the houfe with them to ob- | 


. ferve what pafles, It is a very profitable 
commiffion for thofe mandarins who are 


, 


deputed to guard. the Koreans; for they 


always farm the Privilege of trading with: 


them to that company of Chinef* mer= 
chants who. offer the moft money for it, 


which fometimes amounts ta.a confiderable | 


fum ;,.and it is by no means Permitted te 
any other Merchants, befides the. membérs . 
it tinie, , 


of this company, to trade, fox 
with the Koreans, canis 








‘The 


be 
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+The Chinefe have not, in-a manner, any 


_ trade with the Indies *, excepting fome 
" {mall dealings. they :may-have on the fron- 


tiers of the neighbouring fates: But it was 
impoffible’ for me to get to the knowledge 
of what thofe trades confifted in.3. for, a- 
mang a thoufand people of the inhabitants 
of Pekin, it is rare to find one perfon who 
hath the leaft knowledge of any thing that 
paffes without its gates, It is true that the 
Chinefe do carry on trade, fometimes at 
Bengal, to the Philippine iflands, to Bata- 
via, and even to. Goa but -that. is not 
brought’ ‘about but by ftealth, by the con- 
nivance of the mandarin governgurs of the 
fea-ports, obtained by means of a round 
fum of money, without the knowledge of 
the court ; befides, it ts abfolutely forbid, 
to every fubjed of the empire, to go into 
foreign 
‘ 7 oe 2 mw 
. China is feparated from the country of the Great, 
Mogul by fandy deferts, impaffable for merchants ; and 
thé other provinces of India by mountains, which are 
very difficult to pafs, and in a manner hinders all com- 
merce between thefe two empires. . 
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foreign parts, upon what occafion foever, 
without a permiffion, or an, order, from 
the Emperor or the government *, ; 
The Buchatighs tome alfo'to Pekin, but 
without obfering: atiy Rated tities}. They 
bring large! rowid Cotitelist, ‘OF avery: 
: EP et be a, te aM» good: 
« The greatett part of the Chinefe, who are ditt 7 
perfed in (everal places of the Eat Indies, fur the fake 
of commerce, are the pofterity of thote who left China 


when the Mongall Tartars made themnfelves mafters of 
that empire ; and they have no other than clandeftine 








communication with their Chinefe countrymen, "hey 
are catily known by their long hair, which:is Natural tg 
them ; initead of which the Chinefe, fabjeds to the 
Tartars, are obliged, under pain of death, to cut their 
hair fhort, like the Kalmucks and Mongalls, who have. 
all their heads fhaven, except a tuft of hair on the top 

. Of their head, which they preferve of the natural length 
of their hair, 

t There are two Bucharias, the Great and the Lit. 
tle. The Great Bucharia is fituated between Perfiq and 
the country of the Grand Mogul, about the goth de. - 
gree of latitude. This is the country of «the Utbeck 
Tartars, who are Mahometans, The Little Bucharia is 


this 


. 


good colour, which they barter with the 
Chinefe again damatks, kitaika, tea, to- 
bacco, Chitiatware;and filver. They fring 
thefe-on:fmall filken lines,<in. the manner 
of beads; and they are worn.by manda- 
rins of the firft orders, when they appear 
at court, or in the colleges, in their habits 
of ceremony, wearing one row of them a- 

bout 


this lalt is fabjeé& to the Kontayfha, Grand Chan of the 
Kalmucks. The Buchariaris are a particular nation, 
which have no connection either with the Mahometan 
or Pagan Tartars, nor with any other people of thofe 
parts: > They do not know themfelves whence they 
draw their origin. Neverthelefs, they make profeffion 
of the Mahomctan religion, They occupy the towns 
of the Two Bucharias, and only employ themfelves a- 
font their commerce. Thofe of the Great Bucharia 
carry on their trade in the dominions of the Great 
Mogul in Perfia, and in Siberia, and are tributary to 
the Chan of the Ufbecks. Thofe of the Little Bucha- 
ria trade into China, into the kingdoms of Tibet and 
Tangut, and with the Ka!mucks and Mongalls their 
neighbours ; thefe laft pay tribute to the Kontayfha. 
The Bucharians have many cuftoms and ceremonies, 
much like thofe of the Jews; nor is their dialect, phy- 
fiognomy, and fize much unlike them ; which may give 
occafion to many reflections. 
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bout their necks, which hangs down ontheir 
bellies. They bring alfo mutk, rough dia- 
monds, and many other forts of precious 
ftones ; but, as I was. informed, of no great 
value ; | becaufe.it. is fare.to find, among 
the Ghinele,- any: who. ill, rifk the. laying. 
out a confiderable fum for a fine ftone. 
The Chinefe polith thefe ftones, after their 
own fathion, in order to make them pro- 
per for ornamenting the heads of the fair 
fex. a 
Thad no opportunity of being acquaint 
ed with any of this nation, not being. al= 
lowed liberty fufficient for that. end 3 andy 
on their part, they dared not run the rifk 
of coming to my houfe, for fear of the 
guard at my gate ; fo that I cannot give 
an exact account concerning them. 
They alfo bring to Pekin gold-duft *, 
which the Chinefe buy commonly at the 
Vou. Il, Pp. price 
* The gold which the Bucharians bring to China 
comes from the high mountains whigjefeparate the do- 


tninions of the Great Mogul from the Grand Tartary. 
art 
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price of 5, 6, to 7 laen of filver per laen of 
‘gold-duft, becaufe it is unrefined ; they af- 
fure me that it is véry fine when purified, 
and is then equal to the gold*of the Chan. 
Thefe Tartars dwell in the provinces of 
Chamill and Turfan *, under the protec 
tion of the Emperor of China, in confide- 
ration of a modcrate tribute,. which they 
pay him annually. In return they buy ar 
Pekin, ; : ; 
Hides 


All thefe mountains abound in rich mines of all forts, 

but nong of them ane. aroughts neverthelefs they make 

very ‘contidesabte, gains dnoually, by the great quanti~ 

ties of gold-dult which the mighty torrents, formed by 
the rains in the (pring, along with the fnows melting, 

bring down with them into the neighbouring valleys : 

For the inhabitants of thefe mountains, together with 

the Kalmucks, who cncamp. with their cattle in the ad- 

jacent plains, come afterwards to gather thefe graing of 
gold, in the pits which the torrents have made in their 
paffage, and barter them, with the Bucharians, againft 

all forts of full things for which they may have occa- 

fion in their way of life. 

* The proviuces of Chamill and Turfan are fituated 
tothe well of the defert of Xame, towards the goth de- 
gree of latitude. They make a part ofthe Little Bucha-- 


fia). 
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«Hides of RufMfia to make boots, 

Fox-fkins, red and brown. 

Squirrel-fkins, white and gray. 

Beaver-fking, 

Sables, and other furs, - 

Kitatka 

Cotton, like the woollens ot Europe, of 
which they ufe part themfelves, and {ell 
part to the Kalmucks *, their neighbours, 
They alfo take, 

Tea, 

Tobacco, 

And of the {malleft China-ware 3..0f all 


which in pretty large quantities. 
. : Befides 


ria, and have beeg fubje@ hitherto to the Kontaytha, 
Grand Chan of the Kalmucks ; but a few years fince 
the Chinefe, joined by the Mongalls, have pofleffed 
themfelves of it, after having driven out the Kal- 
mucks, 

* ‘The Kalmucks cceupy @ great part of the Nor- 
thern Afia; they are divided into three principal 
branches, under one fovereizn Chan, whom they call 
the Kontaytha; they have no fixed. habitation, but al- 
ways live in tents. Though thé Kalmucks are indifpu- 
tably the bravelt of the ‘Tartars, they are, neverthelefs, 

defrous 
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_-Befides the goods-I-have above {pecified; 
J know of. no others.which. they pre ta 
Pekin. ., Lee get 

, The moft valuable furniture of inckered 
ware, viz. cabinets, chairs, tables, bafkets, 
and other things of that fort, aa-alfo the 
richeft porcelain- ware, come from Japan *, 
For, when the Emperor fends any perfon 
to Japan, in a public charaCter, moft of the 
princes and great men of the court feldom 

- fail to engage him to.bring them fome of 

thofe things at his. return. Sometimes _ 
they figd means to bring thefe. things - into 
China clandeftinely ; but that. is very fel- 
dom, 


delirous of living peaceably, contenting themfelves with 
the fubfiftence which their cattle can afford them, and 
do no harm to any, uulefs they are hurt by them ; but, 
whea once irritated, they become iryeconcilable enee - 
mies. Their refigion is that of the Delay-Lama. 

* All merchandile of Japan is contraband in China, 
which is the reafon they cannot be brought into Ruffia, 
with the caravans from China, at leaft without very 
great ritk. ‘Vhs fmall quantity of Japan goods, which 
are clandefinely brought into China, being kept very 
private, and paid for at very dear rates by the Chinefe 
themfelves. 
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dom. This is the reafon that the commo=« 
dities of Japan are not always to be had at 
Pekin, unlefs a man would Pay an exorbi- 
tant price -neverthelefs they are found 
there fomretinies reafonably enough ; be. 
caufe feldom @ year pafles that the:Empe» 
ror doth not amerce fome or other. of the 
gteat lords in very confiderable fines, which 
obliges them to raife all the money they 
can on their moveables and immoveables ; 
and whoever hath money lying by him 
doth, on thefe oceafions, lay it out to great 
advantage, and buy the mof curigus and 
valuable things for little money *, 
After the lackered ware of Japan, that 
of the province of Fokien is looked upon 
as the beft; but none of it comes to Pekin, 
becaufe the great lords of China opprefs 
the merchants to a great degree, and take 
ee their 
* It feems to be a favourite maxim, adopted in alt 
the caftern courts, to wink at all the vile Pradices, and 
rapacious impofitions, of the minifters 3: and, when 
they have well plucked and drained the fabftance of 


the people, the prince then {qucezes them dry for his 
own ufe, 


. 
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their goods from them, upon many frivo- 
lous pretences, withgut.leaving them the 
leaft hopes,of ever obtaining any payment, 
For thie reafon, all merchants, and others 
of any lucrative trade, at Pekin, have fallen 
into the cuftom ‘of putting themfelves un- 
der the proteétion of fome one or other of 
the princes of the blood, or other great 
lords, or minifters of the court; and, by 
this means, with the affiftance of a round 
fum of money, paid annually to their pro- 
teCtors, they are able to get clear of the 
~ extortigns of the meandarins,, and, fome- 
times ‘of thefe of thé common foldiers : 
For, without fuch a powerful pratection, a 
merchant muft be an undone man at Pe- 
kin, where every one thinks they have «an 
undoubted right to form pretenfions upon 
a man that lives by trade. And, if any of 
them are fo imprudent as to attempt ob- 
taining fatisfa@tion, by the way of juftice, 
they fall from bad to worfe ; for the man- 
darins of juftice, after having drained 
from them all they can, feldom fail of or- 
dering 
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dering the goods, taken from them unjuft. 
ty, to be brought to the college ; but he 
muft be a cunning fellow indeed, who hall 
be able ever to get them from thence. 

They have at Pekin a people dexterous 
enough at lackéring* ‘but their works fall far 
thort of thofe of Japan and Fokien; which 
may be attributed to the difference of cli- 
mate; and it is for this reafon that the 
Jackered work made at Pekin is always 
much cheaper than the other. Neverthe- 
’ Jefs, the’ lackered work made at Pekin in- 
finitely exceeds any work of tf kind 
made in Europe, s 

The thips which arrive every year at 
Canton, from England, France, Holland, 
Denmark, and other Parts, generally bring 
the following forts of merchandife, 

Silver of different coins, 

All forts of fine cloth. 

Camblets, 

Woollen ftuffs, 

Fine Holland linen. 

Standing clocks and watches, 

Looking- 
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Looking-glaffes of all fizes. 

Mathematical inftruments. 

‘Etwys from England.’ 

Pencils. 

European paper of all forts. 

Different forts of milliner wares, " 

Some forts of European liquors, efpecial- 
ly wine. 

A good part of thofe’ merchandifes are 
diftriputed in prefents among the manda- 
rings of the government of that city ; of the 
reft, the European merchants generally 
make a very conGderable profit.: They 
employ ‘the'filver thefe bring in purchafing 
diverfe forts of goods, by virtue. of an a- 
greement made before hand: They carry 
away with them from thence, 

Raw filk, 

Damafks wrought according to draughts 
furnithed to them. 
| Wrought filks. 

Lackered ware. 

Tea, green and bohea. 

Badians, 
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: Badians, a feed having a tafte much like 
anifeed, 

Canes, and China-ware, made according 
to models given them, 

They-alfo fometimes. bring away gold, 
but very feldom, becaule they ‘generally 
get it cheaper in the Indies. They alfo - 
find at Canton pretty valuable ftones, ‘ex- 
cept diamonds, but not in any great quane 
tities. 

They make the beft filk brocades of 
| China, that are brought to Europe, in the 
Provinces of Quoantung and Fokien, 

The filver which they bring from Eu- 
rope to Canton is received at the fame rate 
as that brought from Korea to Pekin 3 and 
they have the advantage of buying their 
goods at Canton from 30 to 40 per cent. 
cheaper than they could do at Pekin. 

The laft year there arrived at Canton a 
French commiffary, belonging to the new 
India company eftablithed in Paris *, who 
obtained leave of the court to refide there 

Vor. II. Q4q for 

© The Mifffipi Company. 
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for time to come; but, when he wanted 
to defpatch the thip loaden with merchan- 
dile, he met with fo many obftacies at the 
cuftom-houfe, and from the government, 
doubtlefs, to draw more money from him, 
notwithftanding he had already made fufh- 
cient prefents, that at length, defpairing to 
fee an end of thefe impofitions, he gave or- 
ders to the captain of the fhip to weigh 
anchor, and depart, in {pite of thofe people ; 
which was done as he defired. But he was 
obliged, to avoid being very ill treated on this 
occafion, to take the Chinefe habit, and to 
retire 19:0 canvgnt of Pominicans, at the 
diftance of two ly from Canton .*, where 
he kept himfelf incognito, till fuch time &s 
the French Jefuits at Pekin had found 
means, by the force of prefents, to obtain 
liberty for kim to appear openly, with twa 
or 
© There are many Roman Catholic Convents in 
China, which, in the time of the fate Emperor of Chi- 
na, had much the fame immunities as the convents in 
Europe enjoyed. No perfon durit enter but with the 


confent of the religious of the convent, unlefs by ex- 


prefs order of the Emperor cf China. 
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or three domeftics, and remain there till 

the court fhould otherwife direct ; on the 

condition that he and his fervants thould 

wear the Chinefe habit. Neverthelefs, { 

was afterwards informed, that the manda- 

rins of the governmiht’ of ‘Canton let no 

opportunity efcape them of chagréening 
him, infomuch, that he found himfelE 
obliged to re-imbark the firft opportunity 
that offered itfelf. They alfo had the laft 

year at Canton a frigate from Oftend, bears 

ing the Emperor of Germany’s colours, 

For the relt,they carry to China from Ey 
rope, and bring back from China, avery great 
variety of toys, and different forts. of curi- 
olities, upon which they make a’ very cone 
fiderable profit ; but thefe are fo numerous 
that it is not poffible to furnith a complete 
fpecification of them. 

{In regard to our commerce with China, 
it is at prefent in a very languifhing cons 
dition ; and nothing in the world would 
bring more prejudice to- Our taravans than 

. the 
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‘ghe- commerce which is carried .on at 
Urga * ; for from this place there is 
brought monthly, and even weekly, to 
Pekin, not only the fame. {forts of goods 
which our caravans bring, but of a better 
quality than thofe brought by our cara~ 
vans, and in fo great quantities, that the 
merchandifes which the merchants of Pe- 
kin, who go continually between Pekin and 
Urga, to trade with our people, and the 
goods which the lamas of the Mongalls + 

: bring 
: | *'The camp of the Chan of the weitern Mongalls, 
-whoare tributariga of China, is called Urga. This prince 
encamps on the right of the river Selinga, about 500 
verfts fouth of Selinginiky, towards the frontiers of 
China; and though he doth net always encamp in the 
fame place, yet he feklom quits this country without 
‘indifpenfable necefity. By virtue of the lat conven- 
tion of the frontiers, the Ruffians of Selinginkky might 
treely come to Urga to barter Ruffia hides, and the 
coarfe woollen cloth of Siberia, againft cattle; but as, 
under this pretext, they brought great quantities of va- 
luabl:.fars, which they fold againft the merchandiles 
of China, this clandeftine commerce much injured the 
trade of the caravans of Siberia. 

+ The prietts of the weitern Mongalls, and the Kat- 

mucks, are called lamas ; there are ditlerent orders. 
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bring from their parts, amount every year 
to four or five times as -much value as the 
caravans that come to Pekin in the name 
of his Czarifh Majefty. And I have been 
informed, by. .thofe.-who have been em- 
ployed by the great-men-of Pekin to. buy 
their provifion of furs at Urga, that there 
they can buy finer, and more valuable 
black fox-fkins, than they have ever feen 
in our caravan, 1 muft add befides, that 
* thefe great quantities of our merchandifes 
brought from Urga to Pekin, do confider- 
ably lower the prices. The merchants of 
Pekin, and the lamas of the Mongalls, who 
bring them to Pekin, are always capable of 
affording them four or five per cent. lower 
than the commiffary of the caravan can, of 
which the reader will be eafily convinced, 
if he gives attention to what I am about 
to lay before him. 

The Rufs merchants, and all other 
people that come and go continually be- 
tween Sclinginfky and Urga, buy their 
goods where they find it moft convenient 7 

inftead 


31d JOURNAL OF 192%, 


inftead of which, the commiflary is obliged 
‘to receive thofe he brings with the cara- 
van, out of his Majefty’s treafury, from 
fworn apprifers of the treafury, who often 
fet fo high a price on them, that they find 
it difficult to fell them for half the price va- 
Iued at to them. Another advantage which 
thofe who go to trade to Urga enjoy, is, . 
that they make the journey thither in ten 
or twelve days ; and, beginning their traf- 
fic immediately on their arrival, they are 
ready to return in two or three days after; 
in place of which, the commiffary, after 
having been at confiderable expence, can 
with difficulty enough get to Pekin in three 
months ; and, when he gets there, they 
keep him fhut up fix or feven weeks, ac- 
cording to the maxims praétifed by the 
Chinefe hitherto ; in confequence whereof 
the abundance of merchandife of Ruflia 
arrived at Pekin obliges them flill to fpend ; 
feveral months in getting quit of theirs: 
And as, by the laft treaty, they are obli- 


ged to inaintain themfelves, and all thofe 
; : be- 
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belonging to the caravan, at their own 
proper expence, all thefe cireumftances can- 
not fail of occafioning a very material dif- 
ference in the balance of their trade. For, 
before they began to trade at Urga, a. ca- 
ravan, how large loever, was all fold off in 
three months, at the Prices fet by the com- 
miflary himfeif. Moreover, all the Chi. 
nefe’ who traded at that time with us be. 
came rich ; inftead of which, all thofe who 
have traded with us fince that time have 
traded to their own lofs, and may be deem- 
ed at prefent quite ruined. The expences 
of a journey to Urga are very trifling ; for 
they can buy at Selinginfky as much pro. 
vifion for ten roubles as will ferve ten pers 
fons for a month 3 in place of which, ten 
rodbles will hardly ferve them 4 week at 
Pekin. Befides, thofe who go into China 
to trade are obliged to buy forage for their 
horfes, &c. in place of which, thofe who 
£0 to Urga to trade, put their horfes to 
grafs, without cofling them a farthing, The’ 
Chinefe merchants, on their fide, who 
come to Urga to trade, are likewife at much 
lefs 
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lefs expence than the commiflary ; becaufe 
they buy at Pekin, and the towns through 
which they pafs, tea, tobacco, rice, and o- 
ther grains, ordinary damafks, kitaika, and 
other like merchandife, at a very low 
price ; which they barter, on the road with 
the Mongalls, againft horfes, fheep, and, 
in a word, all forts of cattle; infomuch 
that, as the private merchants make both 
their journey, out and home alfo, with in- 
finite lefs expence than the commiffary of 
a caravan, it cannot be otherwife, than 
that they can buy and fell their merchan- 
dife on.much better terms than a commif- 
fary can, who is obliged to remain, with a 
number of attendants, in a city where 
living is fo dear as at Pekin, a longer time 
than would fervea merchant at Selinginfky 
for making four or five journies to Urga. 
In fine, when the caravan returns to Ruffia, 
they find, after fuch great expences, that 
the quantity of Chinefe goods brought to 
Ruffia by private traders, is fo very large, 
that they muft fell theirs at a very mode- 

rate 
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raté price. All thefe circumfances well 
COnfidercd, it is eafy to compréhend that, 
upon clofing the’accounts of the caravan, 
the profits’ ‘cannbr, at this time, be much 
more thah the difburfements, But, té re- 
turn to"our journal. Ee 
a ooh Auguf. 
The rth, [ received a letter from Com- 
miffary [opnikof, dated from the river 
Tola *, 2gth of July. ; by which he dered 
me (© prevail on the council for the af 
fairs of the Mongalls f to fend him. an af- 
«, dignment 
* Tola is ariver in. the country of: the Mongalls, 
which comes from the eal, gitters the river Oy~ 
, tke ek ae oe at Ae 
chon about 259 verfis fouchieall ‘Selinginfley,: “By 
‘virtue of the new regulation, the caravans of Sibes 
tia who po to Pekin ought to enter on the territories 
belonging to China upon their patling thig river. . 
t The council for the affairs of the Mongalls at Pe« 
kin isa college, who have the care of every thing re- 
garding the nation of the Mongails, as well thofe who!” 
are the hereditary fubjects of the Emperor of China, ag 
alfo thofe who are only under the Protedtign ofthis em- 
pire. This colleve, at the fime time, enters indite@ly into: 
the cognizance of all the affairs which rezard the pow. 
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ny refolution on this affair, he bronght 
‘back the following anfwer :. That they 
had indeed found in the regifters, thatthe 
council had formerly advanced money to 
the commiulty Shae’ thar the trade was an 
of Aatlaleicanttae € With them, 
that they did nor think je merited thetou n= 
cil's being incommoded with propofals of 

. that fort,” 
. . Phe 18th, a mandarin came to-me from 
the council, and ‘notified to me, that “his 
Majetty, calling to temembrance my being 
at Pekin,” had given orders to the council, 
that I fhtould be efcorted'to Jegcholl by a 
mandarin, and fome’ ‘of ‘the military, 
Whereupon I anfwered“him, that I would 
be ready-the next day, with my interpre- 
tcr, and two domeftics, if they would take 
care to provite the relays which 1 thould 
want for the journey. ee es 
_ The roth, all being ready for the jour- 
ney, [left Pekin very early inthe moraing. 
The 211, I arrivedial Jegeholl; “and re-~ 
paired forthwith to the court 3 and haviny ; 
found | 
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found the chamberlain of the Chan, who 
is generally .an eunuch *, 1 prayed him, 
. according ta. the-euftem-of the country, to 
inform himfelf, on ‘thy behalf, of the health 
ofthe Bodgdoi-Chan, and to.inform his 
Majefty of my ,being there ; upon-which 
his Majefty did me the favour of fending. 
to. me a falver covered with all forts of néw 
fruits, which, were followed by another, 
charged with divers forts of -meat from hia 
kitchen ; he ordered me to be told,-at the 
fame time, that he fent-me thofe for my 1¢~ 
frethment, and-that 1. would. do. .well: ta 
keep my..ghambertehe rel of the day, to 
recover my fatigue from the journey, The 
fame evening, fome of the Father Jefuite 
being come to fee me told: me,: that the a= | 
ee had relelese ‘to. propofe to the Em. 





‘WAI thofe who ferve in the chamber of the Empe- 
yor of China’ are eunuchs, and are either Chinefe or 
Mongalls ; the Chinefe nation’ being nat lefs jealous of 
the fex than other gaflern people; but the Mongalls, - 
and generally all th Tartars, are not very liable to this 
qralady. 
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Peror to make the caravan encamp in the 
defert, near Kalchanna;-till the-court fhould 
return to Pekin ; fuppofing that fo many 
of the court, and the greateft part of the 
people of diftingtion, being in the country, 
there would ‘bet nathing: 10 do for the ca- 
ravan at Pekin; and that “they believed 
that he would not fail of requiring from 
me an order to the commiffary for that 
‘purpofe. It was eafy to fee, that what de-~ 
termined the minifter to take this refoln: 
tion, was nothing elfe but his appretien- 
fions that the prefents he expedted to have 
from the commiflary, if he thould be at 
Pekin at the time of his arrival, niight, if 
he was abfent, fall into other hands, But, 
asrthis was a defign that might be attended 
with very bad’ confequences, and might 
have been the caufe of the lofs of men, as 
well as the horfes belonging to the caravan, 
by being expofed to the extremity of ‘cold 
and famine in the deferts, I became obliged 
to ufe.all my efforts to render this intention 

“of the minifter abortive, . 
The 
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The 22d being to go in the morning to 
" court, the Emperor fent the mafter of ce- 
remonies to require of me paflports for 
fomd ‘mandarins which were to pafs the 
frontiers of Ruffia; but, as I-could well 
penetrate the grounds of their errand, I 
thought it my duty to refule the paflports 
demanded. Neverthelefs, notwithftanding 
all my excufes which I could mufter up, to 
exeript ine from giving them, the mafter 
of the ceremonies came to declare to me, 
in the cleareft terms, the next day, which 
was ; 7 

~The 2gd5: “That the Emperor was, at 
one time, rctolved to fend thoie people a- 
way, whether I would give them paflports 
or not; but that I ought to confidér, that, 
in fuch cafe, { might expe& an abfolute de- 
nial to.every thing which [ might have to 
‘ propofe.” Which convinced me, that it was 
abfolutely ncceilary for me, on this occa~ 
fion, to conform to his Majefty’s pleafure, 
if | would retain the leaft hopes of fucceed~ 


ing 
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ing in my delire of oppofing the defigns of 
the minifter. For this reafon, 

On the 24th, when the mafter of the ce+ 
remonies came again to fpeak with me on 
this affair, Iput into his hands a letter, ad- 
dreiled to the: officers. -sgmmandants on our 
frontiers, in the form he defired. to haye its 
to which I joined the condition, that our 
caravan fhould not be hindered from co- 
ming to Pekin dire@ly ; and that our come 

' miffary thould, on his arrival at Pekin, im- | 
mediately be at liberty to ‘begin his com~ 
merce, without being fhut up for a certain 
time, as had at fome times .been pradifed, 
The mafter of the ceremonies promifed to 
{peak to his Majefty about it; who had 
not only the goodnels to give ‘his confent 
immediately, but he, at the fame time, 

gave (trict orders to the prefident of the 
reonil that he fhould take {pecial care 
that no perfon whatfoever fhould go - 

«bout in any manner to interrupt the com-~ 
miffary in his bufinefs. 


The 
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+The 25th, a Portuguefe: Father Jefuit, 
called Father Maurano,: came to me, and 
told me, “ That there Wasa perfon of qua- 
lity, ' who, by’ hiss Made me an offer of 
10,000 laen of filver, till the’ ‘artival of the 
caravan, which I might employ Tt what 
manner ‘I thought proper ; and that this 
Lord was‘very much fcandalized at the dif- 
obliging anfwer I had received from the 
council of the direction of the affairs of the’ 
Mongalls, in regard to’ the 2000 laen of 
filver which ‘I had Ria of them for the 
neceffities of the gprevap,”- ©. Uifon-which, 
preifing’ bimto%aem iow who this Lord 
might be, he told me, “ That he was in- 
deed. forbid to let'me know who this per- 
fon was ; but that: he would neverthele(s, 
in confidence, ” Own: to. me that.it was the 
gth prince, fon of the Chan, ‘who made me 
this” offer *,” = Thereupon I did not omit 
a teftifying 


* The late Emperor of China had feventeemprinces 
born of his feveral wives and concubines. There were 
three prefent at the fir audience of Mr de Ifmayloff, 

‘ ~who 
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teftifying to him how much I was touched 
with the generofity of a Prince to whom I 
had never the honour of Paying my de 
voirs ; adding, ** I thould never forget the 
good will which his Highnets was pleafed 
to fhow me on thie occéfion 5 and that J 
fhould all the days of my life retain the 
fame fentiments as if | had received hig 
Bencrous offers.” Bur the Father Jefuir. 
having remonttrated, ‘* ‘That the Prince 
‘might poffibly think himfelf offended if I 
fhould refufe his offer altogether,” I wag 
obliged to accept of 1000 laen of filver *, 
The 
who where all very well proportioned, having fine 
complexions, and black eyes, well formed, without the 
leat appearance of the deformities of the Mongall na- 
tion, 

* There is an appearance as if this was a fnare laid 
for Mr De Lange, to render him fufpe&ed by the Em 
peror of China, who, in the defign which he had then 
formed of leaving the fucceffion to his third fon, could 
not fail of taking umbrage at the leaft falfe Rep which 
the agent of Ruffia might happen to take on this oc. 
cafion, which might induce this monarch to confent 
to his being fent away, which was Probably th- 
whole aim of this intrigue. 


Von, IL, Ss 
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The 26th, I paid a vifit to the Father Je- 
fits of the French nation *, where I found 
the prefident of the council, who let me 
know, by the mouth of. thele Fathers, 
“ That he was come from. receiving the 
Emperor’s orders, which vere fo favours 
able to our commerce, that there is no in- 
fiance of the like liberty having ever been 

granted 


* The Jefisits had great afcendency on the late Em- 
peror of China ; and, as the prefent Emperor hath 
been nnder their hands, it ought not to be doubted but 
he is likewife well affected to them, whatever may be 
reported to the contrary. At the fir audience of Mr 
De Ifmayloff, the Emperor being feated on the throne, 
had on his left, as the place of honour, at three paces 
diflance, a little advanced into the hall, three of the 
princes his fons ; and, on his tight, a little more ad- 
vanced, the Jefuits belonging to the court; at five pa- 
ces behind them, a Tittle more advanced, were placed 
feven Mongall princes of the Imperial houfe; and 
then, on the two fides of the hall, the minifters and 
grand mandarins of the court ; al} fitting crofs-legged, 
according to the manner of the Tartars. By fo re- 
matkable a dittin@ion it may, in fome degree, be com- 
prehended how much thefe good fathers were in favour : 
with the Emperor. 


t 
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granted before in China.” I anfwered 
‘him, through the help of thefe Fathers; 
“That I had no reafon to doubt of the 
punctual execution of his Majefty’s orders, 
fince he had the goodnefs to’ charge the 
governour-general of Pekin with them’s of 
whofe indefatigable zeal for Maintaining a. 
good underftanding between the Bdgdoi- 
Chan and the Czar my mafter, was fuffi- 
ciently known to me.” Whereupon he 
caufed me to be told, .* That he was not a 
man capable of receiving prefents from fo-~ 
reigners, for doing them a fervice, as many 
others did in fuch cafes ; and that a ftep of 
that kind would entirely prevent him from, 
ever having the liberty Of. fpéaking torhis- 
Majefly again in favour of any perfon 
_Whatfoever, fhould it come to bis Majelty’s 
ear ; but that, neverthelefa, he believed he 
might referve to himfclf the privilege, 
when he fhould come to our houfe to buy - - 
any thing, of being treated more favour- 
ably than others in the price.” ~~ Upon 
which I affured him, “ That we fhould al- 
ways 
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ways know to treat hlm with proper di- 
ftinGion in fych a cafe.” 

The fame day, | Achired 1 the mafter of the 
ceremonies to make my. “maft Humble ac- 
‘knowledg ments to his Majefty, for the graci- 
ous reception which he had been pleafed to 
honour me with, during my ftay at Jeg- 
choll, and to pray his permiffion for my 
returning to Pekin; becaufe I apprehend- 
ed the caravan would fopn arrive there. 
He came, fome hours. after, and informed ° 
me that his Majelly intended, the Jaft day 
of this month, to go upon a party..of hunt. 
ipg, in the,alefert, fdme leagues from Jeg- 
choll, ‘and that I might lay hald of that 
opportunity of taking leave of his Ma~- 
jefty, and of returning to Pckin. He ad 
ded, that his Majefty had likewife order- 
ed the governour of Pekin to go thither, 
and deltver to me the tapeftries he had cau- 
fed to be made to the Czar. 

' During the reft of my ftay at Jegcholl, 

say table was furnithed daily, the fame as 
the firft day of my 4rrival, from his Ma- 
"  jefty’s 
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Jeky’s kitchen. And they thowed me all 
the buildings and Bardens of this charming 
place, which is certainly worthy to be the 
delight of fo grand a monarch, and is ine’ 
finitely faperior, in beauty and magnifiz 
cence, to the palace at Pekin or Czchan- 
zchumnienne, ‘ 

The gift, I had the honour of attending 

_ his Majefty when he parted from Jegcholt ; 

_ and, on this occafion, he had the goodne& 
toatk me, “ If | enjoyed my health >” 
After having anfwered with all the refpeg 
due to fo gracious an inquiry, he faid to me 
further, “ That he thought he obferved 
fome alteration in mY countenance, and 
that I ought to take care. of ‘my health,” 
After which he Save me permiffion to re- 
tura to Pekin, after having, by the mafter 
of the ceremonies, let me know, that, if 
the caravan had not been fo nigh, I fhould 
have had the-honour of accompanying him 
to the party of hunting *, so Ss 

; Sep- 
* Hunting is the favourite employment of the Tar- 
tar.pagans. And one may gather the inclination of 
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September. 


The 3d, I was returned from my Jeg- 
choll journey, being” three days on the 
road. 

“The 7th, I fent my interpreter to Kale 
channa, to the commiflary, with 1500 laen 
of filver. ’ 

The roth, I acquainted my mandarin, 
that, as the caravan was at hand, it was 
moft neceffary that the houfe fhould be re- 
paireds that I might not continue under 
apprehenfions of the merchandife being 
damaged, for want of fofficient cover, du- 
ring the*rainy autumnal feafon. But he 
continually refufed me the liberty of get- 

ting 


the Tartars from the pleafure and afiduity with which 

the late Emperor of China followed the chace ; never- 

thelefs he mixed much of the politician with his favour- 

ite paffion'; for gomg every year a-hunting, efcorted 

by a body of the army, confifting of fifty or fixty thou. 

fand men, completely armed, and generally travelling 

100 leagues in this manner, this monarch thereby inu- 

red his courtiers and his troops to the ufe of arms, and 
to fatigues, and prevented their falling into the foft and 

indolent manner of living peculiar to the Chinede, 
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ting it repaired of mylelf, under the pro- 
mife that he would take care to get it ren 
paired before the arrival of the caravan, 
But, feeing. one day pafs after another, 
and nothing done, I went, on the 15th, to 
the prefidenit, to Pray him to give orders 
for repairing the houfe, at the leaft, not to 
oppofe my doing it at my Own expence. 
‘But his anfwer was, he would inftantly 
hire the workmen, and it fhould be repair= 
edin one day. And thefe promifes were 
daily repeated, as well by my mandarin ag: 
_ by the prefident, till, at length, the com= 
millary arrived with the caravan at Pekin, 
onthe 29th. As it rained very hard dus 
ting that whole day, the commiffary found, 
at his arrival, that there was no place where 
he, or any of his people, could be covers 
ed from the rain 3 and he was obliged to 
let all the baggage of the caravan remain, 
in the court-yard, without being able to fen 
cure one fingle parcel, As foon as the ca« 
tavan was entered into My court-yard, 
they reinforced the guard at the gate, and 
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pofted centinels all around the houfe, to 
fecure us, as they faid, again{t thieves ; 
but, in reality, to prevent our commiffary’s 
having any opportunities of trading with 
any perfon whatfoever, till fuch time as 
they fhould receive the merchandifes, which 
they might pretend to have occafion for, 
for his Majefty and the court. Befides 
which, they ordered two mandarins, with ° 
aclerk, to remain in our houfe, to take 
good care that no merchandife was fold on 
credit, and ‘s note down exadtly the names 
of 2)! tuat dhould come into, or go out of 
our houfe; what. goods, and how much, 
they bought, and at what price. 


‘O¢fober. 

In the beginning of this month I fent a- 
gain to the council, on the fubject of the 
repair of our houfe. Upon which they 
let me know, the Oth, by a clerk, that the 
prefident had fent a courier to his Majefty, 
to be informed if his Majefty would: be 
pleafed to have our houfe repaired by the 
treafury, 
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treafury, or if it was our bufinefs.to repale 
it; the Emperor, by ‘virus of the laft con- 
vention between the two empires,.not be- 
ing ‘obliged to: farnith any thing to our 
people. Whereupon [ patiently: waited ti]! 
fig? SB A So oe 
rath. The workmen eame at length to 
make the reparation fo ofterpremifed:; 
but it was done fo negligently, that, when 
they made an etd, there was little altera- 
tion for the better. “The commiflary gui- 
ployed the reft of this month to. unpack 
the goods, that he might put every thing 
in order againft the time he fhould be per- 
mitted'to begin to trade, -In ‘the mean 
while, we were ‘Vilited er SRduouflyby : 
four mandarins, who pretended 'to be de- 
puted from the court to receive the mer- 
chandifes appropriated for his Majefty, dea 
manding, ; from the commiffary, an“ exaé 
fpecification of all the goods beavight-by 
the caravan, that they night chite ‘what 
was neceflary for the j vice ‘of the court. 
. They were anfwered, “ ‘That they need 
Von, H Tr not 
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Kot exped that the commiflary would give 
them a {pecification of all he had in the ca- 
ravan ; but that, if they had any orders of 
the court for us, they ought to produce let- 
ters of credit, addrefled to me or. the com~ 
miflary ; or, at leaft, to let us fee & {pecili- 
cation of the goods wanted, figned by the 
matter of the wardrobe of the Emperor, 
whereupon they fhould know if fuch goods 
were in the caravan or not.” But thefe 
gentlemen would not quit their demand fo, 
alledging, “t That they muft go according 
- to the.cuftoms obferved in times paft, when 
the commiflary of every caravan had been 
obliged to give fuch a {pecification to thofe 
depuied by the court to receive the goods 
trom him; that they did not intend to be 
terved at this time’ as they had been with 
former commillaries, when the court got 
goods of but indifferent quality, after the 
beft goods had been difpofed to private 
perfons; that, to this end, they fhould be 
careful to examine all that the commiffary 
had brought, and that. they would take 


Po ee 
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what they wanted, forthe court, out of the 
bett they could find, particularly fables, at 
three laen per pair, as ufual,’ The coma 
mitlary, feeing thefe people pretend to infit 
on his giving them goods at fuch an under 
price, craved from me the protection of 
the Czar, our common mafter, alledging, 
that he had fables which coft him 20 or 30 
roubles the pair; and that it wag ealy to 
comprehend what market he fhould make 
with the reft of his goods, if he fhould be 
obliged to fell the fables at fuch a lofing 
price. Upon which I made the deputies 
underftand, “ That the merchandifes of the 
caravan did not belong to the commiffary 
nor to me, and, in cafe they did, it was not 
to be fuppofed that we fhould credit them 
at all, at leaft without their bringing a {pe- 
cification in form, figned by the perfon 
who hath the fuperintendance of thefe if- 
fairs at court. But that did not fignify, 
they had only to bring their money, and, 
when the commiflary had fhown them the 
goods, he weuld fee if he could agree with 

them.”* 
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them.” Thefe gentlemen feemed to take 
offence at this anfwer. -Neverthelefs, they 
engaged at laft to bring fuch a {pecifica- 
tion; but they deferred it from one day to 
another. In the mean time, they made 
ufe of all their cunning ta prevail on us to 
deliver them, at an under price, all the 
goods they thought fit to take. 


Noutader, 

The 1ft of this month, having fent my 
interpreter to the council, to defire them to 
admit the commiflary:to. the-liberty of tra- 
ding, they Yer me know, in anfwer, 

“ That it was impoffible to do it before 
the deputies of the court had received the 
goods they had to receive for his Majefty.” 

The 4th, 1 fpoke of this affair, not only 
with my mandarin, but alfo with the Kien- 
uy or mandarins appointed to our houfe, 
to the end that they fhould difpofe thofe 
people to give us their {pecification, in or- 
der to end this affair, The fame day I went 
co meet his’ Majelty,. who was returning 

from 
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from the hunting, and met him on the sth, 
“at 80 ly from Pekin, at the hot-baths of 
‘Tangzchang. His Majefty told me, “ That 
he had received: news from Europe, that 
his Czariffi Majefly had made peace with 
Sweden, by the mediation. of the Roman 
Emperor.” After which he .atked me, 
** How long the caravan had been urri« 
ved?” Upon which I anfwered, “ That 
they were, indced, fince the 29th of Sep~ 
tember, at Pekin ; but the commiffary had 
not yer got permiffion to trade.” Upon 
which his Majefty, difmiffing me, went to 
the bath, 

{ muff, on this occafion,: acquaint the 
reader with the cuftom of this empire, in 
{uch circumftances as this of the deputies 
above mentioned. All the mandarins that 
are charged with any commiffion of the 
court, be it to fubjeés or foreigners, are 
named-and defpatched by the minittry, 
When fach commiffion is finifhed, thefe 
people are obliged to make prefents, not 
ouly to the minifters, but alfo to the princes 

of 


334 JOURNEY OF 172 


of the blood, to the end that they may not 
give them too much trouble, and that they 
may keep fomething to themfelves. They 
have no caufe to fear that the people, with 
whom they have to do on thefe miffions, 
will find accefs to the minifters, or that 
ever a ferious inquity will be made into 
their conduét ; which is fo true, that no 
perfon will readily undertake to make 
complaints of their tricks, becaufe there is 
no reparation to be expected. No perfon 
can catry his complaints directly to the 
Emperor, but they muft abfolutely be made 
by thé minifters;’ or thofe who hold the 
firft office of the palace, or the chamber of 
his Majefty ; and thefe gentlemen are fo 
clofely linked to the interefts of the other 
great lords of the empire, that, whatever 
party the fufferer may addrefs himfelf to, 
he will certainly-remain the dupe of the 

affair. 
The fame day, the deputies endeavoured 
again to get fome goods from us, while the 
: {pecification 
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{pecification might be made out ; but their 
defign did not take effeé., 

The 9th, I fpoke again to the mandarins 
ef the council concerning our caravan 3 but 
1 could-get no other anfwer, but that this 
aflait. regarded. the deputits ‘of the court 
only, a 
The 14th, when I would have gone out 
myfelf to the council, the guard, at our 
gate, flopped me, under pretext that the 
four tmandarins, deputies from the court, 
had ordered, that no perfon fhould be fuf- 
fered to go out till the g00ds, which. they 
ought to have for the court, were firft de« 
livered. Though I paffed in fpite of the. 
Guard, I was nevertheless obliged to return 
without doing any thing, as the prefident 
Was not in the city, : 

The tsth, I fent my interpreter to the 
council to receive the refolution of the pre- 
fident, upon what I had reprefented the 
day before; and as he found him: not 
there, but was told he was at home, he 
went thither to fpeak with him, and brought 

* me 
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me the anfwer following, “ That the pre- 
fident would take care that this affair fhould 
be ended out of hand; that, to this end, 
it was neverthelefs neceflary, that the com- 
miffary fhould put a reafonable price upon 
his goods.” He defired further my inter- 
preter to tell me, that, at this feafon, he 
was rarely at home, becaufe he was obliged 
to be all day long at Czchan- Zchumnienne 
attending his Majefty ; that, when | fhould 
have any affair to propofe to him, | fhould 
communicate the fame, by my interpreter, 
to the. mapdarins of the-cauncibp whe wadid | 
not fail making him the neceflury report 
immediately. 

The 16th, the deputy ce ee having 
made up, according to their own fancy, a 
fpecification of merchandifes to be received 
by them for the provifion of his Majefty 
and the court, they came to prefent it to 
us, in order, by means of this impofition, 
to get a large parcel of goods from us. 

But the 17th, this fpecification being 
tranflated into the Rufs language, we found 

thar 
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that the quantity of metchandife which 
they demanded was much too large to be 
agreed to. For which reafon, it was afked 
of them, “ From:'whom this {pecification 
was fent tos? and who.made it out?” 
Upon which, after wiay.tarns and tergie 
verfations, employed to ‘no ‘purpofe, they: 
were at length forced to acknowledge that 
it was of their own forming ; it being their 
opinion, that fuch a quantity -would be, 
wanting for the ufe of the court, But, in 
making this avowal, they did not fail to 
make the commiflary apprehend, “ That 
he need not flatter himelf with a liberty of 
trading with any. perfon, before they, thoyld 
receive all that wag contained in the fpeci- 
fication.” 

‘The 18th, the alegada being come to our 
houle to buy fome goods, I befought him 
to remember the promifes which his Ma+ 
jefly had been fo good to make to Mr de 
Ifmayloff on the fubje& of freedom of 
commerce, feeing, that by the courfe which . 
affairs took at prefent, it looked ag if they 

Vou. U. “Uu were e 
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were entirely forgot, But he gave me for 
an anfwer to all, “* That it was an affair 
that did not in the leaft regard him, and 
that Thad none but the couneil to addrefs 
myfelf to *.” ; 

The 22d, I fent my interpreter to the 
council with a memorial on the fubject of 
this affair ; but the mandarins he found 
there refufed to receive it, under the pre- 
text, that they muft have before-hand the 
orders of the prefident thereupon, and 
know from him whether they should re- 
ceive it or not. fea 

ote The 

“In China all is done by the difpotition of dit: 
ferent colleges, to whoie cognizance the affairs may 
belong ; it not being permitted to addrefs the court 
directly, upon any affair whatever. In the time of the 
Jat Chinefe Emperor, thefe colleges were fe abfolute, 
that, on many occafions, the Emperor himfelf dared 
not middle with their decrees ; but, fince the Tartar 
princes have been in pofleffion of the throne of China, 
they are not much regarded ; witnefs the exercife of 
all forts of foreign religions publiely authorifed, and 
the allowance ofa Ruffian agent at Pckin, agreed to by 
the fole good pleafure of the Emperor, in oppofition 
to the remontirances of his miniftérs, and to the contti- 


tution of the government of China. 
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“The fime day the four deputies, being 
come to fee us, gave us to ‘underftand, 
“* That the ufual time of keeping the com- 
millary at home being nigh finithed, they 
were come to commence.a trade with him, 
and to know how much he demanded for 
each fort of merchandife, to the end that, 
after they had finithed their bargain ‘with 
him, they might then declare our houfe 
_free for every body to enter.” Whcereup- 
on [demanded of them, ‘ Who could have 
authorifed them to fhut up, in the manner 
utual with flaves, for any time, the fubjedts 
of fo potent a monarch as was the Czar 
my mafter?” But thefe gentlemen, not 
finding it proper to anfwer fo ticklith a 
queflion, contented themfelves with faying, 
“ That it would be well for the commiflary 
to refolve to give them the merchandife 
they required, and that at a reafonable 
price, unlefs he would, out of wantonnefs, 
involve himfelf in expences which would 
much exceed the profit he thought to make 
by his obftinacy ; and that, in the fituation 


+ 
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che was, being obliged to feed-his people at 
his own expence, he acted direGily contra- 
ry to his own interefts, not*to:clofe affairs 
with them.” Thereupon P @efired to 
know, “If they had orders to prefs us, in 
fo violent a manner, to deliver them the 
merchandifes.” Upon which they anfwer- 
ed, “* No; and that they were come to 
deal with the commiffary, but that he muft 
let'them have the beft goods at fuch prices 
as the court alwaya paid.” The commif- 
ary, to make his laft effort, offered them: 
merchandifes,. oC rhe, fgme, quality as'thofe 
which: theneoult had received at other 
times, without advancing the price; but 
that did not clofe the affair. They went 
away, faying: they would confult together, 
to fee if it was feafible for them to: aug- 
ment the price of the goods above that 
which the court had always given, 

Soon after they came from the council 
to inquire for my interpreter, to commu-~ 
nicate to him the anfwer of the prefident 
concerning my mémorial. Upon which I 

; fene 
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feat him dire€tly with the faid memorial, | 
no way doubting, but, after what the pre~ 
fident had himfel€ told him, it would ‘be 
received at once i But, on_ his return, he 
acquainted me, that the’ prefident had or- 
dered a mandarin to let. me.-Knoyy. the -an- 
{wer, which I wrote, word for word, from 
the mouth of my interpreter, “ I applied 
to the allegamba on the fubjc& of the me- 
morial of the agent, and he not only for. 
bid us to receive the faid memorial, but 
alfo charged me to tell the agent that which 
he had formerly told Mr de limayloff, viz, 
That commerce is looked upon by us, with 
contempt, and as a very trifling object ; 
that the agent himfelf was not ignorant 
that we had long refuled to admit-the pre- 
fent caravan, and moft certainly fhould ne. 
ver have confented to. its admittance into 
China, if- his Majefty had not fuffered him- 
felf to be perfuaded to it, at the reiterated 
inftances of Mr de Umaylof.” That the 
allegamba had, at the fame time, adifed 
thefe words: “ Thefe merchants comé here 

te 
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to enrich themfelves, not aur people, which 
is eafy to be feen, becaufe they pretend them- 
felves to fix the price of their own goods, that 
they may fell them the dearer.’ For thefe 
reafons, go tell the agent, that we fhall not 
only refufe to receive the faid memorial, 
but that, in future, he need not give him- ” 
felf the trouble of propofing any thing to 
us that may be relative to commerce, bé- 
caufe we will not embarrafs ourfelves here- 
after with the merchants of Ruffia.” Where- 
upon our confinement continued much the 
{ame as before ; infomuch, that it was only 
“ permitted to the domeflics of the firft mi- 
nilter, of the prefident, and a clerk of the 
wardrobe, to enter our houfe, which they 
did very frequently, and, in ail appearance, 
to {py what paffed in our quarters, in hopes 
that we fhould be obliged, at length, to 
fubmit our trade to their difcretion. 

The 25th, I underftood that the brigadier, 
who, till that time, had the charge of the 
guard at our honfe, was. reftored to the 

‘good graces of the Emperor; and that his 
Maaraft<, 
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Majefty had made him grand marfhall of 
the court, with the command in chief of 
the.army which this monarch keeps in the 
country of the Mongalis *, Whereupon 
T repaired immediately to his houfe, to pay 
my compliments ; and having found an 
Opportunity, at the fame time, of acquaint. 
ing him with what had pafled regarding 

the 


* The Mongalls ate Tartar Pagans, who dwell to 
the north of China, They are divided into two branches, 
of which the firft is that of the Eaftern, or of the ” 
Northern Mongalls, or the Nieuchu, who inhabit to- 
wards the coalts of the fea of Japan, between the river 
Amoor and the Grand .Wall; thefe are the natural 
fubje&ts of the Tartar houfe which at prefent fills the 
throne of China; and ate the very people, ‘who, in 
the lalt century, made themfelves matters of the-empire 
of China. ‘Vhey are brought up in extreme gros ido- 
Jatry, and have in a manner no religion, hey, for 
the greateft part, dwell in towns and villages, aud ap- 
ply themfelves to agriculture. ‘The fecond branch is 
thatof the Weftern Mongalls, otherwite called Calchies, 
Thefe laf are only under the protedien of China, 
without being entirely fubjects, having their own pro- 
per Chan. _ They live in tents, and fubfilt by their car. 
ue, without cultivating their lands. Their religion fr 
the worthip of the Delay. Lama. 
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the four mandarins deputed from the court; 
he gave me his word that he would go to 
court that day, to inform himfelf circum-— 
ftantially of that affair; and that, after- 
wards, he would order them to receive what 
might be abfolutely neceflary for his Ma- 
jetty and the court without further delay. 
He, at the fame time, feemed to be ex- 
tremely furprifed at the conduct of his bro- 
ther the allegamba on this occafion. 

The 27th, the firft minifter being come 
to our houfe, told me, ** That he under- 
flood the interdi¢t on our houte was not 
taken-off, and defired me to acquaint him 
with the caufe of it.” Upon which I made 
anfwer, “ ‘That I had, for a long time, en 
deavoured to find ‘it out, but I could find 
no perfon who would feem to know it. 
Neverthelefs it muff, in time, be cleared 
up, feeing it was a notorious injuftice to 
keep a caravan-thut up fo long, that came 
upon the faith of treaties folemnly ratified.” 
He replied thereupon, “ That the court, 
for a long time, refolved to admit no cara- 

, vans, 
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vans, becaufe all:the-merchants, wha had 
traded with the Rufles, were reduced to the 
loweft ebb, by. the “very great quantity: of 
Rubs goods which were.at prefent in China; 
that it--was-on the very ftrong inftances 
which Medes Mmiaylof : had: made,..ag-avell: 
to the court as to the council; offering; for 
this purpole, that the commiffary and his. 
people fhould fubfift, for the future, at their . 
Own expence; that, in the end, they had 
admitted the prefent caravans that the com- 
millary, fo far from having any regard to 
thefe circumftances, refufed now to take the 
ufual prices, that had been offered him for the 
merchandife which, the court had. occafion 
for, and infifted:on. A Verbigh price for 
them; that he withed I would bring the com- 
miffary to reafon in this affair, and let Rim 
know the refult.” Upon which I told him, 
_ * That L had nothing to do with’ putting 
a new price on goods which the commif- 
fary.had in commiffion 5 that it did not de’ 
pend on me, aa it was the commiflary who 
was to account for the goods with which 
he was entrufted, who would not permit 
Vor. It. rr ou. ~ 
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any other befides himfelf, who fold them, 
to fet a price; that, as to what regarded 
the admiflion of the carayan, it was flipu- 
lated long before Mr de Ifmaylof’s arrival 
at Pekin, and there could not the leaft al- 
teration be made in it, without fhaking 
the foundations of the treaties concluded 
between the two empires ; and fuppofing 
any alteration was to be made, it could not 
be done but by mutual confent, and after 
deputics, appointed for this purpofe by the 
two empires, fhould haye examined this 
affair to the bottom, and made a new plan 
of convention.” Thié’anfwer feemed to 
nettle the minifter, who broke up the con- 
verfation, and ordered the commiffary to 
fhow him {ome goods, 


December. 

The four mandarins, deputed from the 
court, finding, at length, that we rather 
chofe to have our confinement continue, 
than to fubmit to their unreafonable pre- 
tenfions ; and that, on the other hand, 


the 
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the grand marfhall of the court interefted 
himfelf ftrongly in our favour, and would 
abfolutely have an end of this affair, the 
interdi& oh our houfe was at laft taken off, 
And, * 

The ad 6f this month, the council made . 
publication, that i, was” permitted to all 
perfons to come and trade with us; but 
they ufed one piece of chicanery, which 
hurt us much, and really kept Of all the 
merchants ; for, when “they purdeived the 
merchants began to refort to out houfe, 
they made known to them, “ That no per- 
fon fhould carry out the leaft thing, of 
what they bought. ar our honfe, without 
fhowing it firft to the ‘fgnr Whindarttiedé- 
putics, to the end that ‘they “might take 
what they found proper for the ufe of the 
court.” | This notification took away from 
the merchants all defire of trading with us, 
fecing they were affured of being great fuf- 
ferers if they were obliged to pafs throtigh 
the hands of thefe greedy mandarins ; 
which made me acquainted, more than a- 

ny 
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ny thing clic, with the mifery of ‘the pro- 
feffion of a merchant in China, who are 
obliged to depend on the difcretion of man- 
darins and foldiers, who have none, But 
the poyamba or grand marfha]l of the court, 
having been informed of it, had the good- 
nefs to remedy this new grievance, orders 
ing the mandarins not to take any thing 
for the ufe of the court, from any other 
perfon than from the commiffary, For this 
purpofe he fent, at the fame tine, his ftew- 
ard with them, to the commiflary, to tell 
him, “ That he came with them, by or- 
der of his mafter,:to fee how much, and 
what forts of merchandifes thefe gentlemen 
would take, to the end that they might 
make him an exact report.” Whereupon 
they were fhown the goods; but they acted 
fo much upon the referve, in prefence of 
this man, that they took in all but a very 
middling parcel. of goods. Nevertheleis, 
this did not prevent their repairing every 
lay to our houfe, to take from the Chinefe 
merchants what goods they thought pro- 


per. 
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per. And the more to counteract our trade, 
the miniftry had reprefented to the Em- 
peror, that there had been‘ brought, during 
many years, from year to year, into his 
Majefty’s magazines of fur, a much great- 
er quantity -of fables: than were nieceflary 
for the confumption of the court ; and that, 
as this quantity augmented annually, it was 
better that his Majefty thould order fome 
of them to be fold, than to let them lie and 

fpoil, i Pay 
The rath, 13th, and 14th, many Chi- 
nefc merchants, and other perfons from‘the 
great houfes, and ordinary people of Pekin, 
having come to our houfe, ventured to buy 
fome {quirrel fkins, and other goods of 
{mall value, in order té difcover the true 
defigns of the mandarins who kept them- 
felves at our houfe; they did not oppofe 
them until they had fixed their bargains ; 
but, when the bargains were concluded, 
they fignified to them that they were not 
to carry out any of the things they had 
: : bought, 
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bought, till they fhould choofe the bett of 
what they lad for the court. 

The rsth, as they were apprited at the 
court and council that we had begun to 
trade, they publifhed that they would (ell, 
at reafonable prices, 30,000 fables out of 
the fur-magazines of the Emperor ; where- 
upon all thofe who had begun to trade 
with us went to fupply themfelves there ; 
fome for fear of the chicanery of the man- 
darins, others in hopes of buying cheaper 
there than with us. In fhort, they fold, by 
what: I could afterwards learn, the beft 
fables at two one-half Jaen, middling at 
one one-half laen to one, and the leaft at 
go fun; but thefe were not Siberia fables, 
but thofe of the Tongufes *,-under the do- 

minions 


* The Tougules are a Pagan people of the north of 
Afia, who are very probably the defcendants of the 
Tartars. ‘They occupy a great proportion of the eal. 
ern parts of Siberia; and fome branches of this people 
extend themfelves even to the fouthern banks of the 
river Amoor. The laft party of the ‘Tongufes is fub- 
ject to China ; all the other Tongufes are fubjects pf 
Ruifia, Vide Hiftoire Genealog. des Tartare. 
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minions of China, taken about the border 
of the river Amoor *, of which they fur~ 
nifh annually a quantity to the magazines 
of his Majefly. The country whence thefe 
fables are brought is called Solloni. 
. The 16th, I was informed, that, not- 
withRanding the court had confented to a 
. free commerce between* the two nations, 
free of all duties, the mandarins belonging 
to our houfe had given the ftri@eft orders 
to our guard, not to Ict any the leaft thing 
of any kind be brought into our houfe, 
without producing a billet from them Fi 
and fuch a billet coft them 30 z{choffes, 
which make about four fun, But thofe 
who would have-free. ingrefa.and egrel to 
our houte to trade, weré obliged, once for 


all, 


* The river Amoor is one of the largeR rivers in 
Alia, It takes its rife in the country of the Mongalls, 
near the river Selinga, and running from thence eaft- 
ward, it’ makes the frontier of thefe parts, between 
Eafern Siberia and the Oriental Mongalls ; and, after 
a courfe of more than 300 German leagues, it difchar- 
ges ipfelf into the fea of Japan, in lat. 44 degrees 
north, 
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all, to make a fixed agreement with them, 
either for a certain limited time, or for the 
whole time we might ftay at Pekin ; upon 
which they received a billet, which entitled, 
them to come into, and go out of our 
houte, as often as they pleafed. All thofe 
who refufed to pay in this manner for the 
freedom of entry fnto our houfe, were fent 
hack, as people who came to our houfe to 
borrow, or perhaps fteal on occafion. 

The 17th, my mandarin being come to 
fee me, I told him, ‘ That I was very glad 
to learn that the court had alfo begun to 
enter into trade, which they had before 
looked upon as fo contemptible a thing 
with them, that they always reproached 

‘us with the little importance of it; that, 
fince his Majefty had given fuch authentic 
marks of the efteem he had for ‘commerce,’ 
I hoped that, in time to come, they would 
{peak of it with more circum{pection,” 
Whereupon he replied, ‘‘ That it was not 
with a view of intereft that the Emperor 
had ordered the fables to be fold that I. 

ipoke 
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Spoke of, but that the fale was made purely 
becanfe, having fo great a quantity of them 
in his magazines, he thought it better to 
order then to be fold, than that they 
fhould lie there till rotten,” I thereupon 
told him, “ That if, at the court of his 
Czarith Majefty, and in his.empire, they 
could make ufe of all the furs which the - 
country furnifhed, they would probably 
fcc very few of them in China.” After 
which, 1 demanded of him, * If it, was 
with the knowledge of the Emperor that 
the mandarins placed at our gate fold, to 
the people who had bufinefs with us, "per- 
mits of pailage in and out, and abfolutely 
denied entrance to our houfe to thole who 


Ud net pay for thofe permits ?” T would 





likewile be informed by him, “ What was 
“he meaning that the four mandarins, de- 
puties of the court, were continually in our 
houfe ?” Lis anfwer to which was, “ That 
the Emperor knew nothing of Jit, nor did 
any perfon dare to tell him of it; the ale- 
vada having given them leave to fell fuch 


Worn ie Yu ters 
] 


354 JOURNAL OF 1721 


permits, as a {mall cafual profit; that, as 
to the mandarin deputies, they were igno- 
rant of the confequence of what they did.” 
Whereupon I told him, at the conclufion, 
“That I did not comprehend why the mi- 
nifters were fo averfe to us in every thing, 
even to the refufing to fee us, or receive 
our memorials ; that I withed, with all my 
heart, that they thould not carry it fo far, 
as to oblige me to carry my complaints to 
the perfon of the Bogdoi-Chan dire& ; and 
further, that I afked nothing but what was 
. conform to treaties, and that, if the treaties 
were to fubfift in their full force between 
the two cmpires, there was an abfolute ne- 
ceflity to hear what I had to fay, andto , 
give fuch refolutions as they fhould think 
proper, upon the memorials which [ fhould, 
from time to time, prefent them on the oc- 
cafion,.” 

The latter end of this month, his Ma- 
jelly made a tour to Caifa, which is a pa~ 
lacey with a fine park, fome lys to the 
south of Pekin, where he pafled fome 

weeks ; 
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weeks ; which was the occafion that no- 
thing remarkable paffed, during this time, 
between the minifters and me. 


January 1722. 

The 15th of this month, the gnard “at 
our gate, refufed entrance to fome carts of 
hay which my people had bought, becaufe | 
the peafants had not billets of paflage, and. 
they would not give any thing to the fol- 
diers ; and, notwithftanding I fent to adver- 
tile the mandarins, and officers who com- 
manded the guard at our gate, of this info- 
lence of the guard, they, notwithftanding, 
drove away the Peafants with their hay.’ I 
complained of it to my mandatin, but to 
little purpofe. 

The 16th, after having eeeieta the 
news of the perpetual peace, concluded be- 
tween his Czarifh Majefty and the Otto- 
man Porte, I caufed Te Deum to be fung 
in the church of St Nicolas, and celebrated 
the reft of the day in feftivity. 


Febru- 
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* The ad of this month, and according to 
cultom, | offered fome prefents to his Ma- 
jefty on the new year, which is a ceremony 
that muft be obferved by every perfon 
vefted with any public character, unlefs he 
would expofe himfelf to a general cenfure, 
Tis Majefty reccived my little prefents very , 
gracioufly, and prefented me, in return, 
with fome of all the forts cf game he had 
taken at the hunting the laft autumn m 
and of a good number of theep ; and it is 
im this. mapper that his Majefty iv aecuf- 
tomed'to fepat Hatly, at the clofe of 
the year, thofe people of his court that he 
would diflinguith, 

The 4th, which’ is the laft day of the 





Chinefe year, the court ‘ended the year 

with a feaft, which was very hort, becaufe 

his Majefty was but juft recovered from a 

fit 

* The Mongalls, and other Pagan Tartars, have a 

_ particular method for drying all forts of fleth, by the 

uir and the fun, which entirely prevents their perithing; 

by which means they kecp wild-fewl from one year to 
another, 
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fit of illne(s which he had laboured under, 
On this occalion, Ihad the honour of fitting 
over againft his Majefty, at fome diftance 
from the throne ; and this place is a little 
below the feat of the Princes of the blood, 
but above that: of the mandarins of the firft 
clafs, The feat being finithed, and his 
Majefty retired, the mafter of ceremonies 
came to tell me, that I might be difpenfed 
with coming the next day, being new 
year’s day, to court, to pay my compli. 
ments to his Majefty, feving it was the 
cuftom of the Princes of the blood, and 
mandarins of the empire, , to be all ranged 
in the court of the cattle that day, every 
one according to his rank, where, as I was 
a foreigner, I could have no rank, 

The rath, the firt minifter gave me and 
the commiffary a dinner, On which ocea- 
fion there pated nothing remarkable, un. 
lefs that he afked me, “ If I was not,to re- 
tura with the caravan ?” Which made 
me think they had already fettled this af- 
fair at court, I antwered him thereupon, 

copy. 
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© That it did not depend on my pleafure to 
leave the court, where the Czar, my mat{- 
ter had fent me to refide, till he fhould re- 
call me.” a 
The 18th and roth, his Majefty caufed 
the celebration of the feaft of Lanthorns, 
which had been annually celebrated, at the 
court of China, for above 2000 years. 
This feaft was folemnized at Czchan- 
schumnienne with great magnificence. Du- 
ring the grand entertainment, which was 
that day at courts they reprefented all forts 
of plays, and other diverting fhows ; and, 
at night,: they exhibited grand fire-works ; 
which, joined to fo many illuminations, 
and to the prodigious quantity of Jan- 
thorns, adorned with figures, and diverfi- 
fied with all forts of colours, caufed a fur- 
prifing agreeable view, during the darknefs 
of the night *, They placed me, ‘on this 
occa= 
* The Chinefe are accuftomed to be at very great 
expence at this feftival, in fire-works and in lanthorns, 
having lanthorns that will colt them 10,0c0 lacn, and 


upwards. The fire of their rockets are alfo remarkably 
beau- 
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Cccafion, the fame as they did the lat time 
at Pekin, at the diftance of fome paces 
from the Emperor’s throne, , 

The 2oth, being returned to Pekin, fome 
of the principal of the Korea merchants 
came to fee ‘me; but, when’ they would 
have entered my apartment, fome of the 
foldiers who accompanied them oppofed it; 
and they narrowly efcaped the lath of the 
foldiers whips, who had lifted them againtt 
thofe merchants. Upon which I prefently 
ordered them to be kept, by our people, ii. 
the court before my houfe, to wait there 
till the merchants fthould go out of my 
houfe. And I, at the fame time, gave 
them to underftand, that they, for the fu- 
ture, would do wifely not ‘to make ule of 
their whips at my houfe, After which the 
merchants indeed entered into my apart- 
ment, but dared not make any flay there, 
for being infulted by the foldiers that e.: 

feorted 
heautiful. ‘Ihe variety and liveliness of their are 


ferpafs the European perlormances fo much, that we 


ave oblived to own they erce! us in thefe performurces, 
S y 
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feorted them *. The civility with which I 
received them, and to which they had not 
been ufed with the Chinefe, made them 
have a defire of being more acquainted 
with me, For they came again on the 
aad, before my houfe, but the guard at the 
gate refufed them entrance. 


March, 
During this month, we continued our 
trade, as much as the mandarins and fol- 


diers of our guard would permit. There 
Mame pafied 


4 The Chinefe being accuflomed to treat the inha- 
pitants of Korea with great roughnefs," and having 
prohibited them all correfpondencé with’ foreign-na- 
tions, it is not to be expected that they fhould relaz 
their hard treatment of them for the fake of a minifler 
of the court of Ruffia; which is, as it were, the only 
power who could fupport the inhabitants of Korea, if 
they thould ever he defirous of throwing of the Chi- 
nefe Yoke 5 feeing that, by the river Amoor, the Rut- 
fes could fail down into the ports of Korca, without a 
potibility of the Chinefe hindering them. And it is 
not impoffible but this condua of Mr De Lange might 
have been one canfe of the court of China’s fudden re- 


folution of ordering him to leave the country. 
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“ paffed nothing elfe remarkable, unlefs that 
“the commiflary having fent a clerk of the 
caravan towards the deferts to fee in what 
condition the horfes were, which were left 
there in “their way to Pekin ; he reported: 
to us, that ‘they were all: jn very. bad 
plight; and that, if we did not out of 
hand fend money, that they might be put 
into fables, there was danger of the erreat~ 
eft part of them dying, 


re , 


. <pril, 
The 6th of this month, I fent my inter 
Preter, at the defire of the commiffary, to 
the mandaring which were Placed at our 
houfe on account’ of the taragan,” afd let 
them know, that the commiffary being o- 
bliged to fend one of his people with mo~ 
ney towards the defert, in order that the 
people who had the charge of the horfes of 
the caravan fhould be enabled to pur them 
into ftables, he would, for the greater fe. 
curity, have occafion for fome foldiers, ox 
fome others, to efcort this man ;,and I pray- 
Vor. IL, Zz éd 
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ed their care of this affair, Whereupon 
they returned me anfwer, that they would 
make their report to the council.;. for, 
without their orders, they could do nothing 
in it. 

The 7th, two mandarins, accompanied by 
a clerk, came to bring me an anf{wer from 
the prefident on this affair ; and, it being 
wrote ona fheet of. paper, they read the 
fame to me in the follawing terms : 

“ The allegamba having been informed 
yefterday that you wanted to.fend a mef= , 
fage again towards the defertey-could not 
but. imagine that it was for fome other 
bufinefs than that of -horfes, that your 
people. made fuch frequent journies be- 
tween the deferts and Pekin; this’ gives 
him reafon to think that, by the help of the 
Mongalls, you carry on a fecret intelli- 
gence between this city and Selinginfky, 
which may give ‘birth to complaints and 
threats between the two empires ; for he is 
not ignorant that the Mongalls are a peo- 
ple capable of engaging in fuch affairs, and 

that 
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that the Ruffles do not grudge money on 
fuch occafions.” I afked them thereupon, . 
“Whether this anfwer was from the alle~ 
. Gamba, or whether it was their own com= 
pofition.” Upon which they affured me, 
that they’ wroté it, “word for word, ‘the 
fame that the allegamba gave them ; and 
that ic was for the fame reafon he would 
not confent fo the fending the petfon, as 
defired, Pye te 
After thid explanation, I'thoiight necef- 
fary, for my:'greater fecurity, to defire them 
to acquaint the allegamba on my behalf, 
““'That the precaution he took was not 
tight to.take,. ualefa with prifoners, or un~ 
lefs he had any: intercepted letter to pro- - 
duce, by which he would convict me of 
having fought to embroil the two empires ; 
that bearing, as I did, a public character, I 
might write as often as I pleafed, without 
having any-occafion either of the efcort or 
the confent of the prefident 3 and the-fame, 
if I had a courier to defpatch for my pri- - 
vate affairs, as he could not prevent it 
; without 


304 JOURNAL OF 1I7re, 
without an open violence.” I fent forth- 
with my interpreter to the council, with 
the mandarins, to know the determination 
‘of this minifter, But he fent me word, 
that he had no defire to. employ the horfes 
and the people of :the army of the Entpe+ 
ror his mafter in. our fervice, on journies 
which. muft caufe them to be at expences 
for which they. were not furnifhed by their 
ordinary pay.: Upon which. I made him 
the propulal of being ourfelves at the ex- 
pence of the people: for the ext which he 
fhould grapt us, and that: wiiwipuld alfo- 
inount them on our own horfes; that they 
might have no occaffn for the Emperor's ; 
or, if that was ftill not fatisfaétory, I would 
only demand a paffport, and would run the 
rifk of fending one of our own people 
without an efcort. But he continued firm 
in his denial, and would not allow of one 
‘or other of the expedients, contenting 
himéelf with letting me know, once for all, 
“ That he would do nothing in it.” . 1 
hare: at the fame time, from my inter- 
: preter, 
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pfeter, that they had reafoned among 
themfelves, on thés oecafion, in much, the 
following manner: “ Thefe foreigners 
come here with ‘their commerce, to encum-= 
ber us every moment with athoufand petty 
affairs, pretending’ that “they, ought ‘to “be 
favoured, on. all ‘occafions,; ne-fore nor’ 
lefs than if they laid an obligation on 
us; and yet we are ftill to receive the firft 
anfwer from them on the fubjeét of our af- 
fairs,” 08 Oa 
The 16th, Funderftood that, fome weeks 
ago, the Tufh-du-Chan of the Mongalls *, 
who 

* This is the name of the prefent Chan of the wef 
tern Mongalls. This Chan was heretofore fovereign ; 
but, fince the eaftern Mongails have poffeffed them- 
felves of China, he put himfelf under the protection of 
thar empire, in order to be the better able to make 
head again{t the ‘Kalmucks, with whom they are in a 
manner at continual war. He is a very powerful 
Frince. His dominions, on the weftern fide, reach to 
the banks of the great river Yenifey,’ and ‘even from 
thence, on the! other fide ‘of ‘this fiver, towards the 
fources of the Oby ; and, on the other fide, towards 


the ealt, they reach to the great wall. The Chan of the 
wellern 
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who encamped at Urga had brought com- 
plaints to the court of the ill condué of the 
Rufs merchants who came to Urga; and that 
he had, at the fame time, advertifed the mi- 
niftry, that there never had been fo great a 
concourfe of Rufs ‘and Chinefe ‘merchants 
at his refidence, as in this year; that, 
thereupon his Majefty had taken a refolu- 
tion to fend a mandarin, with orders to the 
Chan to chafe out all the merchants, as 
well Ruffes as Chinefe, from Urga, with- 
out letting it appear that it was.done by 
order of his Majefty, but that it fhould ap- 
pear as the proper act of the Tufh-du- 
Chan, as mafter of his own country. 

The fame day, a courier, who was lately 
arrived from Selinginfky, with defpatches 
from the mandarin who refided there, told 
my interpreter, that the intendant of Selin- ’ 
ginfky had tendered feveral packets of let~ 

‘ters 


weftern Mongalls hath a great many petty Chans of 
this nation for his vaffals, and can bring 100,000 men, 
er more, into the field, all cavalry ; but his foldiers fall 
far thort of the Kalmucks foldiery. 
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ters that came from Ruffia to this man- 
darin, in order to be forwarded to the 
council of the affairs of the Morgalls at 
Pekin ; but he refufed to receive them, 
becaufe the intendant could not acquaint 
him with their contents. _ 
May,’ . 
The 4th of thie month, two mandaring ° 
of the council, accompanied with three 
clerks and two officers out of oitr guard; 
being come to my apartment at eleven 
o'clock at night, informed me; that the al. 
legamba, being returned from court, want- 
ed to {peak with me on an affair of confe~ | 
quence ; and, becaufe he was ‘employed du. 
ring the day-time, Yrom morning till night, 
he prayed me to ive myfelf the trouble of 
coming to him, though it was late at night, 
Twas a-bed when the meffage came to me ; 
however, I made no difficulty of tifing, to 
comply with this minifter’s defire ; the 
more, as the mandarins affured me that the 
bufinefs he wanted to {peak with me about . 
wag 
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was a very prefling affair. When I came 
to his houfe, I ‘was received with remark- 
able civility ; and the allegamba being come 
in perfon to meet me, even to the court, 
he led me to his apartment, and defired me 
to fit down by him. He then began to 
make excufes, that, in fo long a time, he 
had not been able to fee me at his.own 
houfe, or in other places ; but that he fup- 
pofed I was not iggorant that he. was obli- 
ged to be every day, from morning till 
night, with his Majefty at Czhan-zchum- 
nienne. Upon which I replied, that. his 
excufe was unanfwerable, and that I com= 
miferated his being obliged to pafs his time 
in fo fatiguing a manner, After many'o- 
ther reciprocal compliments of this nature, 
he demanded of me, “ If it was long fince 
I had any news from Selinginfky ?” I an~ 
fwered, ‘* That it was fome time fince I 
had any.” In the end, the affair which he 
was about difcovered itfelf, by little aud 
little, when he afked me, ‘* If I remember- 
ed that when I would lately defpatch a 

meflenger 
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meffenger, by Kalchanna, towards the de- 
fert, he cold me that he could not confent 
to it, hecaufe he apprehended that, by fuch 
means, fecret correfpondence might be car- 
ned on, which might bring. on fome mif- 
underftanding between’ the two empires,” 
{ told him thereupon, ** That 1 did re- 
member that, and the reft of the unexpect- 
ed anfwer he then gave me > but, not ha. 
ving ever been able guefs whence fuch 
fulpicion could avife, he would infinitely 
oblige me, if he would pleafe to {peak a 
little more intelligibly on this affair.” 
Whereupon he replied, “ We apprehend 
you have intelligence of our deferters, 
which you do not think fit to communi. 
cate tous *.” ‘Thereupon I remonftrated, 
“That 

* The Tongufes, as well as the Mongals, and other 
people Gf artar extradion, who inhabit on the con- 
fines of Ruflla and China, are: accudomed to defert 
very often, by hundreds of fansilies from the lands of 
one empire to thofe of the other, according as their 
Caprice or intereft prompts them, which is often the 
fubject of ultercations between the twoempires. Inor- 
Ger to yemedy thele inconveniencies, it wag agreed 


in 
St eS ‘ie 


370, JOURNAL OF  igaz, 


“That, if he would pleafe to confider the 
vaft diflance between St Peterfburgh and 
Pekin, he-would himfelf judge whether it 
was poflible for the courier defpatched on 
this affair to: be returned already, .unlefs he 
could fly ; that, as to the reft, he himfelf 
knew that affairs of fych confequence were 
not the bufinefs of a day, and required o- 
ther things to adjuft.them than fecret, cor- 
refpondence.” . He oo his. head at this 
an{wer, becaufe there was then a report 
current at Pekin, that orders were arrived 
at. Selinginkky, fromsbe.Czaranat. to reftore 
the deferters before fpoken of. Some mo-~ 
ments afterwards he afked me, “ If I would 


com= 


in the lait treaty, that,-for: the future, fuch deferters 
thould not be received by either power, but fhould ho- 
nellly be retursied to the place from whence they came. 
Prom this article the Chinefe pretend a right to re- 
.proach the Raffes with not a@ing candidly in deferring 
fo long the reftitution of 700 families of their fubjeds, 
which went over to the Ruffian territories fince the con- 
clufion of this treaty ; and the Ruffes, on their fide, 
alfo reclaim a good number of families, and infil on 
its being equitable to come to a liquidation of their re- 
ciprocal pretentions. 
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communicate to him the news when I 
fhould receive my letters?” - Upon which 
T affured him, “* That I fhould conceal: ne- 
thing from him, whether it regarded him 
in particular, or regarded the court; {ee- 
ing fuch affaire-cotid'not be communicated 
to me but by exprefs--orders* of « the Czar 
my matter ; which, whatever defire I: thight 
have, I dared not keep fecret.” This mini- 
fter, not thinking he hap! yet fufficient reafon 
to be fatisfied, demanded anew of me,’ “ If, 
when I fhould receive private letters, I 
would let him have a copy?” I anfwered- 
thereupon, “ That it was certainly the firft 
time, fince the world began, fuch 4 propo- 
, fal was made ; but that 1 coyld not believe 
that he fpoke in carneft on this occafion, 
although it was a little too late for raillery.” 
This anfwer being not altogether fuch as 
he hoped for, he changed, for fome time, 
the difcourfe, by faying, “ That he had an 
intention -of telling his Majefty, that the 
caravan was almoft ready to depart, and of 
receiving, at the fame time, his orders with 
regard 
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regard to my perfon.” {Whereupon I de- 
fired him, ‘* To put his Majefty. in mind 
of the affair, on the fubject of which:I had 
fo often made inftances to him.” At length 
“he began to talk to me of my ftay at Pe- 
kin, faying, ‘* That’ the term’which was 
agreed with Mr De Ifmayloff; for my ftay 
at this court, wanted litle‘of béing expi- 
reds”: “And” he wrride me fully-to compre- 
hend that I ought taeprepare to return with 
the caravan, Upon which we difputed to- 
gether long enough ; and I told him ‘on 
’ this océafion, “ That-if. he-would pleafe 
to remember. that Paffited on’all the con- 
ferences that were held on this fubject ; 

that I had rad, and had in my cuftody, all . 
the correfpondence of Mr “De Ifmhayloff, 
with the council, about: his negotiations ; 
and that Iwas at.all the audiences which 
his Majefty had granted to that minifter, 
he could not doubt but that what was 
- tranfadted by Mr De Imayloff, from his 
atrival till his departure, was as well 
known to, me as to himfelf.” I further 
, alledged 
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r 

alledged to him,’ on this fubjed, the refolu- 
_ tion of the month of February 1721, which 
he himielf fent -to Mr De Ifmaylof; 

whercin. it. was faid, “* That his Majefty 
had given. his-confent to the refidence of 
an agent .at his court, without any men- 
tion regarding the time, dire@ily or indi-+ 
realy.” But this Lord, notwithRtanding he 
had nothing to anf{wer to what I advanced, 
held himlelf ftrictly, to his firft decifion, 
that my fay had been agreed to only till 
the return of the prefent caravan. And 
this altercation did not ceafe till I gave 
him, for a final anfwer, “* That the Czar, 
my matter, not having ordered me-to enter 
this empire in fpite of the court, cr to, con- 
tinue to refide in it contrary to the good 
pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan, I was obliged 
to conform myfelf, on this occafion, to all 
that his Majefly fhould think fit to deter- 
mine in regard to me,” After which he 
fhowed me a finall letter,. with an addrets 
in the Rufs language, faying it came from 
Nanith Trirfor, interpreter at. Sclinginfhy, 


BLD 
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and that the Kutuchtu * had fent it to Pekin, 
that it might be delivered to me. He ad- 
ded, “ That he knew very well, that, fince 
the departure of Mr De I{mayloff, I had 
received a good number of letters, the con- 
tents of which I had communicated to no- 
body ;' but, as to this letter, I muft deter- 
mine to open it in his prefence, and let him 
take a copy of it, if I withed to have it ; 
for, if he could not pregail fo far upon me, 
I thould not read it neither, as he would 
take care to return it whence it came,” 
He gave orders for. this purpofe to two 
tranflators, who were then prefent, to tet 
themfelves by me, and to read the letter at 
_the fame time I did. As I had not yet o- 
pened the letter, I afked him, ‘* Whar oc- 
cafioned a curiofity fo unallowable ? and if 
he 


* The Kutuchtu is an high-prieft belonging to the 
Mongalls and the northern Kalmucks. He was fur- 
snerly no more than a fub-delegate of the Delay-Lama, 
in thefe ‘parts ; but he hath, by degrees, found means © 
to withdraw from the obedience of his mafer, and to 
deify himfelf at the exspence of the Delay Lama, 


172% Mr DE LANGE, 375 


he did not know that this procedure was 
directly contrary to the rights of nations 2?” 
His anfwer was, ‘* That he was well e- 
nough apprifed, that what he did on this 
occafion was a little irregular; but this let- 
tcr happening to fall into his hands, he ex- 
peed that I would not make much diffi- 
culty of communicating the contents to 
‘him ; and that I might determine on the 
alternative he had worefed.”. Thereupon 
I delivered him the letter, fealed as’ it was, 
and defired him to refled ferioufly on the 
confequence fuch an unwarrantable curio. 
lity tnight - produce ; and, in the mean 
time,.I fhould fee to what lengths he would: 
carry his authority over my letters, “After 
which, I left him, and retired to my quar- 
ters. : ; : 
The sth, two mandarins came to me, 
on his part, to fee “ If I would not refolve 
to comply with his will in regard to the 
faid letter ?” I charged them to tell him, 
on my part, “ That I always found myfelf 
ready to do him all imaginable fervice 
* whick 
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which’ he could in honour expeét ; but 
what he defired on this occafion was fo un- 
reafonable,’ that ¥ could not but coifider it 
as an affront which he had an intention 
wantonly to give me, and that he might 
depend on being obliged, at a proper time, 
to give me fatisfaction.” 

The 6th, the two'tranflators above men= 
tioned were commanded to Czchan-zchum-~ 
nienne, by order of § minifter, which 
made me think they’ ‘procecded as far 
as to oper my letter j 3 but I was foon con- 
xinced of the ‘contrary 3 4 for 





The 7th, a mandarin, accompanied by a 
clerk, came to bring me the faid letter, 
which had not the leaft mark of having 
been opened. He, at the fame time, made 
me a compliment from the allegamba, fay- 
ing, “ That he defired I would conceive 
no ijl opinion of him, upon what had pafled 
between us on the fubjedt of this letter; in 
as much as he affured me there was nothing 
ferious on his fide in this adventure ; and 
that he only tock the liberty of having a 


Vierla 
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little pleatantry with me; not altogether 
Without flattering hitnfelf, that I might, not 
be averfe to comply with his defire on this 
Gccafion, But now, being convinced that 
I was firmly relolved: again this fort of 
complaifance, to any perfon _whatfoever, 
he would no longer delay fending me the 
letter in gucttion ; and, at the fame time, 
to aflure me of his friendthip.” A fle ha-~ 


ving received 4 ter, I let him know, 
in anfwer, ‘FE Ptiad myfeif in. the 


beginning, looked ‘on this affair as a jen; 
but, finding he Puthed it too far, | had been 
obliged to regard it in anothey light ; fee~ 
ing I had never looked etal 
fuch a manner to be jefting.. Neverthelefs, 
that, after the politive affurances that the 
alleyamba gave me, that there was nothing 
ferious on his Part of this affair, | ough: to 
confider it in the fame light ; defiring him, 
in time to. come, to make ufe of other per- 
fons, not of me, for his diverfion,” 

After which, having Opened the letter, 


I found indeed that it was from the {aid 
Vor. Ih, 3B Turfor, ~ 
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Turfoff, dated Urga, 2oth of April 1722, 
And, as the mandarin and clerk, who 
brought the letter, were ftill in my cham- 
ber, when I began to read it, I made my 
interpreter tranflate it to them by word of 
mouth, in the Mongall language, to the 
end that they might communicate the con- 
tents to the allegamba, and know of him 
if he would grant me a conference on the 
fubje&t of this affairgygs would rather re- 
ceive from me 2 me. thereupon. 

The 8th, the fame mandarin came to my 
houfe, and upon my deliring to know if 
He had acquitted himfelf of the commiffion 
1 gave him the day before, to the allegam- 
ba, he anfwered in the affirmative, and 
that he was ordered to bring me his an~ 
fwer, which was, “ That the Bogdoi-Chan 
would hear nothing for the future talked of 
any commerce of the Ruffes, in his empire, 
until all the diflurbances on the frontiers 
were entirely adjufted ; and as, for this rea~ 
fon, there might continue a long {pace of 
‘ume before any caravan might come again 

10 
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to Pekin, the Bogdoi-Chan found it proper 
that the agent fhould return with the pres 
fent caravan ¢ and when the-commerce be- 
tween the two empires fhould come to be: 
renewed, he fhould likewife be permitted 
tq return to Pekin.” Whereupon I. made 
anfwer to the allegamba, “ That the orders | 
I received from the Czar, weres-as he him- 
felf well knew, to remain at Pekin till he 
fhould recal mey .as I was in no cone 
dition to pet tas of the Bogdoi- 
Chan, I was obliged to have patience, and 
to refolve to do what I had no power 
to avoid doing ; neverthelefs, that this was 
no anfwer to what I defired to know from 
him, and that 1 waited for. jt with impa- 
tience, as I did for a clear explanation upon 
this precipitate manner of breaking off all 
commerce and correfpondence between the 
two empires, with waiting for a refolution 
upon the affairs of the frontiers, and with- 
out any declaration of war, or other pre- 
vious mark of hoftility on either fide.” 
But the mandarin declined to charge him- 
felf 
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felf with fuch a meflage, he not thinking it 
proper for him to repeat fuch terms ag it 
was couched in to the allegamba, faying, I 
. mult either feek an opportunity to tell him 
myfelf, or demand a.conference, for that 
purpofe, by my interpreter. 

The fame day, in the afternoon, I fent 
my interpreter to the coungil; to acquaint 
the allegamba, by means of the mandarins 
he might find there,. that b had, the fame 
day, received the od ‘of the Bogdoi- 
Chan for my return to Rufja; but I had 
received no anfwer on his part, upon the 
affair which was the fubject 1 wanted to 
confer with him upon ; for which. reafon, 
if he could not {pare time to {peak with me 
himfelf, he would at Jeaft Ict me know 
whether he would receive a memorial, on 
that fubjedt, from me or not. 

‘The gth, another mandarin came to me, 
and acquainted me, that the allegamba had 
been informed of the fubjea, concerning 
which I had fent my interpreter to the 
council the day before ; ‘and, as he had not 


a 
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a moment.to {pare to confer perfonally with 
me, he had fent this fame mandarin to me, 
to whom I might explain myfelf on what I 
had to fay to him, as the allegamba had 
given him orders to make him a faithful re-. 
port of every thing which I fhould charge 
him with. Upon which | told him, that I 
" withed he would inform the allegamba that 
‘I prayed him to give me, under his hand, a 
precife anfwer to the points following, viz. 

1. “If the Boffoi-Chan was difpoted, 
before my departure, to receive and to an- 
{wer the credentials which I was charged 
with from his Czarith Majefty ? 

Il, {f any fuitable fatisfaction was to be 
expected for the injuries done to his: Cza- 
rifh Majefly’s fubjeéts by the Tuth-du- 
Chan, or at leaft by his orders ? 

Vif, What was the reafon that they 
would not grant a free paflage to the let- 
ters, addrefled to the council and to me, 
which remained on the frontiers ? ; 

IV. In cafe the Bogdoi-Chan fhould per- 
fift in the refolution of fending me home, 

what 
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what T fhould fay to the Czar, my mafter, 
regarding the perpetual peace between the 
two empires ? : 

V. Suppofing that, contrary to expeta~ 
tion, my departure might be deferred, I 
defired to know, if, in conformity to the 
treaties of peace, the Bogdoi-Chan would 
grant me poft-horfes for my journey, or | 
_ whether I muft find them myfelf ?” 

The roth, there came to me a mandarin, 
from the allegamba, to inform me, “ That 
there was no -likelihgod that the Bogdoi- 
Chan would alter his refolution with regard 
to my departure ; that no perfon. had the 
boldnefs to fpcak again to his Majefty, af- 
ter he had once explained himfelf fo pofi- 
tively: on this affair. But that the alle- 
gamba, in his turn, wifhed to be informed 
why I demanded fo precifely to know the 
motives of my being fent away ; and why 
Tinfifted fo ftrenuouily to have a clear ex- 
planation of the intentions of the Bogdoi- 
Ghan towards the Czar; that he did not 
kaow whether I durft make fuch demands, 


In 
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in cafe the Bogdoi-Chan thould be pleated 
to {peak perfonally to me, Without my be= 
” ing afraid that he would make complaints 
of it to the Czar my mafter.” Upon which 
I returned him as follows, viz. “ That it 
was abfolutely neceflary for me to be fully 
informed of what T'défired to know ; thar, 
‘without this being cleared up, I could not | 
‘well refolve to depart, feeing it appeared ¢. 
vidently, that, fince the departure of Mr 
De Ifmayloff, the court had intirely changed 
its difpofition regarding the prefervation of 
the good underftanding between the two 
empites ; that the allegamba himfelf could 
not be ignorant how many o@his Czarith 
. Majefty’s fubjeQs had; immediately after 
the conclufion of the'laft treaty of peace, 
deferted, and come to fettle on the lands 
in the dominions of the Bogdoi-Chan, 
without the Czar’s having fhown any res 
fentment to this time, notwithftanding the 
fame was dire€tly contrary to the fenfe of 
the treaty ; that the Czar, on this occafion, 
far from forbidding the fubjedts of China 
entrance 
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entrance into his dominions, had: always 
Permitted them, without interruption, to 
enjoy, in his dominions, an entite liberty, 
as well in regard to trade aa all other affhirs 
which could concern them, not even ex- 
ceptipg fome of thofe very deferters, who, 
having affairs to tranfaét at fome places in 
the Czar’s dominions, had been no lefs wel- 
come than the others, fubje@s of the Bog- 
doi-Chan ; but now, that 700 of the fub- 
je&s of China had paffed the frontiers, and 
would eftablifh themfelves on the lands be- 
‘longing to Ruffia, that would forthwith 
forbid all commerce, not receive any more 
letters, and Py fine, at one ftroke, break off 
all communication between the two empires ; 
and that without even waiting the anfwer 
of the governour-general of Siberia to the 
letter wrote to him on the fubjeé; which was 
the only certain means of knowing whether 
his Czarith Majefty intended to retain thefe 
people, or to make them return, That, to 
conclude, I prayed the allegamba to confi- 
der, if it was not much more eafy to ac~, 
comimodate 


mm, Mr DE LANGE, 3B 


cotimodate this affair by treating of it-with 
nidre mildnef, than-ta pith it-with an 
haughtinels not to be born with *.” 
Whereupon the mandarin told me, he 
could not pofitively undertake for his da- 
ting to fay all this to the allegamba; but 
that, if a proper occafion offered, hie would 
not fail of doing it faithfully. He told 
me further, on the part of that minifter, 
that the mandarjns, whe had-been fent latt 


* Tcis certain, that the judgment of the hate I'm. 
peror, either from jealouly, or the artitices of fome fi 
chet enemies, was fo altered, with regard to the Ruflia 
trade, a little before his death, that there was no other 
way of adjufting it but the having recourie ta arms; 
which was fully refolved on, on the part of Ruffia, 
when the news of the death of this monarch arrived 
there, which fufpended the execution of this defign, 
ull they thould fee clearly into the defigns of his fuc- 
cefior, But the death of Peter the Great entirely broke 
thefe meafures; fo that the affairs between Roffia and 
China are Nill, at this time, on the fame terms they 
were on the departure of Mr De Lange from Pekin‘; 
and, fince the laft caravan that left Pekin with him; 
no caravan hath been fent from Siberia to Pekin, 
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year by command of the Bogdoi-Chan, to 
pafa the frontiers af Ruflia, were returned, 
they not being permitted to proceed on 
their journey, before the governour-general 
of Siberia was made acquainted with it; 
that the allegamba might expe to wait 
iong enough for an anfwer, as well upon, 
this affair as upon all other affairs which 
regarded the intereft of the two empires, fo 
long as they did not allow of a frée paflage 
to the letters written concerning them to 
the court. I received no more in anfwer, 
then, ; ; e . a 
In the mean time; Thad made a demand 
fome time ago of the council for a free 





pailige for the caravan by the old road of 
Kerlinde, (which the former caravans had. 
feen ufed to take}, to fave them the in- 
couveniencies attending the route by the 
delerts, where the people and the cattle 
had much to endure for want of water; 
and, for this purpofe, I fent my interpre- 
ter, with a clerk of the caravan, -on the 
14th, to the council, to know if the Bog- 

; dei- 
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doi-Chan had given his confent or nox, 
But they told him for anfwer, “ That they 
expecled to havé been freed from their 
importuning the council about their hee 
garly commerce, after they had been told 
fo often, that the council would not em~ 
harrafs themfelves any more about affairs 
that were only beneficial to the Ruffes, and 
that of courfe they had only to return by 
the way they came.” ore 
The fame day, I fent to the houfe of the 
firlt minifter,- to know if I could have the 
honour of fecing him. But he excufed 
himfelf, faying, that, being far advance:l 
in yeata, he wanted to be at eafe, ' 
Neverthelefg I did not réfrain going my- 

felf the next day, which was the 15th, to 
his houfe ; and the guard at the pate fuf- 
fering me to pafs without interruption, I 
entered dire@ly into the court-yard, and 
acquainted him with my being there, by. 
one of his fervants, defiring he would af- 
ford me a quarter of an hour’s audience : 
Bat he fent me word, “ That he was not 


kt. 
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at Icifure to fee me, and that, as the affairs 
about which [ would fpeak to him very 
probably only regarded the council of fo~ 
reign affairs, - he -defired 1 would addrefs 
myfelf to them.” [. thereupon let him 
know, by the fame domeftic, * That 1 was 
come to {peak with him, .as the firft mini- 
fter of the Bogdoi-Chan ; and if I had not 
had a very prefling oceafion of applying te 
him, he might be fure I would have been 
very averfe to have come to give hin 
trouble ; but that ag it concerned us equal- 
ly, both him and myfelf, that I fhould have 
the honour of feeingr’ ‘him, therefore I was 
determined not to leave his houfe without 
{peaking with him.” Upon this fo precife 
a declaration, the fame domeftic returned, 
a few moments after, and ihowed me lato 
a grand faloon, well enough furnifhed af- 
ter the Chincte manner, where the mafler 
of the houfhold ef chis. minifter came to 
prefent me tea and milk, ull his matter 
fhould come. Alter T bad waited about a 
guarter of an hour in this apartment, the 

allegada 
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allegada at length came, and defired my 
_ excufe, with a number of cémpliments, at- 
ter the Chinefe manner, that he‘ was not 
always able to fee me when I might re~’ 
quire it, becaufe his great age, and multi 
plicity of affairs with which he was chars 
ged,.did not permit him, Whereupon, we 
being both feated, J told-him; ““That- df 
the affair which I had to reprefent ta him, 
regarded Lonly ‘my own perfon, | fhould aor 
have ventured to. cincom made. iim: Ua. 
they regarded our common mattera, and 
the prefervation of a good underflanding 
between the two empires ; or, to fay all in 
two Words). peage-or war. between the tae, 
nations, £ thought: it mp.ditpatg rteakglie-. 
‘ fore my departure, by every way, pollible, 
an opportunity of explaining mylelf there. 





upon with him ; that‘he knew. that the 
tree paflage of the caravans of Siberia was 
made, in fome degree, an effential point in 

all the treatics between the two empires ;. 
that he knew, moreover, that Mr De if 
_ ay loff had declared, more than once, that 
J his 
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hie Czarifh Majefty could never allow that 
they fhould any more cavil on that article; - 
. that he further knew, that the free trade 
of the fubjects of Ruffia, at Urga, was po- 
fitively ftipulated by the late ‘treaty, in 
_ which they could not make the leaft alte- 
ration, without a manifeft violation of the 
~ faid treaty; that he knew in fine: thar it 
was with the agreement of the Bogdoi- 
Chan, and by virtue of a refolution of the 
council, in writing, that I remained at Pe- 
kin, after the departure of Mr De I{may- 
Joff, in quality of agent, impowered by the 
Court of Ruffia, till fuch time as his Cza- 
rith Majefty fhould be pleafed to recal me. 
Notwithftanding which, not regarding fuch 
folemn - engagements, they had, in regard 
to this laft caravan, treated us fo ill, that, 
if they had been at open war with Ruffia, 
they could not have done worfe ; that they 
had kept thut up, during many months, the 
‘commiffary of the caravan, with all his 
people, juft as if they had been flaves ; 
that there was ho kind of infult to which 

they 


1722, Mr DE LANGE, 39% 


they did not expofe thofe who had a defire 
_ to come and trade with our people. And 
yet more, they had caufed the Rufs fub-~ 
Jects to be fhamefully driven out of Urga, 
who had come to trade there on the faith 
of public treaties, ‘And, as to what re- 
gards myfelf, they had made me fuffer 
more affronts, on al! Occafions that offered, 
than can be imagined ; in the end, not yet 
fatisfied with all thofe fteps, the prefident 
of the council had made it be declared to, 
me pofitively, that there fhould not abfo- 
lutely, for the future, any caravan be ad- 
mitted before the affair of the frontiers 
thould be regulated to. the fatisfacion of , 
the Bogdoi-Chan ; and, at the fame time, 
cauled it to be fignified to me, that I mutt 
prepare to depart with the caravan, becaufe 
his Majefty would not fuffer me to remain 
“any longer at his court, in the uncertainty a 
that affaire ftood in between the two em- 
Pires, That, if this order regarded me on- 
Jy a8 a private perfon, there would be no- 
thing in it which did not depend entirely 
on 
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on the pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan ; but 
having been once admitted by him to re- | 
fide at his court, in quality of agent of his 
Czarifh Majefty, it was a maxim, practifed 
by all the civilized nations in the world, 
not to fend away, in a manner fo indecent, 
a perfon vefled with a public character, un- 
lefs entirely to break off all good under- 
{landing with his mafter, That, if they de- 
fired very ardently, as they afferted on al 
occafions, the reftitution of the deferters 
queftion, and an amicable convention j 










regard to the frontiers, he would per 
me'to tell him, that it appeared to me th 
took quite the wrong way to obtain them } 
and that the fending me away, fo far from \ 
facilitating thofe affairs, was moft certainly 
the greateft obflacle they could think of. 
That 1 thought it my duty to remonftrate 
the foregeing matters at this time that they 
might fill be remedied ; becaute, after my 
departure, I did not well fee how it would 
be poflible to get out of this embarraflment 
by amicable means.” The minifter there- 


upon 
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upon anfwered me, “ That it being already 
. folong atime fince the Ruffes had given them 
the expectation of regulating the affairs of 
the frontiere, conform to the treaties con- 
cluded between the two empires, without 
’ their taking the leaf thought “oF: bringing 
things to a clofe, his Majefty had come to » 
a refolution not to admit any caravan bes 
fore he fhould be fully fatisfied, on the 
part of Rufha, of their adherence to trea- 
ties; and as thereby my refidence at his. 
court became quite umneceffary, his Ma- 
jefly faw nothing that fhould oblige him 
to keep ine longer in his empire. That, 
in regard to what paffed at Urga, the Tuth- 
du-Chan had good reafons fof removing 
our people from his refidence, who had 
committed great infolencies, noways con- 
form to treaties. That, as to what regar- 
ded the ill ufage which ‘I pretended the , 
caravan had foffered, he did not well know 
of what 1 fpoke; but, as to their being 
kept that up a longer time than ordinary, 
it was our own. fault, who would have 
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_made innovations in the trade of the cara- 
vans, In fine, in one word, that his. Ma- , 
jefty was tired of receiving the law,.in his 
own ‘couatey,.. From foreigners, of whom 

* pig fubje@g-reaped no-profit sand that,-.if 

the eourt of Ruffia delayed longer. doing 

“fii juftice, he fhould be obliged to doit 
hhimfelf, by fuch- ways as he fhould find. 

’ moft convenient.” Upon-which I replied, 

‘That 1 was much furprifed to find the 
Bogdgi-Chan. in a difpofition fo little fa-. 
vourable towards his Czarith Majefty, after 
he had the goodnefs to teftify himfelf, on 
more than one.occafion, to. Mr De Ifmay- 
loff, that he defired nothing more than al- 
ways ta live in a good. underftanding with 
the Czar, my mafter ; and that I could not 
conceive what caufed his change of, fenti-, 
ments fo fuddenly, with regard to his Cza- 
tifh Majefly, That if the court of China 
had reftitutions to demand from us, we 
had the like to exped from them; and 
that, in any thape, there was no reafon 
that could in juftice oblige us to reftore 
. ; their 
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their deferters, fo long -as they retained 
ours. That if the indulgence of the Czar, 
my maiter, in the affair of Albazin’*, had 
ratied rath hopes in any perfons, who are 
ill informed of the forces of Rulfa, and of 
the monarch who rcizns over them, [ was 
perfuaded, that, a monarch fo enlightened, 
as was the Bogdoi-Chan, would not futfer 
himtclf to be blinded by fuch delutive ap- 
pearauces ; and that he knew full well 
how to dillinguith an indulgence, arifing 
from inagnanimicy and efteem, for a prince, 
his friend and allay, from a forced compli- 
ance, grounded on weaknefs and indolence. 
That as I had, in:my inftrudtions, orders to 
apply my utmoft endeavours: for the pre- 
fervation of the good underftanding be- 
tween the two empires, [ thought I might 

tell 


* Albazin was a little town of about 500 or foe 





“houfes, which the Rofies had built in a very fertile 
country; upon the fouth fide of the river Amoor, near 
the mouth of the river Albazin. But at the end of the 
year 1715, the Eaftern Mongalls, fupported by the 
Chinefe, befieged it, and having carried it after a fiege 
€ two years, rafed it to the ground. 
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tell him, that [ was exceedingly furpriicd 
at the proceedings of the Chinefe miniitry 
on this occafion ; that he could not be ig- 
norant that it depended only on his Cza- 
rith Majefty to finifh the war with Swe- 
den, in the moft honoyzable manner ; and 
that perhaps this peace was adtually made 
at the time | was fpcaking to him ; ‘after 
which,. § faw nothing. that could previ: : 
the Czar, my mafler, from turning, his 
arms te this fide, in cafe they exerciled his 
patience too much. That | gave him my 
word, that ‘all the great difficulties which 
perhaps might be imagined in China to at- 
tend fuch an cnterprife, would vanifh im- 
yediately, if ever his Czarifli Majefty 
fould refolve on tran{porting himfelf to 
the frontiers ; for-he was a prince that did 
not fuller himfelf to be hindered by diff. 
culties, and that they might then have fuf- 
” ficient caufe to repent their having defpifed 
the fliendfhip of a monarch who was not 
accuftomed to receive offences with impu~ 


nity, and who was infericr to ne monarch 
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in the world, neither in grandeur nor 


‘ power.” This difcourfe was not at all to 


the allegada’s tafte ; therefore, after fome 
itience, he demanded: of me, “If I wag 
authorifed to talk to him in the manner [| 
did? and if I was not apprehenfive of be- 
ing difavowed by the court. of Roffia, in 
cafe they fhould make complaint upon the 
menaces I ufed to them?” J] thereupon 
replied to him, That, in the ftate. to 
which I faw affairs were brought, I thought 
it neceflary not to difguite any thing to 
him, to the end that the Bogdoi-Chan, 
faithfully informed by him, of all he had 
to confider forvand ‘againft-. this affair, 
might thereby ‘be thé. batter enabled to de- 
termine with himfelf thereupon, ina man- 





tuitable to his great wildom and jutt 





tcc, That neverthelets it was wrong to 
take what I had faid on this occafion for 
inenaces, feeing they were only mere re- 
flections, which I was defirous he thould 
make on the unhappy confequences which, 


the difdainful condud they fhowed, in re- 


PALE, | 
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gard to us, might in time produce; and 
that I was fo little apprehenfive of being 
difavowed by the court of Ruffa, that I 
was ready to give him in writing every 
word I had faid to him, and that it would 
be the greareft fervice he could render me 
to fpeak out of hand concerning it to the 
Bogdoi-Chan, the more as I was well af- 
fured, that if they would give the leaft at- 
tention to the irregular manner in which 
they had adted in this affair, with a friend- 
ly and allied power, they would not fail of 
comprehending that my intentions were 
fincere, and only had for its ain the pre- 
fervation of the harmony between the two 
empires.” The anfwer of the minifter to 
this was, “ That it being his. Majefty’s 
cuftom never to make any refolution, with- 
out fir well weighing all circumflances, 
he never changed his meafures for any. rea- 
fon whatloever ; and, after what he had 
declared politively, in regard to the cara- 
van and my perfon, he had no inclination 
to propofe to him a change of fentiment 

in 
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in this regard. That we had nothing to-do 
. but to make a beginning in complying 
with our engagements ; after which they 
would fee what they had to do as to the 
reft.” Upon which I concluded, by telling 
him, “ That the cafe being fo, I faw 
Plainly, that it was in vain, on our fide, 
to ufe more endeavours for preferving the 
good underftanding between the two em- 
pies, as long: as they would contribute 
nothing towards it on their fide ; that, 
therefore, the game mutt go on, feeing the 
dice was thrown already, That, however, 
Thad at leaft the fatisfadion’ of having 
done my duty in. advertifing him, ag firtt 
minifter of the Bogdoi-Chan, of sthe ‘un. 
happy confequences which would enfue 
from all this 3 and that was the fole reafon 
which made me think it abfolutely nece{- . 
fary for me to give him the trouble of this 
vilit.” After which, I tofe Up, and took ' 
leave of him, On parting, he Te-conduct- 
ed me to the entrance of the faloon, where 
he ftaid till 1 Was mounted on horfeback, 
: The 
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The fame day I was likewife to take 
leave of the poyamba, or great marfhal of 
the court ; and, after having returned him 
thanks, which were truly due to him, for 
all the goodnefs which he had fhowed to 
me ever fince [ had the honour of being, 
_ known to him. I profited myfelf of the’ 
prefent opportunity to reprefent fuccindly 
to him the fame things. whieh I had repre- 
fented to the alegada, He thereupon affu- 
red me, “ That he was forry to fee that 

the fuccefs of my negotiations did not an- . 
iwer my wifhes.. That it was true that the 
Bogdoi-Chan was very much piqued that 
he faw there was no end made to the af- 
fair of the deferters ; and that he had cer- 

tain advice that our court had no defire to , 
fatify him on this article, and that we only 
fought to: protra& time: That it was on 
_thefe confiderations that he had been pre- 
vailed on by the miniftry to order my re- 
turn, That, for his part, he was aftonith- 
ed to fee that our court could hefitate a 
moment to facrifice fome hundreds of fa- 
: miljes, 


i722, Mr DE LANGE, Gor 


cA 


milies, who were in the utmott poverty, 
to the folid advantages which we might 
‘ promife ourfelves. from the friendthip 
which the Bogdoi-Chan had conceived for 
the perfon of the Czar my mafter ; and he 
made ao manner of doubr, but that, if the — 
Czar had been well informed of the juftice ° 
of the pretenfions of the court of China, 
and the hitle importance of that affair, he 
would inftantly have given orders for re- 
ftoring the families reclaimed.” I would 
have had him confider the diftance of the 
places, and that it was in a manner impo{- 
fible that an anfwer could have arrived 
from St Peterfburgh on this affair, fince the 
departure of Mr De Ifmayloff. But, he 
flopped my mouth by telling me, “ That 
he could notday precifely what the diftance 
was, but he knew very well that, on other 
gccafions, our couriers had made the jour- 
ney in much lefs time. That he advifed 
me to do my beft in this affair when I 
fhould arrive on the frontiers » and that he 
could affure me, that, when the Bogdoi- 

Vor. I 3£ Chan 
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Chan was made eafy on this poit, he- 
would explain himfelf very reafonably on 

all the reft of what we fhould with to have 

done; that, however, as to-mylelf, I had 

‘eaufe to be well fatisfjed with the fenti- 

ments the court entertained of me, and that 

his Majefly had himfelf- declared, that, in 

cafe affairs fhould come to be accommoda- 

ted, stwsawould not’ be forry to fee me re- 
“ttirn to Pekin.” 

Fhe 16th, | went to pay my ccurt to the 
Bogdoi-Chan, upon his departure from Pe- 
kin to pafs the fummer at Jegcholl, but had 

not the honour of. Speaking t to him at this 
time ; his Majefty letting me know, by the 
mafter of the ceremonies, * That he re- 
commended the fame thing to me which 
he had charged Mr De: Umayloff with, to 

tell his Czarith Majelty*. That, for the . 
reft, 


* When Mr De Ifmayloff had his audience of leave 

of the late Emperor of China, this monarch declared ex- . 
prefily that he would permit Mr De Lange to remain 
at Pekin in quality of agent of the court of Ruflia, ex- 
, peding 
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reft, he wifhed me @ good jonrney; and 
expected that: [. woukd:-not’-fail. ta write 
from the frontiers, in cafe I thould there 
be informed of-any news from Europe.” 
A: little ‘before. I received the meflage 
from’ his Majefty;:T had'an interview swith 
the allegamba, who, after an infinite deal 
of careffing and flattery, begged of me to 
labour, as much as poflible, to forward the 





returning their delerters 5 at the fame time 
adding, ** That the Bogdoi-Chan had great 
reliance ou me in regard to this affair; in 
expedtation that, according to all appearan- 
ces, 1 would not be backward to return foon 
to China, either on the fubjeét inqueftion, 

: Bee jade og 


peding that Mr De WmaylofF would, on his return, 
prevail with his Czar: Majey to fend back the de- 
ferted families in queftion ; but, in cafe that thonld-not 
be effected infantly, he would not only fend away the 

faid agent, but would receive no more caravans, till 

he fliould be entirely fatisfied on this article. Bot Mr 

De Ifmayloff, on his arrival at Mofco, found the 

court fo bufily employed about the expedition to Per-. 
fia, that he found no opportunity of getting a fiual re- 

foiution on this affair. 
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or on the fubje@ of commerce.” I aflured 
him thereupon, ‘“* That his Czarifh Maje- 
fly, having fubje’s in abundance, had at 
no time the leaft temptation to.keep the 
vaflals of neighbouring powers unjuftly.” 
And | promiled, at the fame time, to. write 
to him, if, at my arrival on the frontiers, I 
fhould learn that any refolution was taken 
on this affair. Afterwards I demanded of 
him, “ For what reafon they refufed con- 
veyauce of the letters which were on the 
frontiers?” At the fame tine, I led him 
to imagine fome appearance that. thofe let- 
ters bore fomething relating to their affair, 
Whereupon he anfwered me, ‘* That, if it 
was poffible to believe it to be fo, he wauld 
not make the leaft difficulty of inflantly or- 


dering the letters to be brought hither ; but. 


that, if they contained orders for the ren- 
dering back their deferters, they would not 
have failed to communicate the fame to the 
mandarin, who kept himfelf at Sclinginfky 
purely on that affair.” 

At length, not feeing any appearance of 
cing able to prolong my ftay at Pekin till 


yt en 
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the recal of his Czarifh Majefty, I prefled 
* the commiflary ‘to! neglect nothing that 
might facilitate “his departure as foon as 
poflible;‘ atid’ peta he Sefpstened be- 
forehand,” “4 
Of the 2sth,‘a part ‘of his baggage ‘bor 
Krafnagora, which is a place, a day’s jour-_ 
ney without the great wall, appointed for 





the rendezvous of all the caravan. On 
this occafion, they did not give a guard of | 

Chinefe foldiers to the caravan, as had. 
been formerly praétifed ; but they had Ore 
dered all the towns where’they thould ftop _ 
to give them guards ; 3 befides which, there. , 
was a bonfka or’ cpttrier’ of” the council: of 
the affairs of the Mongalls” otdered tO ate . 
tend the baggage, who was not to leave 
them without a new order, 


June, 


The 6th, a a mandarin, named Tulithin, . 
let me know that, having received orders 
from the Bogdoi-Chan to accompany ‘me 
to Selinginfky, and to furnith provifions 

and 
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and poft-horfes on the road, he would be 
glad: to be informed when I thought I © 
fhould be ready to depart, that he might 
take -his meafures accordingly, and def- 
patch, in good time, the couriers neceflary 
for the. deferts, to make the, requifite difpo- 
fitions for my paffage. +. .- 

_ The,:8thig- the. commitfary - went, to the 
council, to demand a guard for the cara- 
van ; but they granted none ; acquainting 
him, at the fame time, that the Mandarin 
Tulithin was alfo charged with the care of 
the caravan ; and -that,-as he would be o- 
bliged frequently to leave the route of the 
caravan, for providing victuals and horfes 
which I fhould have occafion for on my 
journey, he was to have with him.a clerk 
and two couriers under bis command, who 
were not to leave the caravan before they 
fhould fafely arrive at Selinginfky. 

The fame day, 36 carriages were de- 
fpatched, laden with merchandife, for the 
place of rendezvous without any other 

efcort 
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efcort than fome of our ride people, 2 anda 
courier of the cougeile’? st - 

The 16th, the esi ‘invited me:to 
come to him: at the palace ‘of the Bogdoi« 
Chan 3 -and;"when I arrived, he prefented 
me with two: pieces of damafk'on ‘the part 
of the Chan ; 3 telling me, “ That his Ma= 
jefty .having received prefents from me on 
the entrance of the new year, he was plea- 
fed, in his turn, to make me a prefent of 
thefe two pieces of damafk.” "I received 
this prefent with all due refpec ; afluring 
this minifter that I fhould eternally cherith 
the remembrance of all the gracious fa- 
vours which the Bogdoi-Chan had deigned 
to honour me with during my refidence fa 
his empire ; and that, in whatever place I 
fhould be in time to come, I would never 
fail of making it a fubje@ of particular glo- 
ry to me, 


July. 

The 4th, the allegamba fent a mandarin 
to me, to fhow mea letter, which he had 
‘very 
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very lately received from the mandarin 
who refided at Selinginfky, in which he 
made heavy. complaints of the chicane- 
ries that he was forced to bear with, du-~ 
ring. his refidence in that place, as well 
from the officers of his Czarith Majefty, as 
the other inhabitants of that city; adding, 
“ That every body demanded of him per- 
petually the reafon why he tarried there fo 
long, and if he did not intend foon to re- 
turn home? That thereupon, having de- 
manded of them, if they had come to any 
refolution on the affair. which was the 
caufe of his being there, they had anfwered 
him, that they had no other orders but to 
conduét him back, with all civility, when 
he fhould think proper to return.” He re- 
lated, befides, in this letter, ‘* That the al- 
lowance they gave him, for the fubfiflence 
of himfelf and retinue was fo very fcanty, 
that, if he had not had of his own money 
wherewithal to fupply himfelf, he fhould 
have been reduced to great extremities. 
They had, befides, prefled him very hard 


on 
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on the fubject of the letters, for the 
council and for me; that were arrived on 
the frontiers ; and they would, by force, 
know of him the reafon why he refufed to 
receive the letters, and to forward them to 
Pekin ; but that he had always anfwered 
them, that, his fole errand to Selinginfky 
being on the affair of the deferters, he 
could not charge himfelf, either .with let- 
ters, or any other affair whatfoever.” After 
the mandarin had explained to me the con- 
tents of this letter, he told me, that the al- 
Jogamba demanded to know of me, “ Whe. 
ther it was poffible thar all this could be 
done by order of his Czarith Majefty ?” I 
let him know, in antwer, ‘ That, if he had 
formed ideas of the perfon of the Czar my 
mafler, by thofe paflages, he would do well 
entirely to efface them 3 for that, as his 
Czarith Majefty was more magnanimous 
than to treat, in the manner there laid 
down, even prifoners of war in his domi- 
nions, he would certainly not begin fo bad 
a practice with the fubje&s of an empire 
Vor, II, 3 F wm 
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in amity with him, who came into his 
country.” J added, that, notwithftanding 
I had reafon to complain of things of more 
confequence than this mandarin, | was ne- 
verthelefs fo far from approving the want 
of complaifance ufed.towards him, that, if 
the allegamba thought fit to give me a copy 
of that Ietter, | was ready to take charge 
of it, and to make it my bufinefs that the 
Czar my matter fhould be acquainted with 
it. But, with regard to the orders which 
this mandarin hinted he was charged with, 
not tg receive any letters, though even for 
the council itfelf, before he fhould receive 
the deferters in queftion, I could not help 
obferving that fuch a procedure befpoke 
‘much coolne{s on their fide. 

The 8th, the allegamba fent to me, in 
the evening, a mandarin, who told me, af- 
ter making me a compliment from him, 
that he would be the next day at the coun- 
cil; and that, if [ had time to come there 
likewile, he would explain the reafons 
which determined the court to refolve on 

my 
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my return; and that he would give me the 
fame in writing. Wpon which I told him, 

"I thould come there with great pleafure, 
that [ might be informed of them. 

The gth, having notice that the alle- 
gamba was already arrived at the ‘council, 
T forthwith mounted on horfeback to ga 
there alfo. He came in perfon to receive 
me at the door, and défired me to place 
myfelf at a little table with him. After 
which he gave me to underfland, “ That 
it were to be withed that my refidence at 
that court might continue longer, as the 
Bogdoi-Chan himfelf, and all the miniftry 
in general, were fo well fatisfied ‘with the 
condué I had obferved during my refi~ 
dence, that they had nothing to fay againft 
my perfon ; that they had remarked, with 
much fatisfadtion, that, by the good order 
Thad kept, the prefent caravan had begun 
and: finithed its commerce, without produ~ 
cing the leaft difpute between the merchants 
of the two nations *, Jt had alfo formerly © 


been 
* The Chinefe ufually bought, from the caravan, 


goods 
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been too ufual to fee the fervants and peo- 
ple of the caravan do numberlefs infolencies 
in the ftreets, and commit all forts of ex- 
ceffes; but that, for this time, they could 
not without furprife obferve that nothing 
of this fort had appeared ; but that every 
thing paffed with all defirable decency *.” 
After 


goods on credit, for which, at the time when duc, they 
could not pay ; which oceafioned very frequent difputes 
between the two nations. ‘T'o remedy this, the court 
of Pekin had been accuftomed to put into the hands of 
the commiffary, at his departure,. all thofe who could 
not pay what they were indebted to the caravan, in 
erder that he might compel them to pay as they belt 
could. In which cafes, the commiffaries had frequently 
committed great abufes, and treated the poor Chinefe, 
whom they had in their enftody, in the moft barbarous 
inanners; which very much difguited the pecple cf 
Pekin, and rendered them very averfe to trading with 
the Ruffian caravans. 

* The excetles committed by thof: of the caravan, 
had been but too frcquent till this time; and the com- 
maiflaries, in place af redrefling thofe diforders, had 
been very often themfelves the authors of them, with- 
out giving themfelves the trouble of making the leat 
fatisfaction for them to the Chinefe, notwithRanding 

the 
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After I had paid this compliment by a- 
. hother, I cold him, “ That it was with in 
tention of maintaining the like good order 
that his Czarith Majefly fent me to China; 
and that it would be owing to themfelves, 
if things, for the future, thould not be care 
tied on in the fame order, and ‘if any o- 
ther petty incidents did not come to an ace 
commodation with the like eafe.”? After 
which, I prayed him to let me know the 
true fource of the diforders which happen~ 
ed at Urga, between the fubjeéts of the 
Czar, my matter, and the Mongalls ; and 
“ wherefore they obliged the Ruflia-mer- 
chants to leave that place before they had. 
finifhed their trade.” He anfwered me 
thereupon, “ That it was done by orders 
of the Tuth-du-Chan and his council, as 
, fupreme 


the great ‘complaints to the Ruffian minilters thereupon 
ga many occafions. In all appearance, what contribu- 
ted principally to the Sood order obferved by the Rufs- 
fervants of this caravan, was their not getting brandy 
at free cot, as they did when the Chinefe furnithed 
the fubfiftence for the caravan, 
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fapreme judges in their country.” Up- 
on which I demanded of him, ‘* Whe- 
ther the Tufh-du-Chan was a fovereign 
prince of the Mongalls, or a fubject of the 
Emperor of China?” He replied, “‘ Thar, 
in truth, the Chan was a vaflal of the Bog- 
doi-Chan’s; but that did not hinder his be- 
ing mafter in his own country *.” JT then 
prayed him to tell me, “ Whether the 
Tufh-du-Chan was obliged to conform 
himfelf to the engagement ftipulated by 
treaty between the two empires, to the end, 
that { might know if we ought to addrefs 

: ; the 


*“ Though the Chan of the Weftern Mongalls is 
tributary to the Chinefe, they have neverthelefs a great 
regard for him at the court of China; the more as he 
is a very powerful Prince; and that, in cafe of a revolt 
in China, it is from him that the prefent Imperial Houfe 
is to expeé&t the greateft affiftance ; his fubjeds being 
beyond comparifon much better foldiers than the Mon- 
gall Chinefe ; infomuch, that if they fhould be difobliged, 
and fhould join themfelves to the Kalmucks, or to the 
Rofles, nothing could prevent his entrance ‘into China 
when he pleafed, and probably bring about another re- 
volution. 
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the court at Pekin, on the fubje& of fatis. 
_ fadion‘we had to demand on that affair ? 
or were to take it of the Tuth-du-Chan? 
a8 it was not to. be expected that affair 
would be let pafs without an exact inquiry, 
That, for my part, I thought the beft means 
of terminating that affair amicably, was, 
that they fhould order the. mandarin, who 
was to accompany me on the journey, to 
go with me to Urga, in our way to Selin- 
ginfky ; to the end, that, after having full 
information of this affair, I might be able 
to fend a circumftantial account of it to our 
miniftry.” ‘But he anfwered me thereupon 
in thefe terms; “ With Us no judge, who 
hath given a jutt fentence, can be made re 
{ponfible for his judgment, was he no more 
than a mere clerk, Your peoplé who were 
“at Urga have affronted the lamas, as well 
by words as deeds 3 and they have, more= 
over, attempted to carry off fome Mongall 
families from thofe quarters. It is for this 
reafon that the Tufh-du-Chan was in the 
right to remove them from his territories,” 


I 
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I anfwered him thereupon, ‘‘ That this 
judge ought moft certainly to render ac- . 
count of his judgment, becaufe he had 
judged people who were no manner of way 
under his jurifdi€tion. But he would have 
acted with juftice if, after having fent the 
culpable to Selinginfky, he had profecuted 
for fatisfa€tion at that place. Whereas, 
now that he hath punifhed the innocent e- 
qually with the guilty, and hath infringed 
the treaty of peace in fo effential an article, 
his judgment cannot be regarded but as a 
manifeft a€t of violence.” The allegamba, 
finding me infift fo ftrenuoufly for an in- 
quiry into this affair, fmiling, told me, 
* Mr agent, you do well to make fo much 
work about this affair; but | do not know 
how to explain myfelf more precifely upon 
it at prefent ; all that I can fay to you is, 
that all of it will be eafily accommodated 
when we fhall receive a fatisfaCtory anfwer 
upon the affair of our deferters,” After 
which he prefented me with a writing, 
which he faid had been drawn up by order 
of 
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of the Bogdoi-Chan, to ferve for my in- 
formation tegarding the reafons of my be-= 
ing fent away. Upon which we again en= 
tered into difpute together; but as thete gen - 
ilemen, on thefe oceafions, hold theustelyes 
ftriGly tied down toa lingle word, whethce 
effential to the affair they are upon or not, 
it was impoilible for me to draw from him 
any other antwer, than that they had noe 
defigned to grant my Yomatine ar Pelein 
fonger than the time’of the prefent. cara~ 
van; and that, whea the affair of the fron 
tiers fhould be accommodated, they would 
not be wanting to pive a definitive refolo=: 
tion, us well upon this article, as upon the 
other propolitions which Mr De Hinaylot 
had made to the court. He afterwards pre. 
fented to me a letter, faying it was written 
by order of the Logdoi-Chan, to Prince 
Cherkafky, gevernour. general of Siberia * ; 
Vou. I. 3G bur, 
* The Prince Cherkaihy, Sovernour- general of sj. 
beria, was recalled by the cout of Rufia, in the yenr 
3722, upon his own fullicitations ; and they afterwards 
feat thicher a perfon in quality of vic govermou, why 


Teinaing there fli. 


could: ‘give. this ‘ 
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but, I having refufed to receive the faid let- 
ter, it difpleafed him a little, and made him 
fay, ‘ That it was hardly civil im me to 
refufe a fetter, which the Emperor, his 
mafter, had ordered to be written, and to 
be put into my hands.” 1 anfwered there- 
upon, “ That I would not chufe to do what 
I did on this occafion, if the’ letters: which* 
the {aid Prince Cherkafky, in quality of 
governour-gencral of Siberia, had written to 
the council, were not, likewife written by 
she order of the Czar, my mafter, That he 
phe mandarin, who 
was to aceornpary” mit ‘Selingintky, with 
orders to receive the letters for the court 






which were lying there; and that being 
done, f thould not then make the leat dif- 
ficulty to receive the faid. letter.” “He de= 
clared’ to: me’ afterwards, that it was the 
pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan that I thould 
take Jegcholl i in my way, to. have my au- 
dience of leave of his Majefty. And again 
refuming the article ofe the letter from the 
court for ae. Prince Cherkafky, he told me, 

** That 
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«. That what I had done on this pacdiian 
, Was not altogether fo right ; feeing it was 
not allowed to any perfon, whens in China, 

to oppofe themfelves to the will .of the 
Emperor.” Upon which I anfwered him, 

“* That I was perfuaded his Majefty would 
put a different conftru@ion on this affair, 

from what he did.” But that I withed, i in 
my turn, to know from him, Upon what 
he grounded his fufpicions, when he refu- 
fed us,. the lat {pring, the paflage tothe 
deferts for fome of our people, whom we 
would have fent with money to provide 
‘fubfiftence for our horfes ; and thar, ander 
the pretext, that by fuch expeditions fecret 
correfpondence might be carried on, which 
might produce mifunderftandings between 
the two empires.” Thercupon he faid, 

“That in reality he had no fuch fafpicions; 
but that he would willingly prevent. “the 
diforders which micht have happened - on 
the journey of thete people 5~ fecing, that 
if they had been robbed, or affaflinated on, 
the road, we would not have failed to de- 


mati 
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mand fatisfaGion from the court.” "There: 
upon [ put him in mind, “ That he was 
now brought to explain himfelf; that it 
was not to hinder fecret correfpondence 
that he refufed us pailage, afd that he 
might very wel] have fpared himfelf thac. 
ufelefs precaution, as to what regarded us, 
which had caufed an expence of fome thou- 
fands-of laen, for not being able to put our 
horfes into ftables, to which purpofe the 
moncy we wanfed to fend to the deferts 
, was appropriated ; and had occafioned the 
death df a great many hiorfes; and even 
thofe that furvived were in “fuch a mi-’ 
forable condition, that they were by, no 
means capable of tarving in the waggons ; 
which obliged cur commiflary to tranfport 
the greatef part of his baggage to Selin- 
ginfky by carriages hired at Pekin, which 
could not-be done but at a very confidera- 
ble charge.” This anfwer made him a lit- 
ue thoughtful; but at length he replied to 
me, “ That he did not fay fo; but, be it 
in er not, we muft now part good friends ; 


ta 
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to which end he prayed me to have no ill- 
will towards him upon account of the li- 
berty he had taken to trifle and to jeft with 
me on the fubjeé of the letter from Tur- 
foff ; that*he could affure me he had no ill 
intention on that occafion ; and hoped that 
I would be fatisfied with . this explanation, 
and not think otherwife of that affair, in 
time to come, than as a piece of innocent 
raillery.” To which I anfwered him, 
“* That, as to what regarded myfelf in par- 
ticular, he might depend that I fhould ab- 
folutely think no more of it; 3 but, for the 
reft, 1 could not do in it according to my 
own pleafure.” Whereupon he afked me, 
if, at my return to Rpflia, I thould be 0-, 
bliged to.give a relation in writing to our 
miniftry, of every thing that paffed during 
my refidence in China, in regard to my 
negociations ; and having anfwercd him 
yes, he faid to. me, that, in this cafe, T 
would do well not to infert a number, of 
trifling things, which could anfwer no good 
end, but might embroil matters more ; for 

: that 
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that it was much better that a good under- 
ftanding between the two empires fhould 
continue, than that differences between 
them fhould be widened. _ I replied there- 
upon, that, not having been fent to the 
court of Pekin as an inftrument for creating 
mifunderftandings, I would make it my 
bufinefs, in my relation, not to'touch upon 
any things but fuch as was neceflary for 
our court to be informed of. Aftcr which 
we both rofe up, and having mutually em- 
-braced, we took leave of each other, reci- 

procally withing to meet foon again. . 
‘The 1ath, the commiffary having Icft 
Pekin, with all the reft of the caravan, I 
hikewile deparied for Jegcholl, where I ar- 
‘rived on the 15th; and having forthwith 
made known my arrival to the chamberlain 
of the Chan, he let me know he would 
inftantly inform his Majefty ; and, till he 
thould receive his orders for appointing the 
day, of my audience, the intendant of his 
Majefty’s kitchen would take care that my 
table 
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table thould be furnithed with every thing 
I might have occafion for, 

The 17th, I had my audience of leave 
of the Bogdoi-Chan, with the ceremonies 
ufual at this courr. 

The s8th, I left Jegcholl, and met the 
caravan the 24th; which being. ftill within 
the Great Wall, I paffed it, the a6th, with 
the caravan, which I left, on the 28th, near 
Krafna-gora in the deferts, And, on the 
26th of Auguft 1722, I arrived at Selin- 
gintky, after having refided near feventeen 
months at the court of China. 
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PON my return with the embafly | 

from Pekin, as path been formerly 
mentioned, I found his Imperial Majefty, 
all the court, the general officers, and the 
nobility and gentry, from all the empire, 
affembled at Mofco ; and great preparations 
making, at that city, for the celebration of 
the feftivals, appointed to be folemnized 
there, on account of the peace, concluded 
at Aland in 1721, between Ruffia and Swe- 
den, 
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den, after a war which had lafted more 
than twenty years. 

Thefe feftivals were accompanied with 
mafquerades, grand fire-works, balls, af- 
femblies, &c. the detail of which, though 
it would fwell this work to too large a 
bulk, yet F think it will not be unaccept- 
able to the reader, briefly to relate one part 
“of it, I mean the magnificent fhows exhi- 
bited on this occafion ; which I am indu- 
ced to by the confideration, which at that 
time ftruck me, of Peter the Great his ha- 
ving always in view, even in, his amnfe~ 
ments, and times of diverfion, all poffible 
means of influencing his people to a liking 
of whatcver tended to promote the good 
of his empire. 

The Ruffians, in general, had a ftrong 
averfion to fhipping and maritime affairs. 
in order to apprife them of the great ad- 
vantages arifing from a marine force, in his 
trinmphant entry into Mofco, he repre- 
fented to his people that the peace, the re- 
joicings for which were now celebrating, 

was 
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was. obtained by means of his naval 
. flrength, 

The triumphant entry was made from a 
village, about feven miles from Motco, cal- 
led Sefwediky, 

The firft-of the cavalcade was a galley, 
finely carved-and gilt, in which the rowers 
plied their oats as on the water,’ The gal. | 
Jey was commanded by the high admiral 
of Ruflia. Then came a frigate, of 16 
final] brafs guns, with three mafts, com- 
pletely rigged, manned with twelve or 

fourteen youths, habited like Dutch tkip-: 
pers, in black velvet, who trimmed the 

fails, and performed all the manoeuvres as 

of a thip at fea Then came moft richly 

decorated barges, wherein fat the Emprefs 

, and the ladies of the court. There were 
“ullo pilot- boats, heaving the lead, and a- 
‘bove thirty other vellels, Pinnaces, wher- 
‘ries, &e. cach filled with mafqueraders in 
ithe dreffes of different nations, It was in 
the month of February, at which time all 

the gtound was covered with fnow, and all 

the 


430 A JOURNEY 172% 


the rivers frozen. All thefe machines were 
placed on fledges, and were drawn by hor- 
ies through all the principal ftreets of 
Mofco. ~The fhip required above forty 
horfes to draw it. In order to its paffing 
under the gates, the top-mafts were 
ftruck, and, when paled,: fet up. again} 
befides which, the gate-way was. dug as 
low as was neceflary for admitting it.to 
pafs. 

Thefe feftivals being ended, his Imperial 
Majefty prepared to undertake an expedi~ 
tion into Perfia, at the’ earneft-requelt of 
Shach’ Huffein, the Sophy of Perfia, in or- 
der to affift that prince againft the Aff- 
ghans, his rebellious fubjeéts, who, under 
the conduct, firft, of Myrvais, afterwards, 
of Myr Mahmut, had not only feized up- 
on the city and ftrong fortrefs Chandahar, 
but alfo had poffeffed themfelves of feveral 
provinces on the frontiers towards India, 
making frequent incurfions towards the 
capital of Ifpahan. As I had formerly 
been at the court of Perfia, I was engaged 

by 
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by my friend Doétor Blumentroft, his Ma- 
- jefty’s chief phyfician, to accompany him 
in that expedition. 

Accordingly, about the beginning of 
May 1722, all things neceflary being in 
readinefs, the troops embarked at Motco, 
on board of half gallies, built for that pur- 
pofe, and fell down the river to Kolumna ; 
near which town the Mofco river falls. inte 
the Oka, about ninety verfls from the city 
of Mofco. Kolumna was the place of 
rendezvous, and where the troops waited 
till the arrival of his Imperial Majefty and 
the Emprefs, his confort, who accompanied 
him in this expedition. ; é 

May 13th, their Majefties, and all thofe 
of the court who were appointed to attend 
them in this expedition, fet out from Mof- 
co by land, and arrived the next day at 
Kolumna, 

The 15th, his Majefty employed him- 
felf in reviewing the troops, in infpecting 
the condition of the fleet, and in giving 
the neceflary orders. The fleet confifted 
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of about three hundred fail of veflels, of all 
forts, on board of which were about fif- 
teen thoufand regular troops, including 
half the guards. 

The 16th, in the evening, his Majefty 
and the Emprefs, attended by a few ladies, 
went on board a magnificent galley, of for- 
ty oars, with all proper accommodations, 
built on purpofe for the voyage. 

The 17th, at break of day, the fignal 
was given, by firing three great guns from 
his Majefty’s galley, for the fleet to get un- 
der fail," The galley led the way, and all 
the reft of the fleet followed in a Jine. His 
Majefty’s galley carried the ftandard of 
Ruffia, the other veffels their enfigns dif- 
played, with drums beating, and mufic 
playing, which altogether made an appear- 
ance, perhaps not to be equalled in any 0- : 
ther country. In about an hour’s time we + 
came into the river Oka, where the veffels 
had more room to fpread. 

Waving, in my former journey to Per- 

fia, 
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fia, mentioned the feveral places from hence 


—, to Aftrachan, I need not repeat them here. 


I have formerly noted, that, at this fea- 
fon of the year, the rivers of thefe ‘parts 
may, in fome meature, be compared to the 
Nile ; for,, from the melting of the fnow, 
they overflow all the flat grounds ‘adja~ 
cent to a very great diftance. _ 1. 

The 21ft, fome of our people Seine ac 
fhore, to take leave of their friends, did 
not return on board till, late i in the, eve- 
ning, which caufed our being at fome dif 
tance behind the fleet; upon which we 
ufed our belt efforts to regain our ftation : 
But, in the night, our-pilot falling afleep, 
the bark drove out of, the channel of the’ 
liver into a wood. I, being in the cabin, 
heard a great noife upon deck,,not unu- 
"ful on fuch occafions : At laft.I perceived 
the veflel to ftrike againft fomething, when, 
coming upon deck, | was nota little far- 
priled to fee the people climbing up trees ; 
for the bark was jambed in between two 
birch-trees of very large fize, All our en- 

Vox, IF. al deavours 
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deavours could neither move her back- 
wards nor forwards, until we got’ people 
from a neighbouring village, by whofe af- 
fiftance we got her warped off with little 
damage ; which being repaired, »we pro- 
ceeded again on our voyage. 

The 25th, we came up with the fleet at 
the town Nifhna-Novogorod, where their 
Majefties and all the court were moft fump- 
tuoufly entertained at the houfe of Daron 
Strogonoff, We ftaid here fome days to 
take in provifions and other neceflaries.. 

The goth, being his’ Majefty’s birth-day, 
the fame was folemnized, in the ufual 
manner, by firing guns, &c. 

The 31ft, his Majefty failed in his galley 
for Cazan, efcorted by.fome of the fmall 
gallies, leaving the reft of the fleet under 
the command: of the Lord High Admiral 
Apraxin. 

June sth, we left Nithna-Novogorod, 
and, in fine calm weather, proceeded dewn 
the Volga. , , 

The 
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The 8th, we arrived at the city of Ca- 
van; the Emperor had left that place the 
preceding day. 

The gth, we again proceeded on our 
voyage. . 

The 2oth, we arrived at the town ‘of Sa-: 
ratoff, Nothing very materia] ‘occurred by 
the way, in which we were fometimes de- ' 
tained by flroug gales of foutherly winds, 
and by calms, during which we were in- 
commoded by infinite numbers of mutkito-~ 
flies. 

At this place we came up with the km- 
peror, who had appointed an interview 
with the Ayuka-Chan, King of the Kal- 
mucks. The Chan, for. that purpofe,:had 
his tents pitched on the eaft banks of she 
Volga, not far from the river, 

Next day, his Majefly invited the Ayu- 
ka-Chan and his Queen to dinner on board 
the galley; which, for the accommoda- 
tion of the royal guefts in getting on board, 
was brought as near the fhore as pofible, 

and 
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~ and a gallery made from the fhore to the 
galley, for them to walk on. 

The Ayuka-Chan came on horfeback, 
attended by two of the princes his fons, 
and efcorted by a troop of about fifty of 
his officers and great men, all exceedingly 
well mounted. About twenty yards from 
the fhore, the King alighted from his horfe, 
and was received by a privy-counfellor aid 
an officer of the guards, -When the Em- 
peror faw him advancing, he went on 
fhore, faluted him, and taking him by the 
hand, conducted him on board the galley, 
where he introduced him to the Emprels, 
who was feated ou the quarter-deck, under 
a very rich awning, : 

Soon after the Ayuka-Chan was got on 
board the galley, the Queen arrived on the ; 
shore, ina covered .wheel-machine, at- 
tended by one of the princeffes, her daugh- 
ter, and two ladics, who were alfo efcorted 
hy a troop ot horfemen. When the was a- 
lighted, the Emperor went on fhore to re~ 


* eclye 
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ceive her, and, conducting her on board, iu- 
' troduced her to the imprefs. 

The Ayuka-Chan is an old man, about 
feventy years of age, yet is hearty and | 
chearful. He is a prince of great wifdom, - 
and. prudent condu@; is much refpected 
by ‘all his neighbours for his fincerity and 
plaia dealing, And I recolleét that; when 
{was at Pekin, the Emperor of China made 
very honourable mention of him, By his 
long experience, he is'very well acquainted 
with the ftate of affairs in the eaft. 

The Queen was about fifty years ald, of 
a decent and chearful deportment. The 
ladies, her attendants, were ‘young. - The 
princefs, in particular, hath a fine com- 
plexton ; her hair a jet black, which was 
difpofed in trefles round her thoulders 3 and 

* the was, in the eyes of the Kalmucks, a 
complete beauty, They were all richly 
dreffed in long robes of Perfian brocade, 
with little round caps, on the upper part 
of their heads, bordéred with fable-fur, ac- 


cording to the fafhion of the country, 
ca et 
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The Emperor intimated to the Ayuka- 
Chan, that he would be defirous of ten 
thoufand of his troops to accompany him 
into Perliae The King of the Kalmucks 
replied, that ten thoufand were at the Em- 
peror’s fervice, but that he thought one 
half of that number would be more than 
fuflicient to anfwer all his purpofes ; and 
immediately gave orders for five thoufand 
to march direétly, and join the Emperor at 
Terky, 

Both the Emperor and Emprefs were 
highly. pleafed with~ their. guefts, ‘and, in 
the evening, difmiffed them, with fuitable 
prefents. The Fmprefs gave the Queen a 
gold repeating-watch, fet with diamonds, 
which feemed very much to take her fan 
cy, befides fome pieces of brocade, and o- 
ther filke of value. 

It is well worth remarking, that this 
treaty between two mighty monarchs wae 
begun, carried on, and concluded, in lefs 
fpace of time than is ufually ‘employed, by 

«the 
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the plenipotentiaries of our weftern Euro- 
pean monarchs, in taking a dinner. 

The 22d, we left Saratoff, and failed down 
the river Volga, with a fair wind. 

The 23d, in the evening, we came to the 
town of Kamofhinka, where we remained 
till the next. morning... GI 

The 28th, -we'came to. the town of Zas 
ritzina ; and the 30th, to another town 
called Tzorno-yarr, 

July 4th, we arrived at the city of “Af. 
trachan, Little remarkable occurred du- 
ring the voyage. We were fometimes de~ 

tained by contrary winds; and, for the 
moft part of the.way, were much i incom= 
moded by mutkitoes, which plagued-'us 
much in the day-time, and interrupted our 
reft during the night. 

The sth, the weather being exceffive 
hot, the Iimperor quitted his houfe in the 
city,-and went to lodge in one of the adja~ 
cent vineyards, 

‘The 6th, the dragoons, whom we found 
encamped on the weft bank of the Volga, 


to 
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to the number of five thoufand, were or- 
dered to march directly to Terky, there to 
wait the Emperor’s arrival. 

The 8th, the Lord High Admiral Apra- 
xin artived with the fleet and troops on 
board.. The next day the troops encamp- 
ed on one of the iflands in the neighbours 
hood. ; 

During our: flay at Aftrachan, nothing 
of moment occurred. 

The 16th, all the neceflary preparations 
being completed, the troops re-imbarked, 
and lay on board that night. 

The 17th, the Emperor, Emprefs, and 
all the court, went on board ; -and, the 
wind being fair, failed down the‘ river ; 
drums beating, and mufic playing. The 
fleet was in feveral divifions, under their 
refpective chiefs ; and, being joined by a- 
number of large tranfports, and other vel= 
fels, made a very grand appearance, fuch as 
had never been feen before in this part of 
the world, nor frequently in any other. 

Ths 
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The 18th, the wind being contrary, we 
made but flow progrefs. In the evening it 
fell calm ; all the fhoals being covered — 
with high reeds, contributed to incrvafe the 
innumerable quantity of mufkitoes with 
which we were intollerably peftered, 

The 1gth, we got out of the river Vol# 
ga into the Cafpian Sea, . The wind being 
contrary, the heavy tran{ports were warped 
out as far.as poilible, to get out of the reach 
of thofe troublefome infe@s, At night we 
came to an anchor, in eight feer water, 
near a flat ifland called Taleny-Lapata, 

The 2oth, we continued warping out the 
whole day. At night, we came to an an= 
chor, near the four fandy- hillocks called 
‘Tzatecrey-Buggory, ; 

The arft, at break of day, the Admiral 
~ made fignal for failing ; the feet got under 
fail, and put out to fea, with a fair wind, 

The Imperor, accompanied with the 
half-gallics, on board which were the 
troops, fteered to the welt, clofe under the 
fhore. But I being on board one ot the 


Vou, I, 3K large 
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large fhips, we kept the fea, and fteered a 
dire ‘courfe for Terky. It is to be ob- 
ferved that the Emperor and the gallies 
took their courfe to avoid being liable to 
be furprifed with a gale of wind at fea, 
which might have been attended -with bad 
confequences, : 

The 22d; we came into hicwue. four 
fathome‘deep, out of fight of land, and alfo 
of the gallies. 

The 23d, we had calms, and ealy bree-, 
zes at north-welt. i 

The 24th, in the evening, we cameta 
an anchor’ in the road of Terky. 

‘The 25th, the Emperor, and all the gal- 
lies arrived fafe. : 

“The 26th, the Emperor went athore ; 7 
and, haying vifited the town and fortifica- 
tions, returned on beard in. the ev ening, 

The town of Terky i is a frontier ftrongly 
fittated by nature, being encompaffed by a 
deep marihy ground, having only one en- 

‘tratice to it, on the land-fide, which. is well 
defended by batteries. It.takes its name - 


from 
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from a fmall rivulet running by it, called 
Terk, It is governed by -a commandant, 
and hath a garrifon of about one thoufand 
men, “of regular troops and coffacks, and is 
at all times well ftored with ammunition 
and provifions. - This place is of fingular 
ufe for keeping the Tzercaffian mountain- 
cers in order, who are well known to be 
an unruly, and reftlefs people. I fhall here~ 
after have occafion to {peak more of this 
nation. . 
The fame ae the ae fent an offi- 
cer to the Aldiggerey, commonly called 
Shaffkal, to notify his arrival in thefe parts. 
The Shaffkal is a prince.of confiderable 
authority among the mountaineer, and a 
friend to the Ruffians, 

The 27th, the fleet weighed anchor, and 
failed, fouth by eaft,. to the bay of Agra- 
chan, fo called from a river of that name. 
In the evening, we anchored in the bay, as 
near the fhore as we judged convenient, 

The 28th, the Imperial ftandard.was fet 
up on the thore ; all the troops‘landed and 

encamped. . 


444 A JOURNEY 1722. 


encamped, The fame day, a coffack arri- 
ved in the camp with defpatches from Ge- 
neral Veteranie, who commanded a body 
of dragoons, giving an account that; in his 
march, he.was.attacked by a ftrong party 
of mountaineers, near the town called. An- 
drea ; that, after a fmart difpute, in which 
fevcral of each fide had been killed,. and 
fome wounded, he at laf difperfed them, 
and took poffeffion of the town. Thefe 
people having previoully fent all their fa- 
‘milies' and effeis to fome diftance in the 
mountains, it. feems this rath attempt of 
thefe,. mountaineers was _ premeditated ; 
for the General demanded nothing but a 
freé paflage through the country, and en- 
‘gaged to leave them unmolefted. .The place 
itfelf is of no defence, though ‘they had 
barricadoed the ftreets and avenues leading — 
toit. ‘The poor people felt to their coft 
the effects of attacking regular troops, ‘of 
which they tmd never feen any before. 
However, this was a certain proof of the 


boldnefs of thefe people. Several of them. 
were 
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were brought prifoners to the camp ; they 
were ftrong able-bodied men, fit for any 
fervice, 

The Emperor, before he left Aftrachan, 
had fent manifeftos to all the petty princes 
and chiefs of Daggeftan, declaring, that 
he did not come to invade or make war a= 
gainft them ; that he only defired a free 
paflage through their territories, and would 
pay ready money for what Provifions, or 
other neceffaries, they might furnith, and 
that to the full value 3 to which fome of 
them agreed, others of them did not. Such 
is often the cafe with free independent 
ftates, a are thofe of the. Daggeftan, 

The 2gth and 3oth were {pent in land« 
ing the provifions, artillery, &c, after 
which the whole army and baggage were 

. tranfported, on boats and rafts, to the caft 
bank of the river Agrachan. This proved 
a work of labour, there being no woods at 
hand to make a bridge, nor water enough, 
at the mouth of the river, to admit our 

half- 
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half-gallics, which were defigned for, the 
bridge. ; 

The army being tranfported over, and 
encamped an the other fide of the river, 
the Emperor made a plan, and ordered a 
fall fortrefs to be raifed ; hc named it A~ 
grachan, from the river on which it was 
built. This place was intended to keep 
fach ftores:as we could not conveniently 
carry along with us, and as a place of re- 
treat, in cafe of unforefeen accidents. 

Auguft 2d, the chief named Aldiggery 
came to pay his refpetts to the Emperor, 
who gave him-a gracious reception, as he did 
to feveral other chiefs, of lefs note, who 
came ina friendly manner, The Aldigge- 

_ rey was accompanied by a {mall troop of 
his principal officers ; moft of them were 
handfome young fellows, very well mount+ 
ed. After this chief had ftaid fome hours, 
and déttled mattere relating to the march, 
he took his leave. 

In the mean time, the foldiers‘were em- 
ployed in raifing the works of the fortrefs ; 


and 
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and ten thoufand coflacks arrived from the 
river Don, all horfemen, under command 
of Krafnotzokin and other chicfs ; and alfo 
the five thoufand Kalmucks, fent by the 
Ayuka-Chan, according to agreement, as 
formerly meationsd,., They were all wel! 
mounted, and had many {pare horfes, 
which were of great ule. They *all en- 
camped in the plain towards the moun- 
tains. . 

The troops being now all affembled, we 
only waited for the carriages which the 

' Aldiggerey had engaged to furnith for the 

artillery and baggage. 

During this interval, our great leader, 
the Emperor, was not ‘idle, but. daily on 
horfeb ack, reviewing the army, which was 


now increafed to more than thirty thoufand — 
~ combatants, including the Coffacks and 
Kalmucks ; a number fuificient to haye 
conquered ail Perfia, had it been intended. 
Refides the army which were then affem- 
_ bled, the Aldiggercy made a tender to the 
Emperor of a confiderable body of his 
: troops, 
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troops, which the Emperor declined the 
acceptance of, 

At length, about three hundred waggons 
arrived at. the camp, drawn by two oxen 
each ; but their harneffing not being fuch 
as we were ufed to, we were not a little 
embarraffed in fetting them a-going. 

About the middle of Auguft,’ the army 
was put in motion, and :narched, in feveral 
columns, from Agrachan ; leaving there a 
force fufficient to complete the works, and 
garrifon the place, In the evening, we 
encamped at a brook of-brackith and mud- 
dy water... This day our road lay about e- 
qual diftance between the fea and the 
Tzercaffian mountains, commonly called 
. Daggeftan. 

Next morning we decamped, marched 
along the valley towards the mountains,’ 
and, at night, came to another brook of 
bad water, where was a little wood of 
oaks, and plenty of grafs, among which I 
obferved great quantities of a certain herb, 
called Roman-woormwood,: ‘which the 

hungry. 
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hungry horfes devoured very greedily, 
Next day, we found above five hundred of 
our horfes dead in the wood and adjacent 
fields. In our prefent circumflances, this 
was no {mall difafter, The caufe was afcri~- 
bed to their eating the wormwood, which, 
perhaps, might be the cafe. We avoided, 
for the future, as much as poflible, the en- 
camping where large quantities of this plant 
grew, Sik aS se oe 
¥et the. dead horfes, «having been jn 
good cafe, were not entirely Joft, as our 
Kalmucks feafted on them for feveral days. F 
It is to be obferved, that thefe people pre- 
fer horfe-fleth to. beef. 3 and, in all their 
expeditions, their baggageuig veryecom=— 
pendious, carrying no other provifions 
than fuch a number of fpare horfes as they 
“think they may want. 1 was often divert= 
ed in feeing' thefe hardy people, round. a 
fire, broiling and eating their horfe-ftakes, 
without either bread or falt. es 
The lofs of fo many horfes detained us 
fome hours later than ufual 3 but, as both 
Vou, II. 3L-: the 
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the water and grafs were bad, we decamp- 
ed, and, at night, came to a fpacious plain 
oppofite to the town of Tarku, where the 
Aldiggerey refides. Here we found freth 
water, and good pafturage. 

This place is pleafantly fituated in a hol- 
jow between two high hills, rifing, like an 
ampitheatre, to within a {mall diftance of 
the top ; having a full view of the Cafpian 
Sca. The Prince’s houfe is the uppermoft, 
and overlooks the whole town, It confifts 

_of feveral apartments, with a fpacious hall, 
after the Perfian manner, having a terrace 
‘and {mall garden adjoining. |. 

Next morning, the Aldiggerey came and 
waited on their Majefties, and inv ited them 
to dinner, which was accepted of, : 

Towards noon, the Princefs, fpoufe to 
the ‘Aldiggerey, came and paid her refpedts 
to the Emprefs, and gave her Majefty a 
formal invitation. This lady came in the 
equipage of the country, that is, in a co- 
vered waggon, drawn by a yoke of oxen, 
with a few footmen to attend her, and 

, efcorted 
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efcorted by a {mall party of horfe. The 
lady, though fomething advanced in years, 
had fiill the remains of an handfome per- 
fon. She had along with her, in the wag- 
gon, a young lady, her daughter, who was 
fo pretty that the would have been deemed 
a beauty in any part of Europe. When 
they entered the Emprefs’s tent, hier Ma- 
jefty flood up to receive them ; they then 
took off their veils, and behaved with 
great decency. ‘They ‘wete ‘richly dreffed 
after the Perfian fathion, After they had 
drank a difh of coffee, they took leave, and 
returned to the town. 

Soon after their departure, the Emperor 
and Emprefg went'to the town ‘to dine. 
The Emperor went on horfeback, the Em-« 
prefs in her coach, attended by fome of the 
* court ladies, and efcorted by a battalion of 
‘the guards. The ftreet was fo narrow, and 
near the palace fo fteep, that the coach and 
fix horfes could not proceed quite to the 
palace, which, when her Majefty perceived, 
ihe alighted from the coach, and walked 

the 
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the reft of the way on foot. The Empe- 
ror was much pleafed with the romantic 
fituation of the place. In the evening they 
returned to the camp. 

Auguft 2ad, the army marched from 
Shaffkal, ‘The day being exceeding hot, 
no water to be found on the road, together 
with a continued cloud of duft, to that de- 
gree that we could fcarcely know one ano- 
ther, made this day’s march very difagree- 
able and fatiguing to all, more efpecially to 
the heavy armed troops and the cattle, 
Notwithftanding thele inconveniencics, the 
Emperor kept on horfeback the whole day, 
and took his fhare of whatever happened. 
At night, we came to fome wells of freth 
water, where the army encamped,; but 
there was hardly water.enough for the 
people to drink, which obliged us to fend 
the horfes and cattle to a brook at fome 
diftance, anda ftrong party of Coflacks to 
guard them, Ieft the enemy fhould attempt 


to-carry them off. 
The 
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The next day, we halted at the wells, 
The Emperor having received intelligence, . 
that a certain chieftain of the Motntain- 
eers, named Uffmey, was affembling fome 
troops in order to harrafs us in our march, 
which lay through fome hollow grounds ; - 
accordingly, towards noon, we Perceived a 
number of horfe and foot, on the tops of 
the neighbouring hills, about three Englith 
miles diftance from the camp ; after they 
had reconnoitred our difpofition for fome 
time, about one half of them, compofed of 
horle and foot, came down into the plain, 
with intent to drive off fome of our cattle, 
which brought on a fkirmith between our 
irregular troops and the mountaineers, 
wherein feveral were wounded, and fome 
were killed, on-each fide. Our People took 
“many of their foot, and of fuch as had been 
difmounted, prifoners. During the adion, 
our infantry kept clofe in the camp. The 
Emperor rode out to the field; he ordered 
the dragoons to march, and fupport the irs 
regulars : On their advancing, the enemy 

foon 
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foon difperfed themfelves, and fled to the 
hills, where a confiderable number had’ re- 
mained firm on the heights, The carrying 
off fome cattle is fuppofed to have been 
their principal ‘aim, as it would not have 
been lefs than downright madnefs in them 
to have expected to gain any advantage by 
attacking fuch an army of. veteran troops, 
well provided and well conducted. 

In the mean time, our dragoons and ir- 
regulars were in purfuit of the enemy, on 
the other fide of the firft ridge of hills, 
and quite out of fight. The Emperor, be- 
ing ‘appréhénfive of an ambufh, and of a 
large body of mountaineers being lodged 
on the other fide of the hills, about three 
o’clock afternoon, ordered the army to de- 
camp, and march towards the mountains, 
which was performed in fix columns. The 
Emperor had hourly intelligence of the 
proceedings of the dragoons and irregulars, 
who at length entirely difperfed the enemy, 
and had taken pofleffion of the town where 
the Prince Uflmey refided. However, it 

being 


1722 TO DERBENT, 455 


being then too late to return to our former 
F oat the army encamped that night on 4 

plain between the hills, on the banks of a 
ae tivulety where we had but indifferent 
quarters, as there was no more time than to 
fet up the Emperor's tent, and afew others, 

The next day, the ar my dgcamped, and - 
marched back to our former camp at the 
wells, leaving the dragoons and irregulars 
to manage the reft of the bufinefs, who 
made the Daggeftans, patticularly the Uif- 
mey and his people, pay dear for their rath 
attempt of endeavouring to interrupt the 
march of an army fo far fuperior to any 
force they . could, mutter, We ftaid here 
two days, waiting for the return of our 
dragoons and irregulars, 

The 27th, the troops being all re-affom~ 
dled, the Emperor decamped, and marched 
again to the fouth-eaftward, towards Der- 
bent, through a dry parched plain, At 
night, we came to a brook, near the foot 
of the hills, where we encamped, not ha- 
ying feen any enemy that day. 

The 
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The 28th, we marched again, and, paf- 
fing a defile, or hollow way, with fome 
difficulty and delay to the carriages, at night 
we came to wells of brackifh water, where 
we fet up our tents, at no great diftance 
from the hills, the fea being about a mile 
from us to the left hand. 

The 29th, being within a fhort march 

_ of the city of Derbent, the Emperor halt- 
ed to give the troops time to put themfelves 
in order for an entry into the town, as it is 
the frontier belonging to the Shach of Per- 
fia. 

Near our’ camp there are feveral pits 
flowing with that bituminous liquid called 
naphtha. The naphtha here is of a black- 
ith colour, very inflammable ; it is ufed by 
the Perfians to burn in their lamps, and not 
eafily extinguifhed by rain: But, as I have 
formerly fpoken of this kind of petroleum, 
I do not enlarge on that fubje& here. 

The 3oth, the army fet forwards, the 
Emperor being on horfeback at the head 
of his troops, which made a fine appear. 

ance, 
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ance. At the diftance of about three En- 

: glith miles from Derbent, the governour of 
that place, attended by his officers of dif 
tinGion, and the magiftrates of the town, 
came in a body to wait on the Emperor, 
and to prefent him’ with the golden’ keys 
of the town and of the citadel,. which they 
did on a cuthion covered with very rich 
Perfian brocade ; the governour and wall his 
attendants kneeling during this hort cere- 
mony, The Emperor received thefe gen- 
tlemen very Sracioufly, and gave them fig. 
nal marks of his favour. They accompa- 
nied him to the city, where, being arrived, 
the army halted fome time ; during which: 
guards were placed at the gates, and agar. 
rifon in the citadel, under the command of 
Colonel Yunger, with a fapply of cannon ° 
and ammunition, both which were want. 
ing in the place. 

The foregoing being completed, the Em. 
peror, at the head of his army, marched 
through the city, and encamped among the . 
vineyards, about an Englith mile to the 

“Vou. IL, 3M fet... 
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fouth-eaftward of the town, and about half’ 
a mile from the fea-fhore. ' 
Soon after, which the Emperor, accom- 
panied by all-the general officers, returned 
again to the city, and examined the con- 
dition of the fortifications. On this occa- 
fion the Perfian governony.made his Ma-~ 
jefly an offer of his houfe, and quarters for 
as many of the troops as the place could 
accommodate ; but, to avoid putting the 
inhabitants to any inconvenicncy, or per- 
haps for other reafons, the Emperor de- 
‘clined accepting the offer of lodging in the 
city, and, at night, returned to his camp, 
In this fituation we continued fome 
days, and were making the needful prepa- 
rations for advancing farther into the 
country, as foon as the tranfports with pro- 
vifions, ftores, &c. from Aftrachan, which 
were daily expected, fhould arrive. 
They did arrive in fafety ; but a moft 
unfortunate accident happened ; the night 
. following, after their arrival, a violent 
‘ftorm of wind, from the north-ealt, drove 
the 
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the greateft part of them afhore, where they 
were wrecked and dafhed to pieces; but, 
by good providence, not many lives were 
loft. 

This misfortune difconcerted his Ma- 
jefly’s meafures, and put a ftop to the fur- . 
ther progrefs of his arms for the prefent, 
having nothing before him but. a country 
exhaufted of all neceffuries ; and the feafon. 
of.the year beMg too far fpent to wait a 
freth fupply from Aftrachan, the Emperor 
determined to leave things in the fame ftatc 
‘they then were in, and to return again to 
Aftrachan, by the fame way we came, lea~ 
ving a-gartifon at Derbent fufficient to fe- 
cure the advantages he had gained, 

Before [ leave Derbent, I thall endeavour 
to give a fhort defcription of the place, Ir 
* is faid to have been firft built and fortified, 
according to the flyle of the fortifications 
of that age, by Alexander the Great; tho’ 
it is not eafy to afcertain that tradition, or 
the acra of its firft conftrution ; yet, by 

variety 
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varicty of circumflances, it appears to be 
very ancient. : 

The prefent citadel, walls, and gates, 
feem to be of European architeéture,. and 
no mean performance, 

The citadel ftands on the higheft ground 
of the city towards the land-fide. The 
walls of the city are built of, large blocks 
of fquare ftone; they reach into the fea, 
beyond which many huge rocks are tum- 
bled into the fea, to prevent any approach, 
or paflage, on that fide. The haven is now 
fo choaked up with fand, that there is 
hardly entry for a fmall boat. , 

Derbent may be called the key to the 
Perfian empire on this fide, and ferves to 
keep the mountaineers, and other neigh- 
bours on that fide in awe,. The, fituation 
is very pleafant, rifing gradually from the 
fea to the top of the hill, commanding a 
very extentive profpea, efpecially towards 
the fouth-eaft. About thirty miles due 
fouth ftands one of the higheft mountains 
in Perfia, called Shach-Dagh, which is al- 


ways 


1722, TO DERBENT. 46: 


ways covered with {fnow. To the eafte 
ward of the town are Many large vineyards, 
producing plenty of Stapes, of which they 
make a confiderable quantity of both white 
and red wine, of ftrength fufficient to pre- 
ferve it round the year, and longer if re- 
quired. The people of fubftance there keep‘: 
their wine in jars, buried under ground, 
by which method it will Keep good for 
years, 

They have alfo fruitful plains in the 
neighbourhood, and, at fome diftance, is a 
large foreft of walnut trees, oaks, &c. Ag 
this place is a frontier of great importance, 
the Sophy of Perfia always appoints a per= 
fon of diftin@ion for its governour, 

His Majefty having placed a fufficient 
garrifon in Der bent, which he left there 

‘under the command of Colonel Yunger, 
upon September the 18th the whole army 
marched back through the town, keeping 
the fame route by which we came. Little 
of moment occurred on our march, though 
we were almoft daily alarmed by {mall- 

parties 
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parties of the Daggeftans, who frequently 
made their appearance on the tops of the 
hills, but fled always at the approach of our 
coflacks) As we had feen ‘no rain.fince 
out landing on this coaft, our people fuf- 
fered not a little from the great heats, con- 
‘tinnal clouds of duft, and want of water. 

On the 29th of September, after a moft 
fatiguing march, their Majefties and all the 
army arrived in fafety at the fort of Agra- 
chan, and found the fleet in the bay where 
we left them. 

O&ober the 1ft, we began to fhip off the 
baggage, and what artillery, Sec. was not 
wanted at the fort of Agrachan ; in which 
place the Emperor lett a fufficient garrifon. 

1 fhall now endeavour to give the reader 
a fhort view of the country commonly cal- 
led Tzercaflia, or Daggeftan, by the inha- 
bitants of the country, from dagh, which 
fignifics a mountain in their language. The 
country fo called is ficuated between the 
Euxine, or Black Sea, and the Cafpian Sea : 
Thefe two feas confine it from N. W. to 


hh. 
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S.E, Southward it reaches to the pro- 
vince of Gurgiftan, commonly called Geor- 
gia. It Aretches northward into a part of 
the Stepp, or. defert, which lies between 
Afoph and Aftrachan, 

The country is divided into feveral tree 
independent principalities, ag . Kaberda, 
Shaffkal, Uifincy, and many others, under 
their refpeRive chieftains, who are at firft 
eledicd by the people; and though that of- 
fice is fometimes known to continue in the 
family of the perfon eleéted for feveral ge~ 
nerations, yet it hath frequently happened, 
that, cither through mal-adminiftration, or 
in confequence of wars among thofe dif- 
ferent fates, a chieftain with. his family 
have been depofed or banithed, and another 
appointed in his place. It hath alfo been 
known, that the Sophy of Pérfia hath pla- 
ced and difplaced fome of thofe Princes a- 
mong the Daggeftans who lie the moft 
contiguous to Perfia. Both the Sophy and 
the Ottoman Porte lay claim to the fove- 
reignty of Daggeftan; but of late years, 

thefe 


464 A JOURNEY 1722. 


thefe people, trufting to their own valour 
and the natural ftrength of the country, 
pay little regard to either of thefe mighty 
monarchs, who fometimes threaten. them, 
at other times court their friendthip, 

The whole extent of the country is hil- 
ly, with fome mountains of great heighth 7 
yet, Iam informed, they have fruitful val- 
lies, producing corn, vines, and fruits, na- 
tural to the climate. Befides a breed of 
excellent faddle-horfes, they have great 
ftore of cattle, particularly of theep, which 
produce the fineft wool I-have feen in any 
part. Whether the famous goldem fleece 
was the produce of thefe parts or not, [ 
fhall leave others to determine. 

The men are, for the moft.. part, well 
made and ftout;,many of them are em- 
ployed in the fervice of the Sophy, and 
frequently raifed-to high ftations. The 
Etmadowlett, or prime minifter, Aly-Begg, 
was a native of this country. As to their | 
women, they are efteemed to be the moft — 
beautiful of any in Afia, as well for fea~ 

tures 
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tures and complexion, asalfo for fine fhape ; 
on which account many of thefe poor girls 
are purchaied at high rates, or ftolcn a= 
way, for the ufe of the feraglios at Ifpa- 
han, Conftantinople, and other eaftern 
courts, 

The religion of the Daggeftans ig gene- 
rally Mahometan ; fome following the feét 
of Olman, others that of Haly. Some of 
thole people are Chriftians of the Eaftern 
or Greek church. Their language, for the 
moft part, is Turkith, or rather.a dialed of 
the Arabic, though many of them {peak 
alfo the Perfian language. ; 

One article I cannot omit concerning 
their laws of hofpitality, which is, if their 
greateft enemy comes under their roof for 
proteCion, the landlord, of what condition 

“foever, is obliged to keep him fafe from all 
manner of harm or violence, during his a- 
bode with him, and even to condué& him 
fafely through his territories to a place of 
curity. With which I conclude what I 


have to fay of the Daggeftans, 
Vor, IL 3N On 


< 
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On the sth of Odober, his Majefty and 
the Emprefs went on board their galley, 
the Heet being ready, and all the troops 
embarked, 

Before I quit Agrachan, I am defirous of 
bringing the reader, in fome meafure, ac- 
quainted with the charactérgof the magna- 
nimous commander of this expedition, du- 
ring which I had daily frequent opportuni- 
ties of fecing that great man Peter the 
Firft; and, during the whole time, was in 
company, and converfed with thofe people 
who had attended his perfon for very many 
years ; fevera] of whom pofleffed, in fome 
degree, his favour, and were well regarded 
by him, Therctore, I hope, what 1] am a- 
bout to offer, concerning this: great mo- 
narch, will not be unacéeptable to the can- 
did reader, whofe taking in good part what 
Picsl fay, T have fome right to expeé ; 
ter { fhail fay ucthing of fa@, but what is 
irue, nor any thing of opinion, but what 
is fincere, 

Several 


1722. TO DERBENT, 467 


Several foreign writers have mifrepre- 
fented and traduced the real character of 
’ Peter the Great, by relating mean fories, 
picked up at ale-houfes, and circulated a- 
mong the lowclt clats of people, mot of 
them without the leaft ground of truth, 
whereby many people of good underftand- 
ine have been mifled, and, even to this 
prefent tie, look on him to have been a 
vicious man, and a cruel tyrant, than which 
nothing can be more the reverfe of his true 
character, 

Though he might have had fome fiil- 
ings, yet it is well Known, to maiy. living 
at the time of my writing this, which is a- 
bove thirty-feven years after his demife, 
that his prudence, juftice, and humanity, 
very much over-balanced his failings ; 

~ which principally, if not folely, arufe from 
his inclination to the fair fex, 

I thall here take the liberty to infert a 
paflage or two, which, though trifling, yer 
as fo great a perfonage is the fubjeQ, wiil 
not, I truft, be altogether unacceptable or 

unenter- 
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unentertaining to the redder, as they are 
inftances of his affiduity. 

About the middle of O&ober 1714, I 
arrived at Cronftadt in an Englith thip. 
The Czar having notice of the fhip’s arri- 
val, came on board the next morning, 
from St Peterfburgh ; being attended only 
by Dr Arefkine, who was his chief phyfi- 
cian at that time, and on that occafion fer- 
ved him as interpreter. After his Ma- 
jefty had inquired news about the Swedifh 
fleet, &c. he eat a piece of bread and 
cheefe, and drank a glafs of ale; then 
went on fhore to vifit the works carrying 
on at Cronftadt; and returned, the fame 
evening, in his boat, to St Peterfburgh, di- 
ttance about twenty Englith miles. 

The firft winter after my arrival at St 
Peterfburgh, I lodged at Mr Noy’s, an‘ 
Englifh fhip-builder in the Czar’s fervice, 
One morning, before day-light, my fervant 
came and told me that the Czar wasat the 
door. I got up, and faw him walking up 
and down the yard, the weather being fe+ 

verely 
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verely cold and frofty, without any one to 
attend him. Mr Noy foon came, and took 
him into the parlour, where his Majetty 
gave him fome particular directions about 
athip then on the ftocks ; which having 
done, he left him. iy 
His Majetty’s perfon was graceful, tall, 
and well made ; clean, and very plain in 
his apparel. He generally wore an Eng- 
lifh drab-colour cloth-frock, never ap-" 
pearing in a drefe-fuit of clotahs, unlefs 
on great feftivals, and remarkable holidays ; 
on which occafions he was fometimes dref- 
fed in laced cloaths, of which fort he was 
not owner of above three or four fuits. 
When he’ was dreffed, he wore the order 
of St Andrew ; at other times, he had ‘no 
badge or mark of any order on his perfon, 
* His equipage was fimple, without atten- 
dants. In fummer, a four-oared wherry 
was always attending, to carry him over 
the river, if he thould want to crofs it, 
which he frequently did. When he went 
about the town by land, he always made 
; ufe 
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ufe of an open two-wheeled chaife, at- 
tended by two foldiers, or grooms, who 
rode before, and a page, who fometimes 
ftood behind the chaife, and often fat in it 
with his Majefty, and drove him. In win- 
ter, he made ufe of a fledge, drawn by one 
horft, with the fame attendants. He found 
thefe to be the molt cxpeditious ways of 
conveyance, and ufed no other. He was 
‘abroad every day in the ycar, unlefs con- 
fined at home by illnefs, which rarely hap- 
pened ; fo that feldom a day paffed but he 
was {een in almoft every part of the city. 

I have more than once feen him ftop in 
the ftrécts, to reccive petitions from per- 
fons who thought themfelves wronged by 
fentences pailed in courts of judicature. On 
taking the petition, the perfon was told to 
come next day to the fenate; where the 
affair was immediately examined and de- 
termined, if the nature of it would admit 
its being done in fo fhort atime. It will 
naturally follow, that fuch free accefs to his 


perfon was not only productive of great 
relief 
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relief to many poor widows and orphans, 
but alfo a ftrong check upon judges; and 
tended very much to Prevent any fort of 
influence Prevailing on them to Pronounce 
unjuft fentences, “for which they were fo 
+ likely to be called to account, eas 

His Majefty might truly be called a man 
of bufinefs, for he could defpatch more af. 
fairs in a Morning, then a houfeful of de- 
nators could do in a month. He rofe al. * 
moft every Morning, in thé winter-time, 
before four o'clock 3 Was often in his ca~ 
binet by three o'clock, where two pri- 
vate fecretaries, and certain clerks, paid 
conftant attendance. He often went fo 
early to the fenate, as to oceafion the fe a= 
tors being raifed out of their beds to attend 
him there. When aflembled, after hearing 
‘caufes between fubje@'and fubje@, or pu- 
blic affairs, regarding the interior of the em- 
Pire, read by the fecretar » and the opinion 
of the fenate recited thereupon, he would 
write upon the Procefs, or Upon the affair, 
under deliberation, with his own hand, in 


a 
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a very laconic ftyle, ‘* Let it be according 


> and fome- 


to the decree of the fenate ;’ 
times would add fome particular .altera~ 

tions, fuch as he thought fit to mention, 

cand underwrote PETER.” 

His Majefty knew fo little of relaxation 
of mind when awake, that he never al- 
lowed his time of reftto be broken in 
upon, unlefs in cafe of fire. When any 
accident of that kind happened, in any 
part of the town, there was a flanding or- 
der to awake him on its firft appearance ; 
and his Majefty was frequently the firft at 
the fire, where he always remained, giving 
- the neceflary orders, till all further danger 
was over. This example of paternal re- 
gard of the Czar for his fubjeats,- was of 
courfe followed by all the great officers, 
and thofe of the firft quality ; which was “ 
frequently the means of faving many thou- 
{ands of his fubjeéts from utter ruin, whofe 
houfes and goods, without fuch fingular 
affiftance, muft have thared the fate of 
their ruined neighbours. 


In 
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In a&s of religion he appeared devout, 
but not fuperttitious, 1 have feen him at 
his public devotions in church many times, 
T have been prefent, when his Majefty, not 
liking the clerk’s manner of reading the 
pfalms, hath taken the book from the clerk, 
and hath read them himfelf ; which he did 
very diftin@ly, and with proper emphafis, 
His Majefty was allowed, by the beft 
Judges of the Sclavonian and Roffian lan- 
guages, to be as great a mafter of them as 
any the moft learned of.his fubjeats, whe- 
ther churchmen or laics. He wrote a very 
good hand, very expeditioufly, yet the chas 
racters diftiné enough. Of this I myfelf - 
am fome judge, having feen many of his 
letters, all written with his own hand, to 
Mr Henry Stiles, and others. Asto his ftyle, 
“fome of his fecretaries, and other compe- 
tent judges of the language, affirmed, that 
they had never known any man who 
wrote more correétly, or could comprife 
the fenfe and meaning of what he wrote in 
fo few words as his Majefty, 

Vor, Il 30 The 
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The following I had from acertain Rufy 
gentleman, of very good family, and who — 
was a general officer of unexceptionable 
character in the army, who had attended 
his Majefly, from his very youth, in all his 
expeditions, This officer being an old 
friend of mine, I went to pay him a vifit 
one evening, long after the death of Peter 
the Great, when he told me, that fuch 
and fuch old officers, naming them, had 
dined with him that day, and that the prin= 
cipal fubje&t of their converfation turned on 
the aQions of their old father, (as he term- 
ed him, by way of eminence), Peter the 
Great... He told me further, that, tho’ his 
Moj-3y feemed to be fevere, on certain oc- 
cafions, yet no one of them all could pro- 
duce or recolleé& one fingle inftance of his 
having punihed an honeft man, or that he 
had caufed any perfon to fuffer any pu- 
nifhment who had not well deferved it. 

He hath been reprefented as making tao 
frequent ufe of fpiritous liquors to excefs, 
which isan unmerited afperfion ; for he 

had 
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had an averfion to all fots, and to thofe too 
much given to drink. It is true, he had 
his times of diverfion, when he would be 
merry himfelf, and liked to fec others fo ; 
this may have been neceflary, and proper, 
for the unbending his mind from affairs of 
Breat weight ; but fach amufements occure 
red generally during holidays, and feftival 
times, and was, with him, at no time, of 
long continuance. It hath been imputed to 
him, and not without fome appearance of 
reafon, that he had political views in en- 
couraging drinking at thefe times of merri~ 
ment; for, on thefe occafions, he mixed 
with the company, and converfing with 
them on the footing of a companion, had 
better opportunities, at fuch times, of difco- 
vering the real fentiments of thofe about 

“him, than when they were quite cool, 
Thofe who, by their offices about the 
perfon of Peter the Great, might be fup- 
pofed to be the beft acquainted with his 
‘difpofition, always difavowed hig drinking 
to excels, and infifted on his being a fober 
Prince, 
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Prince. [can aver that, during the campaign - 
of the expedition to Derbent in Perfia, he 
was not once guilty of the leaft excefs, but 
rather lived abftemioufly. In this point I 
could not be miftaken, as the tent of Dr 
Blumentroft, his Majefty’s chief phyfician, 
with whom I lodged, was always the near- 
eft tent to that of his Majefty. 

IT fhall give one inftance, in proof of 
what I have advanced concerning the tem- 
perance of this great man, viz. In our third. 
day’s march, on our return from Derbent, 
we were kept in continual alarm by confi- 
derable bodies of mountaineers, both of 
horfe and foot, whom we faw hovering on 
the tops of the adjacent hills, though they 
dared not to come down to the plain, to at- 
tack any part of our army, yet it was ne- 
ceflary to be watchful of them; which, 
ia fome meafure, impeded our march, The 
evening of that day, we had a hollow way 
to pafs, which took up much time, and o- 
biiged the greateft part of the army to ree 
main there all night ; fo that none reached 

the 
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_ the camp, except the guards, and fome 

\light horfe who attended their Majetties, 
On my arrival there, about midnight, I 
found only his Majefty’s tent fer up, and 
another fmall one for Mr Felton, the Czar’s 
principal cook, and matter of his kitchen, 
I went into Felton’s tent, and found him 
all alone, with a large fauce-pan of warm 
grout before him, made of buck wheat 
with butter, which he told me was the re~ 
mains of their Majefties fupper, who eat 
of nothing elfe that evening, and who 
were juft gone to bed, 

During the whole march, his Majetty, 
for the moft part, rode an Englith, pad, a- 
bout fourteen hands high, for which he 
had a particular liking, as it was very trac- 
table, and eafy to mount. His picture is 

* drawn by Caravac on this horfe. He did 
not wear boots, as he very often walked 
on foot. In the heat of the day, when the 
army halted, he ufed to go into the Em. 
prefs’s coach, and fleep for half an hour, 
Eris drefs, during the march, was a white 

night- 
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night-eap, with a plain flapped hat over it, 
and a fhort dimitty waiftcoat, When at a- 
ny time he received meffengers from the 
chieftains of the mountaineers, he put on 
his regimentals, as an officer of the guards, 
being Lieutenant-Colonel of the Preobra~ 
Shentky regiment. 

During the whole courfe of his life, his 
Majelty avoided all forts of ceremony, ex- 
cept on public occafions. His manner of li- 
ving in his houfe was more like that of a 
private gentléman than of fo great amonarch. 
I was once at court on a holiday, when the 
Emperor came home from church to din- 
ner, with a large attendance of his mini- 
fters, general officers, and other great men. 
His table was laid with about fifteen co» 
vers. As foon as dinner was ferved up, he 
and the Emprefs took their places, and his 
Majefty, addreffing himfelf to the compa~ 
ny, faid, Gentlemen, pleafe to take your 
places as far as the table will hold, the reft 
will go home and dine with their wives, 

On 
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On fuch occafions, the princeffes, his 
.. children, dined in another room, to whom 
he fent fuch dithes, from his own table, 

as he thought proper, for their dinner, 
This great monarch took all the pains, 
and ufed all the means poffible, in order to 
be intimately acquainted with every thing 
proper for a man who ruled a mighty em- 
pire, to know. He entered into the detail 
of every branch of the arts ufeful to mane 
kind ; into that of all the manufaures 
which regarded the conftrudtion of thips, 
and fitting them for the fea ; into that 
of the making of arms, artillery, &c, If 
he had a ruling paffion for any one part of 
thefe acquirements, it muft havé been for 
fhip- building ; into which he entered him 
felf very carly, in the quality of a common 
workman, with his hatchet, and proceeded 
regularly through all the degrees, tothe 
rank of mafter-builder, which he attained 
but a few years before his death. After he 
got that length in the art, he made the 
draughts, formed the mouldings, and dis 
rected 
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rected.the building, of feveral men of war, 
of the fecond and third rates, himfelf ; and 
he duly demanded, and received his falary 
as a mafter-builder. The day of launching 
the fhips, which he himfelf built, he cele~ 
brated as a holiday, and put on laced 
clothes; but, before he went to work, to 
ftrike away the ftanchions, blocks, &c, he 
always put off his fine coat. 

He was very frugal in what regarded 
his perfonal expences, and thofe of his 
houfehold. Notwithftanding his frugality 
in what related to himfelf, he {pared no 
coft in whatever concerned the public, in 
the ftructure of his men of war, in the ar- 
tillery, fortifications, arfenals, canals, &c. 
all which bore marks of very great magni- 
ficence. Nor was he {paring in his build- 
ings, and the decorations of his gardens ” 
with ftatues, grottos, fountains, &c. of 
which the buildings of the fummer- palace, 
-and the gardens at St Peterfburgh, at Pe- 
terhoff, Strealna, Czarfky Sealo, and many 
others, are fufficient proofs. I fhall not de- 

tain 
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tain the reader longer on the fubjeét of this 
very great man’s charaGter, or way of li- 
ving, than to acquaint him, that, as his 
' Majefty .was.zery carly up in the morning, 
he went abroad generally without break~ 
faft ; came home ta dinner-about eleven of 
the clock ; after dinner, went to fleep for 
about an hour ; after which, if bufinefa. did 
" not intervene, he fometimes diverted him= 
felf at his turning loom ; then went to vi- 
fit thofe he had a regard for, as well fom. 
reigners as Ruffans; with whom he would 
be be very fociable, and eafy in converfa- 
tion, . He fometimes fupped with them ;. 
whichy generally in hie Jatter-days, yas.an; 
hare or wild-fow}, foafted. weryudry, drank:- 
{mall beer, and fometimes a few glaffes of , 
wine ; and gencrally was in bed before ten 
~of the clock at night. He neither played . 
at cards, dice, or any game of chance, y:-i 
The reader will pleafe to take along with 
him the following. obfervatida,.viz.- That 
this monarch was, at no time, even during 
mafquerades, feattings, aflemblies, and all, 
Vor. U, 3P other ° 
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other diverfions or amufements, by day or 
night, without the attendance of fome or - 
other of his minifters, and of thofe who 
poflefied his confidence ; by which means 
bufinefs, and fuch affairs as were of the 
greateft confequence, went on regularly ; 
and fome of them even poner during 
thofe times of relaxation. 

I now return to the sth of O&ober 
1722 3 at which time, the Emperor and 
I.mprets being embarked on board their 
galley, and the whole Alege being ready, 
and the wind fair, we weighed anchor, and 
got under fail, from the bay, af Agrachan, 
for Aftrachan, &t “which. place we arrived 
wn the 14th of the fame month, little ma= 
terial happening in the paflage, only fome 
rough gales cf contrary wind. ‘ 

Having finithed what I had to do at A- , 
flrachan, [ joined company with Simon 
Gregoritz Narifhkin, one of his Majefty’s 
General-adjutants, and Commodore Coff-» 
lar, who always commanded the fhip in 
which his Majefly hoifled his fag, when 

he 
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he went to fea ; and with thofe two gen~ 

" tlemen returned to Mofco.. ** . 
Accordingly, ‘we fet out from Aftrachan 

in a fmall fhallop, and came by water to 
the town of Zaritzina, The winter ap- 
ie ae Paar Ra ic anee Oe i 
Proaching, we got fich carriages as the 
place afforded, and continuéd our journey, 
along the lines, to the river Don 3 théletines 
are drawn from the Volga to the Don, being : 
a deep ditch, about thirty feet broad, pallifa~ 
doed on the top, with high wooden towérs 
at certain diftdM€es,-in fight of each other, 
well guarded. They effectually anfwer the 
énd propofed by his Majefty, in erecting 
them, and makini-the--ditch, which was 
for the preventing ‘of ‘inet fons’ from the 

Cuban Tartars. 

The 25th of November we arrived in 
~Mofco ; at which place his Majefly and 
the Emprefs arrived about the middle of 
_ December 1.722, ae 


The 
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The following are the poft-ftages and 
diftances between Mofco and Aftrachan. 


Vertts. 
From Mofco 

To the village of Oftroffsach 25 
Ulianinin Sealo 38 
Town of Kolumna 32 
of Zaraytky 39 
Prudach Sealo 37 
_ Pod. Offinka 35 
Bogoyavienfko 35 
Gorlovy 25 
Town of Skopina 30 
Town of Reatky 40 
Village of Blagoy 37 
Oloviach 35 
Town of Kézloff 32 


Retzky Yaroflafky 25 
Lyffiach-Gorach Sealo 22 * 
Town of Tamboff 22 
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Verfts, 
Brought over —s09 
From Kufminoy Gatty Sealo ar 


To — Retzky-Tziny 27 
Panoffskich Kuftack 24. 
Retzky-Savally 20 
Retzky-Shinkofly 20 
Retzky-Tagaiky = 06 


Retzky-Tavolfhanky 20 
Chaperfkoy Krepoft. 22 
Michailoféky Gorodky 27 


Yuripintky Stanu 17 
Tepinfky-Yurtu 20 
Pravotorfkoy-Yurtu 20 


Kalinoffeky Kuftiky - 24 
Zatoffeky+Yurtu’ 21 


Kulmifhkom-Yurtu 24. 
Uft-Chaperfkoy Koluditz 21 
Rofsleeve 12 
Uft-Medvedetky 13 
Kletzkoy-Tzaganock 8 
Klementfky Stantzy 23 
Novo Gregoriofisky 20 
Siropenfky Stantzy 23 


Carried over O72 
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* 'Vertts. 

: Brought over 972 
From Retzky-Sokary 30 
To Gratfefsky Stantzy 12 
Town of Zaritina 28 
Reka-Actuba 26 
Tzareofa-Puda © 3h 
Urotzitha~Tzareva 30 

Tayunley 26 

Kulava 30 

Afhlagatay . 30 

Sakuley _ 39 

Okoreba:. . 25 

Befstzara 26 

Kravala 30 

Achifarava 27 
Reka-Bolfhoy Bereketa 20 

Aftrachan ‘ 39 


—et 


The diftance from Mofco to Aftra- 
chan, the poft-road, by land 1412 


AN 
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A CCOUN T 
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JOURNEY 


S T. PETERSBURGH 


To 
CONSTANTINOPLE, 
AND THENCE 


BACK TO st. PETERSBURGH, 


IN PART OF THE ¥BARS 1737 AND 1738, 


UNDERTAKEN AT THE INSTANCES OF 
COUNT OSTERMAN, 
CHANCELLOR oF RUSSIA,. 

AND OF 
Me RONDEAY, 


MINISTER FROM GREAT BRITAIN AT 


THE COURT OF sft. PETERSBURGH. 


~ 


ACGCCGOUN T 
OF MY 


JOURNEY 


Toa 


CONSTANTINOPLE, 


WAR having broken out in 1734 
A between Ruffia and Turkey, which 
had been carried on with great fuccefs on 
the part of Ruffia, by their taking from 
_the Turks the ftrongly fortified cities of 
Afoph, Otzakoff, together with the Pere~ 
cop, and other places of the frontiers of 
great importance, the Emperor of Germa- 
ny, through various connections, came, 
fome time after its commencement, to be 
engaged in it, 


Vou. IL 3Q. Try 
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In the autumn of 1737, a congrefs was 
appointed to be held at Nemiroff, a town 
on the frontiers of Poland, in order to ac- 
commodate and determine all differences 
between the belligerent powers, by the 
mediation of the minifters of Great Britain, 
France, and the States of Holland, then re- 
fiding at the Ottoman Porte, who were Sir 
Everard Fawkner, the Marquis de Ville- 
Neuve, and Mr Kalkune. But, before 
thefe minilters could reach Nemiroff, the 
plenipotentiaries of the powers at war dif- 
tered fo widely in their refpe€tive demands, 
that the congrefs broke up without effect. 

The court of Ruffia determining to fend 
a perfon to Conftantinople, with new pro- 
notals of accommodation ; and, as no fub- 
jects of Rufla or Germany are admitted 
into the dominions of the Grand Seignor, 
wile he is at war with thofe powers, I was 
prevailed upon to undertake the journey, 
at the earneft defires of Count Ofterman, 
the chancellor of Ruffia, and of Mr Ron- 

deaus 
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deau, at that time his Britannic Maje- 
fty’s minifler at the court of St Peter{- 
burgh, 

On the 6th of December 1737, TL iet ont 
from St Peterfburgh, with only one fervans, 
who, underftood the Turkith language. 
Having, in a former journey, taken notice 
of the places on the road between St. Pe~ 
terfburgh and Mofco, | wave the repeating 
them. 

The oth, I arrived at the city of Mofeo, 
which had greatly fuffered the preceding 
fummer hy a dreadful conflagration, Ag L 
purpofe, at the cnd of my Journey, to give 
an account of the ftages and diftances, I 
fhall here only mention the time, and chief 
places through which I pafs, 

The ith, I left Mofco, early in the 

, morning, and proceeded to the fouth-wefi 
towards Kioff. 

The rath, in the night, I came to Ka- 
lugua, a large and populous town, fituated 
on the banks of the river Ocka, ‘inhabited 
by feveral fubfantial merchants, very con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable dealers in hemp, pot-afh, wax, 
&e. 

The rth, I got to Siefky, another town, 
which is reckoned to be at about equal dif- 
tance from Mofco, and from Kioff, and is 
the laft town in Great Rufha, bordering on 
the Rufan Ukrain. At night I reached 
Glukova, the firft town in the Ukrain, a 
Jarge and populous place, where, having 
changed horfes, I proceeded thence the 
fame night to another town called Korol- 
evitz, 

The 16th, I paffed through Batturin, 4 
large rambling town, formerly the refidence 
of the Hetman Mazeppa ; it ftands on ri- 
fing hills upon the river Semm. The coun- 
try adjacent is very pleafant, and exceeding 
fruitful, being moftly plain, interfperfed 
with woods of oak and other timber. The 
place is almoft encompaffed with cherry 
and other fruit trecs. What is remark- 
able, and demonftrative of the great ferti- 
lity of the foil, is, that they have about 
fixty water-mills for grinding corn, all 

built 
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built within the diftance of two Englith 
miles, : 

At night, I got to Nethin, another con- 
fiderable town. At this place, for want of 
fnow on the ground, I was obliged to leave 
my convenient fledge, and ride all the reft 
of the way on horfeback, This detained 
me much longer on the road than } fhould 
have been, if I could have proceeded in 
my fledge. 

The 18th, I paffed the Boryfthenes, ina 
boat, and, in the evening, arrived at Kiof, 
fituated on the weft bank of the Borytthenes, 
now called Dnieper, This famous river takes 
its rife on the borders of Poland, near the 
city of Smolenfko, and, after a long courfe 
pointing to the fouth, difcharges itfelf into 

the Black Sea, near Otzakoff, 

The city of Kioif ftands ona high hill, 

and overlooks the river, and a {pacious 

plain to the eaftward, as far as your eye 

can reach. To the weftward, the country 

is hilly ; and many of the hills are covered 

with woods, There are feveral vineyards" 
about 
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about the town, which produce good grapes 
for the table. 

This place is adorned with many mag- 
nificent churches, and is famous for being 
the repofitory of faints, and holy men of 
the Greck church, whofe fhrines are vilited 
by devout perfons from diftant places. Be- 
fides, they have an univerfity at Kioff, of 
confiderable repute in thefe parts. 

T cannot but obferve here, that this part 
of the country, commonly called the U- 
krain, (though it is fometimes called Little 
Ruffia,) doth, for fertility of foil and rich 


pafturage, exceed moft parts of Europe, 
producing vaft quantities of various forts 





of grain, the crops of which are always 
very great, as well as of hemp and flax, of 
‘the moft excellent quality, and that with 
little Jabour; for they plow the ground | 
with one horfe only, and with but one man, 
who holds the plow, and drives the horfe 
at the fame time. 

The Ukrain produces good horfes for 
the faddle, and large fized black cattle, in 
very great numbers, more than fufficient 

for 
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for their own ule, and for fupplying their 
neighbours, with as good beef as the world 
affords. The woods are well ftored with 
game of divers forts, as are the rivers and 
ponds with fifh, Afparagus, which in o- 
ther parts requires cultivation, grows natu. 
rally in fuch plenty in the Ukrain, as to 
be termed a weed. The People are very 
civil and hofpitable among themfelves, and 
alfo to all ftrangers, living very clean and 
neat in their houfes. I now refume my 
journey, 

At Kioff I met with my worthy friends 
General Romanzoff, and the privy coun~ 
fellor Mr Neptuof, who gave me all the 
affilance and defpatch I could defire, They 
ordered a licutenant and a troop of cof- 
facks to elcort ine through Poland, to the 

seonfines of Moldavia. 

On the 2oth, I fet out from Kioff, and 
at night came to the frontier town, called 
Vaflilkoff, which ftands on the declivity of 
ahil!l, and is the laft town belonging to 
Rugia io that part. The place is but 

fmall, 
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f{mall, though well fortified, and provided 
with a ftrong garrifon, &c. 

The 21ft, early in the morning, I left 
Vaffilkoff, accompanied by my trufty cof- 
facks ; and, after riding about an hour, I 
came to the borders of Poland, where is 
an out-poft, and a ftrong guard of Ruffian 
foldiers, This place is called the Zaftave, 
very neceflary in time of war. The terri- 
tory of Poland is divided here from that of 

‘Ruffia by a deep ditch drawn acrofs the 
middle of a {pacious plain. 

From the Zaftave I continued my jour- 
ney, in a ftrong froft, which made the road 
very rough, and, keeping to the fouthward 
along the fame plain, I faw neither houfe 
nor tree till I came to Belozerkoff, the firft 
town appertaining to Poland in this part, 
The gates being fhut before my arrival, 
it was fome time before I could be admitted. 
However, at length the gates were opened ; 
Ttook up my quarters at a public-houfe 
belonging toa Jew. The fame evening I 
waited on Mr Becherfky, the governor, 
and defired he would give me a paflport. 

He 
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He treated me with great civility, and or~ 
dered the paffport ta be ready againit the 
next morning, , 

The 22d, by the excefs of the gover- 
nour’s hofpitality, I was detained till the 
evening, waiting for his Excellency’s pail 
Port, which was abfolutely neceffary, and 
Proved of great ufe to me on the road, 

The town of Belozerkoff, fo called from 
a white church there, is a.pretty large place, 
- and is fortified, It flands in a pleafant 
plain, The inhabitants’ are, for the, moft 
part, Poles, mixed with nota few Jews, 
who keep Public-houfes, and are gene- | 
rally farmers of the revenues all ovyér 
Poland. There ig {earce a village. without 
fome Jews, who keep inns for lodging and 
entertaining paifengers, 

In the evening, I took my leave of the 
kind 8evernour, who, after treating me 
with great politenefs, gave me a guide to 
the next village, called Shamaryafka, about 
two Polith miles diftant from Belozerkof, 
where I lodged, that night. 

The 234, early in the morning, I left 

Vor, I, 3R this 
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thlie-village, in a ftrong froft, without any 
fnow, “and, after pafling a few ftrageling, 
villages “at ‘night, 1 came to Goloquaft, 
where I ‘took up my lodgings at a Jew’s 
houfe, ‘It is to be obferved, that the coun- 
try is moftly plain, with: fome rifing 
grounds, interfperfed ‘with woods of oak, 
ath, and. elm, ‘and other forte of timber, but 
chiefly of ‘oak }4é very pleafant and fruit- 
ful, bat thinly ishabited’; which muft pro- 
ceed from their-being expofed to the incur~ 
‘fions of the Tartars and Haydamacks, who 
‘at times miake ‘cruel inroads: into thefe 
parte SS ss eens 

The Haydamacks were, the furkgoing 
winter, at this place, with a body of five or 
fix hundred horfe, where they committed 
many diforders ; after which, and after ha- 
ving tortured all the Jews they could light ' 
upon, to oblige them to difcover their mo- 
ney, they marched off with their booty, 
before the Polith troops apuld be affembled 
to oppofe them. 

I was well informed,*by people who. 
knew fomething of thefe lawlefs banditti, 

who 
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who are called Haydamacks by the. Poles, 
and Zapourotky coflagks by the Ruffians, 
that they are a parcel of vagabonds, com- 
pofed of idle fellows of different nations, 
who, having fled from juftice, find a fafe 
retreat among this crew, ‘They are, for 
feveral reafons, protected by the Turks, 
who lay claim to the iflands, and. places 
adjacent, on the river Duieper, where ‘they 
inhabit, and have fortified themfelves fo 
ftrongly.as not eafily to be attacked ; 3,Nor 
can they. be. attacked .without danger of 
breaking peace with the Turk. 

They profefs the Chriftian religion ; bur 
bave..n@ wives nor any women among 
them, having eregted themfelvgs i into a wild 
_Kind of military order, if it may be fo cal- 
led, Every perfon, who is defirous of en- 


- tering into this community, is obliged to 
ferve a certain number of years, before he 
is admitted into the brotherhood, The 
grand mafter is called Cafha-var, which 
fignifies chief cook, who is chofen from a~ 
mong the fraternity for his condu@ and 


cou rage. 
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courage. I think [ need not enlarge on the 
fubje& of fuch a worthlefs fociety, 

The 24th, 1 left Goloquaft, and came 
towards noon to a fmall town called Pog= 
tebifha, where I halted. The people, at 
firft fight, taking my coflacks for Hayda- 
macks, fhut the gates, and alarmed the 
place. - My paffport foon convincedithem 
of their error. -After a fhort ftay, I pro- 
ceeded again on my journey. At night I 
reached a fmall village, named Otzeredno, 
where I lodged. 

- The 25th, leaving Otzeredno, I got to 
Vitofftzy;-another village, where | lay that 
night. 

The 26th, I arrived at Nemiroff, where 
the late congréfs was held, as 1 have men- 
tioned above. This town is pretty large 
and populous, well fortified and garrifoned, 
The governour is General Ruffotfky, wha 
hath Colonel Wangenheim, and feveral o- 
ther German officers under him. 

The country about Nemiroff is very 
pleafant and fruitful, having many orch- 

ardg 


1737. CONSTANTINOPLE, get 


ards in the neighbourhood, which produce 
the largeft apples and pears that l have * 
feen any where. They have alfo plenty of 
grapes, very good for the table. 

The 27th, about noon,I fet out again on. 
my journey. - I got that night to the vil- 
lage Petzory, where I remained that night. 

The 28th, I halted at Spikoff, travelled 
thence to Lefkovitz, a large village, where 
I paffed the night. 

The agth, I halted at Tamaz-poly, and 
lodged at Kleimbofka, 

The 3oth, I arrived at Tzikanofka, the 
laft place belonging to Poland on that frons 
tier. It is a large ftraggling village, fituate 
on the eaft bank of the river Ifter, now cal. 
led Dnicfter, and is the boundary between 
Poland and Moldavia, On the oppofite 

" fhore ftands the town of Soroka, the firft. 
in the principality of Moldavia, now an 
nexed to the Turkifh dominions, The 
fame evening, I fent my man to Soreka, to 
acquaint the commandant or Perkulab, as 
they are called, of my arrival. 
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Next morning, the 1ft of January 1738, 
+the commandant of Soroka, whofe name is 
Petroky, a Greek, came over upon the ice 
to vifit me, and told me that he was very 
forry he could not let me pafs without 
a {pecial order from the Prince of Molda- 
via, who refides at Yaffy, to whom he 
would immediately defpatch an expre(s for 
that purpofe ; ‘and hoped I would wait pa- 
tiently for an anfwer. In the evening Mr 
Petroky paid me another vifit ; he fhowed 
me much civility, and brought me a pree 
{ent of wine, fenits, Oxc...which.was very 
acceptable-in a pilade where little was to be 
got for money. 

January 2d, Mr Petroky scaealcel me, 
that his exprefs was returned, with. orders 
from the prince to furnith me with horfes, 
and a proper convoy, to Yaiffy. 

Having no more occafion for the cof- 
facks, I fent them back again to Kioff ; but 
Mr Noroff, the lieutenant, was permitted 
to accompany me to Yafly. This gente-« 


man is an officer of ‘2 marching regiment. 
The 
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The coffacks had their own officer bee 
fides, tse 

Soroka is but a fmall town, pleafantly 
fituated on the weft bank of the river, as 
bout thirty leagues fouth-eaft from Chotyn, 
and -the -fame, diftance. north-weft from 
Bender, . The place is inhabited chiefly by 
Moldavians, mixed with. a, few Greeks, 
Jews, and Turks. It is. defended by an old 
tower, in which are fome cannon of little 
ufe. The channel. of the, Dniefter-runs 
deep there, between two high green banks, 
The country adjacent is fruitful .in grain, 
and abounds in very rich pafturage. 

The ad, early in the morning, «J: lef 
Tzikanofka, and: paffed. “thé ziver on the 
ice to Soroka, where, the horfes being: rea- 
dy, I took leave of the commandant, Mr 
- Petroky, and proceeded on my journey, 
Towards noon I halted at a large village 
called Kaynar, The preceding fummer 
many of the inhabitants of this place were 
carried off by the plague ; but it wag now, 
by the rigour of the feafon, much abated, 

As 
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As foon as the horfes were changed we left 
Kaynar, and, after travelling over a very 
fine country, came at night to another 
large village, called Meygura, where we 
lay. 

The 3d, I left Meygura, After pafling 
the river Pruth, I arrived, in the evening, 
at Yafly, where I found good and warm 
quarters, 

Next morning, being the 4th, I was con- 
duéted to the palace, and waited on the 
prince, who is alfo ftyled Hofpodar of Mol- 
davia- He takes the title of Serene High- 
nefs, though he is only promoted to that 
dignity by the Sultan, ‘or rather by the 
Grand Vifier, and holds it only during 
pleafure, being trufted with no other pow- 
er than the adminiftration of civil affairs, 
His name is Gregory Ducas, of a reputable 
Grecian family ; he enjoys a general good 
character. This gentleman treated me with 
great civility and politenefs, regretted that 
it was not in his power to allow of my go- 
ing dire€tly to Conftantinople, and that 1 

mutt 
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mult go to-Bender firft; ‘where I fhould find 
the Serafkier, who hal’ the chieg command 
in thefe partas®.F° “Was not willingete.¢o fo 
far out of tY¥-road ; but, as there was"no 
remedy, I complicd. The Prince ardered 
-a Bofniac captain, andtwet Motttaviai fol- 
‘leis: of his guards, to efcort’me to Bender, 
which was all he could do for nie in. the 
predent juncture of affairs, ao 
“From Soroka to Yafly the country is fome- 
“what hilly, the foil rich; “the pafturage ex-~ 
cellent.: About--the*river. Pruth are fine 
évoods of various forts of timber natural to 
the climate. About Yafly, and if other 
paltiy theko are. large. vineyards, prodiging 
grapes “in great® ‘abundattdes aubeat ot’ sre 
made confidcrable quantities of wine, of 
inferior quality, the greateft part of which 
is confumed in Poland, and other parts ad- 
jacent, for which the Moldavians receive. 
contiderable fums in ready money. 

The city of Yafly ftands in a fpacious 
plain, on the rivulet called Bachluy, about 
thirty-five leagues towards the north-weft 

Von, 38 from 
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from Bender ; it may contain between 
two and three thoufand houfes, moftly built 
of wood. The inhabitants are Chriftians 
of the Greek church. The priace’s palace 
is an ancient pile of Gothic building, of 
ftone and brick ; it hath the appearance of 
a venerable old caftle, tor which, I fuppofe, 
it was intended, as this unhappy country 
hath been at all times expofed to the rava- 
ges of barbarous nations. 

The sth, having taken leave of my com- 
panion, Mr Noroff, who returned'back to 
Kiof, J fet aut from Yafly, accompanied 
by my Bofniac captain, the two Moldavi- 
ans, and my own fervant. We came, at 
night, to a village called Voltginitz, about 
ten leagues fouth-eait from Yafly, itanding 
in a fruitful valley, where we took up our 
“quarters, 

The 6th, we left this village in the mor- 
ning, and came at night to Kifhanoff, ano~ 
ther village, where we lodged, 

The 7th, we left.Kithanof On the 
road we met with many troops of Tartars, 

going 
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going to the ecaftward, on an expedition, 
notwithftanding the weather was feverely 
cold, with ftrong frofts, Thefe hardy 
people accompanied me all the reft of the 
way to Bender, where we arrived in the 
evening. 

The country from Yaffy to Kithanoff is 
very fine ; but, towards Bender, it grows | 
more dry and barren, and doth not appear- 
of fo good foil, nor to have fo good paf- 
turage, as the countries which I paffed 
through. 

* The Moldavians are all “Chriftians, and 
the Sultan indulges them with a go- 
verriour or ptince of their own religion, 
This privilege they Have enjoyed for many 
years, which may be efteemed no {mall fa. 
vour under fuch an iron government as is 
~ that of the Turks, Yer it may be obferved, 
that their yoke is much eafier, and their 
“manners much more humanized, than at 
their firft entrance and fettlement in Eu- 
rope, though, I am perfuaded, that two- 
thirds of Moldavia lies wafte at this time. 
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It feems to have been an eftablithed fyfem 
in Turkith politics to depopulate all the 
countries bordering on Chriftendom, refer- 
ving no more than may be fuffictent to fur- 
nith their garrifons and troops with frovi- 
fions, : : 
As the plague had raged all the preceding 
year in the town of Bender, and had al- 
moft'depdpulatéd the place, about a mile 
fhort of the town, we’ turned off the road, 
to the right hand, tewards the Turkith 
camp, where the Serafkier, or general in 
chief, lay in the field, with aH-his army a~ 
bout him. The genefal’s quarters were 
ftrongly fortified, with a deep ditch palli- 
tadocd and mounted with cannon ; but the 
troops were lodged in cells under ground, 
laid over with flicks and earth, having, a 
hole at the top to let out the fmoke, fenced _ 
with a dry hedge about it. In this. mife~ 
. rable condition thefe poor people pafled the 
winter. I and my Bofniac captain were 
conduéted to one of thefe holes, which at 
night was crowded with Turkith officers 
of 
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of diftinGtion. Such miferies, and‘many 
more, are the frequent attendants on def- 
tructive war. The Serafkier’s name is 
Gengy Aly Bafha, or Young Aly Bafha, 
though he is now about feventy years of 
age, and hath the charaGter of a pave and 
active general, 

The 8th, the Serafkier fent his fecretary 
to me, who afked me feveral queftions re~ 
lating to my journey, and hoped that ne- 
ceffity would be admitted as an excufe for 
the badnefs of my quarters. In the even= 
ing, the fecretary came again, when he told 
me,.that, in two or three days, their feaft 
of Bayram would be over, and then J} 
fhould proceed on my jourtney-to Conitan- 
tinople, with a proper convoy. In the 
mean time, he-ordered an officer to furnith 

“me with fuch neceffaries as the place afford~ 
ed. - In this no agreeabic fituation I wag o- 
bliged to wait till the feaft was over, being 
five long nights, all the while confined — 
within the precin@s of my hut. One alle- 
viation was, the company of my Bofniac 

captain, 
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captain, who tarried with me the whole 
time. 

The 12th, in the morning, the fecretary 
came and acquainted me, that thé Serafkier 
had grdered a chivadar, or officer, belong- 
ing to the Grand Vifier, and two Tartars, 
to efcort me to Conftantinople ; at the fame 
time, he told me that I might depart when 
I pleafed. This welcome news was very 
* agreeable ; for I had been little better than 
a prifoner from the time of my arrival at 
the camp ; though, I muft own, they were 
very civil, and made me as eafy, aé the ac-_ 
commodatioris, ahd ‘the circumftances of 
affairs, would admit of. 

I could only fee Bender at a diftance. 
But it is well known to be a place of .im- 
4 portance, being ftrongly and regularly for- 
tified, with out-works in proportion. It 
ftands in a’plain, near the river Dniefter,. 
and is frequently mentioned’ in the annale 
of late times, for being the place of refuge 
of that intrepid, inconfiderate monarch, 
Charles XII. of Sweden, after the Ruffians 

had 
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had beat him out of the field at Poltova, in 
the year 1709. 

Notwithftanding the contagious diftem- 
per was.not entirely ceafed at Bender, we 
had our daily provifions from that place. 

As. foon as the--horfes were ready, I 
mounted, and left this plaguy camp, which 
is fo in a literal, as well as in an allegorical 
fenfe. Although our horfes were in exe 
ceeding bad cafe, from the fatigues of the 
laft campaign, and from the want of due 
accommodations, of fhelter, &c, during the 
fevere weather that followed, yet we made 
a fhift to come, in the cvening, toa large 
rambling town, called Kaufhan, inhabited 
by Budjack Tartars.. It ftands fouth- weft 
from Bender. Here I had good quarters ; 
the people were friendly and hofpitable. 
~ At fupper I fat by an old Tartar, who feem- * 
ed to be.a perfon of diflingion among 
them. This old gentleman afked me ma- 
ny queftions about Europe, through an in- 
terpretér, particularly about the illuftrious 
family of Lorrain, which furprifed me not 
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a lite.. The firft dith that camg before us 
was pilaw made of barley ; then he told 
me, in french, that it was not drefled after 
the French fathion, This brought on a . 
converfation between us in that ‘Janguage, 
whiéh le fpoke well, in which he inform- 
ed wae, that, in his youth, being with rhe 
Turkith army in Hungary, he.was taken 
“prifoner by the Duke of Lorrain, who then 
. commanded the Imperial army, His high- 
nefs took him into his fervice, in which he 
lived many ycars ; and, after treating him 
with’ great humanity, ,at laft gave him his 
freedam, with Hiberty ,fo ‘return into his 
own country ;' which extraordinary favour 
he acknowledgcd with great refpe& and 
gratitude, 

The 13th, having got freth horfes, I left 
Kaufhan, and travelled tothe wettward, to- 
wards the Danube, leaving the rifing 
grounds, and came along the plain called 
the Stepp of Budjack, which is fat, dry, 
barren, and uncultivated ; yet there is 
fome good pafture,’ efpecially for fheep, of 

which 
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which the Turkith army have left few ré- 
maining. At night, we came to Kongly, 
where are about a dozen ftrageling cotta- 
ges, inhabited by Tartars, We made our _ 
quarters that night in the corner of a large 

thed, along with our horfes. : 

The :4th, as there was nothing temp- 
ting to detain us-at Kongly, we fet‘for- 
wards very early in the morning, and pro- 
ceeded along the fame barren plain, with- 
out feeing a houfe or tree all that day. In 
the evening, we came to a Tartar village, 
called Tartar-Kew, where we were tolera- 
ably well lodged and entertained, 

The 1sth, we left Tartar-Kew, Ahd 
came in the evening to the towd of Hinayl, 
ftanding on the north bank of the famous 
river Danube, called Dunay in thefe parts, 
“The place is very pleafant, within fight of 
the Black Sea. The inhabitants are chiefly 
Turks. Here I was well lodged, and had 
good bread and wine, The river here ig 
very broad, and divided into feveral bran- 
ches, by iflands, confiderably large ; tho’, 

Von, Hy, a7 + wher 
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when the river falls into the Black Sea, all 
the branches arc united, and form bet one 
mouth, at its entrance into that fea. The 
north bank confifls of rifing grounds; the | 
‘fouth is fenced with high hills, I think 
the Danube, at this place, may be compa- 
red with the Voiga at Aftrachan, both for 
breadth and quantity of water. By what L 
could obferve, all the great rivers, from the _ 
Volga to this place, have, for the moft part, 
high lands for their weftern banks, and 
low flat lands to the callward. 

' The 16th, we paffed the north branch of 
the. Danube in a boat, to the next ifland ; 
but the other branches being falt frozea o- 
ver, we mounted, and rode and walked by 
turos, the rcft of the way, upon the ice ; 
which was, in many places, very rough | 
and uneven, with great ridges, confifting of © 
pieces of ice driven together, and heaped 
upon one another, by ftrong eafterly 
winds, and the rapidity of the current, 
Some of the ridges of ice were at leaft fe- 

" ven or cight fect high, which obliged us to 

, walk 
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walk on foot moft part of the way. How- 
ever, in the evening, we arrived fafely at 
a town called Tultzin, ftanding on the 
fouth bank of the river, four leagues from 
Lfmayl, where we had quarters, and other 
means of refrefhment. — 

Toltzin is the firft town in the ancient 
kingdom of Thrace, now reduced toa Tur- 
kith province, kaown by the name of Bul- 
garia. The Bulgarians, who are Chrilti- 
ans of the Greck church, live, for the moft 
part, in villages ; the towns, in general, 
being inhabited by the Turks, This place 
hath an old abandoncd caftle, feemingly of 
Kuropean conftruétion ; and, as it ftands a~ 
mong hills, on the banks of the river, the 
fituation is very pleafant. 

The ish, we left Tultzin in the mor- 
ning ; towards noon we arrived at a large 
town, called Babbadach, ftanding in a de~ 
lightful valley, environed by hills, At 
fome diftance, from the top of the hills to 
the eaftward, is a moft extenfive pro- 

fyrect + 
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{pect ; particularly a full. view of the Black 
Sea. 2% 
It is fuppofed that. the Poet Ovid was 
banifhed and confingd,to this place.; which 
mutt have been no agreeable fituation, to a 
man who had pafled his young days in the 
"court of Auguftus, and had entered into all 
the pleafures and amufements of that court, 
during the time of ‘its politeft and gayeft 
period, in the gallantries of which he wag 
iuppofed to act no inconfiderable part! This 
amorous Poet’s book, De Triftibus, exhi- 
bits a melancholy picture of the manner of 
pafhing his latter days at this place, fo dif- 
ferent in climate from the happy tempera- 
ment of that of Italy. 
After changing horfes at this place, we 
fet forwards. At night we came to a vil- 
lage called Kaybaly, at a fmall diftance 
from which we were fo bewildered, in a 
drift of fuow, that we loft the road; 3; and, 
had it not been that the barking of a dog 
directed us, we muit have lain in the fields 
all night. 
The 
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The 18th, leaving Kaybaly in deep fhow, 
we proceeded, and came to Danna-Kew, 
another village, where we paffed the hight, 

The rgth, we travelled through a very 
fine country, whereon we found very little 
fnow, and came at night to Kabady, where 
we lodged. 

The 20th, we proceeded, and came to a 
town called Bazar-tzick, and {pent the 
night there. The town is inhabited by 
Turks, Greeks, and Bulgarians. 

' The 2rft, we came to Provady, a pretty 
large town, inhabited as the former. We 
ftaid there all night, 

The 22d, we left Provady ; came that 
evening to Tzengy, where we lodged. 

The 23d, we continued our route ; halt~ 
ed at a caravanfera, four leagues from 
Tzengy, and after that at a town called 
Aydofs ; where, having changed horfes, 
we proceeded on our journey, and flept 
that night at Benglyr. 

The 24th, we came ta Kanara, and lay 
there. I cannot but take notice of this fine 

country, 
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country, adorned with many beautiful’ 
. woods and coppices, a very rich foil, and 
excellent pafture ; but a great deal of it 
lies: wafte ; and it is but thinly peopled. 

The 25th, we came tothe town of Kirk- 
glifs ; from thence to that of Burglafs, 
where we remained that night. 

The 26th, we went on. We lodged that 
night at Tzorlcy.- . 

The 27th, we reached the town of Sili- 
vry, which" ftands on the White Sea, or 
the fea between the Dardanells and the 


port. 
‘The 28th, we paffed through a large 
town, called Buyk-tzeckmidgy ; from 
thence the laft ftage to Conftantinople. 
I muft here take notice, that, at Silivry, 
I was met by another chevadar, who, in- _ 
ftead of condudting me directly to the city, 
as I expeéted, turned fhort to the left hand, 
out of the high road, carried me through 
by-paths, over fteep and moorifh hills, 
uninhabited, tll at laft we came to a little 
village, on the top of the hill called Kara- 
mackly, 
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mackly, whgre is a neat country-houfe be- 
longing to Muftapha-cafla Bafha, the chief 
butcher .o the Sultan, a place of great truft 
and honour, 

I was lodged in the Bafha’s houfe, and 
met with a friendly reception from his 
kaya, or fteward, who furnithed me with 
what neceffaries I had occafion “for. In 
the mean time, I waited patiently for the, 
return of a meffenger whom they had de- 
fpatched to the Bafha, This place ftands 
very pleafant and airy, within the view of 
the city, and is a retreat for the Bafha, and 
his family, in times of the plague 

It will be readily imagined, . that I did 
not much like being carried out of the 
common road. But, without afking que- 
flions, I followed my conduétors, 

The agth, the meffenger returned from 
the city, with orders that I fhould pro- 
ceed, which was very welcome news ta 
me, Accordingly, we fet out about ten 
of the clock. Towards noon, we arrived 
at Conftantinople. They condu@ed me 

direGily 
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dire@ly te the houfe of ‘Muiftkpha Batha; 
who received me witlr great civility. ‘And, 
after afking a few queftions relating’to my 
journey, he then defired that I would“wait 
till fuch time as he should acquaint the Vi- 
fier of my, arrival. Muftapha Batha did 
not return till the evening. \ Upon his re- 
turn, he fent an officer with me to Sir Eve- 
rard Fawkener, the Britith ambaffador, to 
whom I was addreffed, and in whofe houfe 
I lodged during my abode at Conftanti- 
nople. 

I thal fay nothing relating te the effects 
of my ‘conten? farther, than that I 
‘pundctually conformed to the terms of my 
inftructions. 

Here, it may be obferved, that, although 
the Ruffians under Count Lacy, and under 
Count Munich, were very fuccefsful every ~ 
campaign, from the commencement of the 
war in-1734, and made great acquifitions 
on the Turkith frontier, on that fide, by 
their taking Afoph and Otzakoff, poffeffing 
themfelves of the Perecop and the Crimea, 

and 
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and carrying their arms, the laft campaign, 
into Moldavia, which was ended by a con- 
fiderable advantage gained by th the Ruflians 
at the battle of Chotim ; in coafequence of 
which victory, the Batha of Chotimn brought 
the keys of that important fortrefs to the 
General of the Ruffian army, who fent the 





Bafha, and the principal officers under him, 
prifoners to St Peterfburgh ; yet the Em- 
peror of Germany’s arms in Hungary were 
by no means luccefsful ; the Turks gaining 
on the Empcror’s frontier there, as much as 
they loft of their own frontiers towards Ruf 
fia. Klated by their fucceilzs fu siungary, 
during the laft campaign, tuc Ottoman Porte 
role in their demands, and infiicd on high- 
er terms than Ruffia thought proper to a- 
gree to. 

This famous city is fo well known, that 
I need not enter into a minute defeription, 
fo fhall ouly give a tranfient view of fuch 
remarkable things as occurred to me du- 
ring my fhort flay at this place. 

Vou. IL. 3 U Con- 
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Conftantinople is fituated in forty one 
and one-half degrees north latitude, twenty~ 
nine degrees eaft longitude, upon a point 
of land, on the European fhore, in the 
province of Romania, and is efteemed one 
of the moft delightful fituations in the 
world ; for which reafon Conftantine the 
Great chofe it for the feat of empire ; by 
whom it was rebuilt and beautified about 
the year of our Lord 330. 

At a diftance, the city makes a very fine 
appearance, having a great number of gild- 
ed fpires and domes, or cupolas, which 
multiply as you approach ; but, when you 
enter the city, the general irregularity and 
narrownefs of the flreets do in no degree 
correfpond with the magnificent appear- 
ance it makes at a diftance; which is, in 
deed, the cafe of many of the cittes and 
preat towns of Europe, feeming to be built 
at random. {[ have often thought, that, 
had a Chinefe been confulted, he could 
have taught both Greeks and Romans how 
to lay out towns, and that by the fimpleft 

rules 5 
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rules; viz. Let there be {pace enough, fuf- 
ficient breadth of ftreet, and the houfes on 
each fide built in a ftraight line; which 
rules are obferved in all the towns I have 
obierved in China, particularly Pekin. This 
common error, in laying out towns in Eu- 
rope, muft be owing to the remiffnefs of 
the government of nations; tho’ this great 
inconvenience, in fo grand a city as Con- . 
flantinople, hath no relation to the fitua- 
tion of the place, yet it is thought by ma- 
ny, I think very juftly, that, were the 
ftreets of this city fpacious and regular, it 
would in fome mceafure prevent the fre- 
quent peftilential difeales with which this 
place is affe€led, and which prevail here 
more than in any other place I know ; 
there feldom pafling a year without its ma- 
king a dreadful havock among the popu- 
lace. 

This mortal diftemper’s being almoft al- 
ways, more or le{s, in this city, may in 
part be attributed to a defect in Turkith 
policy, which fuffers all fhips to enter the 

port, 
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port, without requiring bills of health, at 
any time; even the fhips from infeéted 
places are admitted. I do not know but 
that the belief of predeftination, prevailing 
fo univerfally among the Turks, with whom 
it is a fundamental article of their creed, 
may likewile contribute to the continuance 
of the devaftations made, by this terrible 
difeafe, among the human fpecies, 

A very great nuifance, attending this 
place, is its being peftered with a great 
number of nafty dogs which belong to no- 
body ; they kennel in every corner of the | 
fireets ; it is unlawful to kill them; and 
they are generally fed, which is looked up- 
on, by many of the Turks, as an aét of 
charity. 

It is without diipute a populous city 3 
but far fhort of the numbers reported by 
common fame, which feldom keeps within 
bounds in things of this nature. It is true 
that many ftrangers refort hither daily, 
both from Europe and Afia, and many of 
them remain here; but then it muft be 

con- 
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confidered how many are carried of annu« 
ally by the peftilence and other difeafes. I 
do not think the whole number exceeds four 
hundred thoufand fouls, In walking the 
ftreets, you often meet with people, who, 
to avoid converfing with you, walk on the 
other fide of the flreet, for fear of catching 
the diftemper ; and moft people endeavour 
to get to windward of each other ; which, 
with many other inconveniencies, renders 

the place not very agreeable to ftrangers, 
From Pera, a diftri@ of Conftantinople 
einhabited by Europeans, and by the foreign 
minifters refiding at the Porte, there is a 
fine profpeét of the city, and of the Grand 
Seignor’s feraglio ; which laft ftands on an 
eminence, with floping gardens, down to’ 
the edge of the canal, planted with rows 
cof cyprefs, and other ever-greens. It hath 
the appearance of a moft delightful place 
but, though the walks are well fhaded, it 
is not thought good manners, or even fafes 

to look at them with a {py-glafs. 

Oppo- 
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Oppofite to the feraglio, on the Afian 
fhore, ftands the ancient city of Chryfopo- 
lis, or the Golden City, now called Skuta- 
ry, a pretty little place. 

Along the fhore of the Propontis, te- 
wards the fouth-weft, runs a ridge of very 
high mountains, called Olympus, which 
are covered with fnow fummer and win- 
ter. The mountain of that name, men- 
tioned by the Poets, ftands in Greece, 

February the 3d, there was a great fall 
of fnow, followed by a ftrong froft, which 
continued for the fpace of fourteen days. 
I thought myfelf happy in efcaping it; but 
this weather is very acceptable to the pco- 
ple here, as it tends to ftop the contagious 
diftemper. 

I fhall now take a view of fome of the 
moft remarkable flru€tures in and about 
this ancient city, which are commonly 
fhown to travellers. Indeed there are but 
few remains of antiquity to be feen at pre~ 
fent ; for the Turks, according to their 
principles, deface and ruin every thing that 

hath 
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hath an air of idolatry, as they call it, 
whether Pagan or Chriftian, What Chri- 
ftian churches they have {pared are con= 
verted into mofques. 

March 2d, the weather being fine, I 
made a party with fome friends to ride out 
and fee the aqueduéts, which are curious 
fabrics erected in order to fupply the city 
with frefh water. They are faid to be 
built by the Emperor Valens, They are 
now kept in repair by the Grand Seignor. 
They ftand at unequal diftances, from four 
to feven or more miics to the northward 
of the city, according to the refpective fup- 
plies of water from {prings and brooks, 

The long aquedué is about feven hun- 
dred yards in length, and near thirty in 
height ; it confifts of two ftories or ranges 
of arches, one above the other, having a-~ 
bout fifty arches in a range, all of hewn 
flone, neatly wrought. 

The crooked aqueduQ, fo called from its 
form of zig-zag, runs in this figure VV Vy; 
the intent of which is to divert and leffen 

the 
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the force of the current, and hath a triple 
range of beautiful arches. 

At fome diftance from this ftands the 
high aqueduct, the moft magnificent of 
all, being near three hundred yards in 
length, about forty in height, having four 
fiately arches, with the fame number over 
them. Befides, there are feveral others of 
leffer note, which I need not mention. 
They are all built to convey the water, o- 
ver low vallies and hollows, to the city. 

At night we came to Belgrade, a plea- 
fant village, inhabited by Greeks, where 
moft of the foreign minifters have their 
country-houfes, to which they retire in 
time of the plague. 

The next day we remained at this village, 
and walked through the woods, toa neigh. . 
bouring hill, to the eaftward, from whence 
there is a full view of the Black Sea. 
Thefe woods are of fine oak, beech, and a- 
ther timber, fit for the confirnétion of a 
royal navy. They are well furnifhed with 


wild-fowl, and various forts of other game. 
The 
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The 4th, we left Belgrade, when, ri- 
ding to the fouthward, through pleafint 
woods and fields, we came about noon toa 
large village, called Buytick-tercy, flanding 
on the north fhore of the canal, or Thra~ 
cian Bofphorus. This canal is natural, 
burfting out from the Black Sea, between 
two high meuntains, and runs, in a flrong 
current, about fixteen Enelith miles, to 
the city, where it difcharges itfelf into the 
Propontis. The depth is from ten to fif- 
teen fathoms ; the breadth fiom about one 
mile to half a mile ; very well ftored with 
molt forts of fea fh, particularly oifers, 
of aimall kind, but very delicious. The 
land, on both fidis, is very. high, with 
many plealant villages, along the fhore. 
At the mouth of the canal, where it begins 
from the Black Sea, the Turks have built 
two forts to defend the paflage, one on the 
shore of Afia, the other on that of Europe ; 
they may well ferve to prevent fudden in- 
curfions, but of little ufe againft a flrong 
» Vor, If 0 3X fqua- 
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fquadron of men of war, and an eafterly 

wind, 

I was informed that, in the reign of 
Sultan Amurath, a ftrong party of coffacks 
came, in open boats, before thefe caftles 
were built, or when they were neglected, 
entered the canal, and put all the city in 
great conflernation. After they had plun- 
dered many villages, they returned again to 
their own country, with little or no lofs. 

Trom the Buyuck-terey we fent our 
horfes home, and returned to the city by 
water, Some days after this I went to fee 
the Sultan, as he came from his devotions 
at the mofque called Jency-Jamey. He 


1 


was on borfcbach, attended bya {mall troop 





of {pahis on horteback, and fome janifaries 
on foot, Mahmuth hath a good afpe@, and 
bears the character of being of a humane 
peaceable di{pofition. This Prince fuc- 
ceeded Achmet, who was depofed, about 
feven years before, by one named Ali- 
Patrone, or Kalyll, a janizary, and his af- 
fociates, all people of low degree, the next 

in 
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in command to Ali-Patrone, or Kalyll, &s 
he is commonly called, was, Mufs-luch, a 
dealer in melons and other fruits; the 
third was Emy-Aly. Thefe three chiefs 
governed the Turkith empire near a month, 
After they had placed Mahmuth on the 
throne, they depofed the Grand Vifier,: 
and difpofed of all offices, civil and mili- ° 
tary, at plea‘ure, Ali-Patrone, in the mean, : 
time, was very fober, never changing his - 
habit, came every morning to the janizaries - 
hall, where he fat as fovereign Judge,and gave 
fentence on all caufes that were brought | 
before him, without delay ; was very cha- 
ritable to the Poor, and reétified many a= 
bufes in the ftate, That magnificent Vi- 
fier, Ibrahim-Batha, who had introduced 
printing, fell a facrifice to the rebels, 

One adtion of the Kalyll’s f cannot omit 
relating, as it evinces, that his high ftation 
did not Produce forgetfulitef, of his old 
friends. There was one Janaky, a Greek, 
a butcher by trade, who had formerly lent 
Ali-Patrone half a dollar. He fent for this 

butcher, 
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butcher, ahd made him Hofpogiar or Prince 
of Moldavia. - Poor Janaky would wil- 
lingly have been excufed from accepting 
fo high an office ; but his patron infifted 
on his taking it. , 

However, thefe mighty chiefs. being in- 
toxicated with power, began to intoxicate 
themfclves with wine alfo; and they were 
at length caught in a fnare; laid for them } 
by Sultan Geray, Chan of the Crim Tar- 
tars, who had been fent for, by fome of the 
grandces, for that end. Sultan Geray fuc- 
ceeded fo ‘well, that the chiefs were cut 
off, the reft difperfed, and the government 
re-eftablifhed on the fame footing as here= 
iofore, with very little bloodfhed ; the par- 
ticulars of which being, in general, well 
known, I fay no more of that affair. 

The next place I was carried to was the 
raiat, where I faw them coining money of 
different forts. "It ftands in. the outer court 
of the feraglio. 

From thence I went to the famous 
church of Sanéta Sophia, now converted 
; into 
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into a mofque. There being already many 
defcriptions extant of this ancient fabric, I 
fhall only obferve, that it was rebuilt and 
adorned by the Emperor Juftinian, about 
the year of our Lord 500, It ig highly e. 
fteemed by architeéts, for the flatnefs of 
the dome, or cupola, which, it is faid, the 
moderns cannot imitate. 

In time of war, Chriftians are not per« 
mitted to enter the mofque. Neverthelefa, 
we were conducted up a pair of back-ftairg 
to the gallery, from whence we had a full 

‘view of the whole. The floor is laid with 
clean mats and carpets, having nO feat, on~ 
ly one pulpit for the Mullah, The gallery 
is laid with marble, fupported by about 
one hundred marble pillars, of Various com 
lours and fizes, oft of them, at leat, be- 
tween five and fix feet diameter, The 
whole of the infide hath a noble and grand | 
appearance. At the entry into the gallery, 
is an old veftry, with the door cloled up, 
of which a Greek, of my acquaintance, 
told ine the following thort ftory, viz. A 

certain 
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certain Mullah being in the veftry, faw, or 
fancied that he faw, a man on hdérfeback, 
witha {word in his hand, who bid him be~ 
gone out of that holy place, &c. This, like 
other tales of the fame nature, was not long 
a fecret, and was interpreted to have been 
no other than Conftantine the Great, 
However fabulous the ftory appears, the 
door of the veftry hath been condemned 
fince that time. 

From Sancta Sophia I was conduéted to 
the Hippodrome, where the Greeks ufed 
formerly to train their horfes to the me- 
nage, now called the Att-Maydan, and is 
ftill applied to the fame ufe by the Turks, 
It is a Spacious oblong fquare, having a 
pretty marble obelifk in the middle. On 
one fide of it is a pillar of brafs, with fer- 
pents twining round it; this is fomewhat 
defaced, and is about ten feet high, 

In the great itreet, at fome diftance from 
the Hippodrome, fiands another venerable 
monument of antiquity; 4 large and tall 
he Burnt-pillar, becaufe it 

hath 


pillar, cailed t 
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hath greatly fuffered by fire in the neigh~ 
bourhood, which hath cracked it in divers 
places ; this is a misfortune common to- 
narrow ftreets, and not to be remedied 
without a well regulated Police. This pil. - 
lar is of porphyry, about twenty yards 
hich. 

We went thence to fee the grand refer~ 
voir, built with intent of fupplying the ci- 
ty with water in cafe of a fiege. This mu 
have coft an immenfe fum of money ; for 
it is all of it under ground ; above it are 
Rreets and houfes. It is not far from the 
Hippodrome, Towards the water- fide, the 
covering of it is fupported by a great num- 
ber of arches, and many hundreds of ftone~ 
pillars, of which not a few are fallen down, 
and the whole of it is going a-pace tg 
decay. There was no water in it, 

‘Phere is another ancient fabric, known 
by the name of Edikuly, or feven towers, 
flanding on an eminence to the weftward +: 
which is nowa common prifon, Near the 
middle of the city ftands a {mall tower, 
: called 
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called Belifarius ; whether or not it was the 
houfe of that great and unfortunate Gene- 
ral, I gould not learn. 

Oppofite to the feraglio, near the middle 
of the canal, ftands a {mall round tower, 

. upon the fummit of a fmall rock, called 
Leander’s Tower. This, with the fore- 
going, are the few remains of antiquity 
commonly fhown to ftrangers. 

The haven, which divides the city from 
that diftri& of it called Pera, for its extent 
and depth-of water, may probably equal, 
perhaps furpafs, the beft in the known 
world, well fenced on all fides by rifing 
grounds. Near the bottom of the haven is 
a. fpacious and moft convenient yard for 
pbuilding fhips and galleys, with fuitable 
magazines and ware-houfes for keeping 
the cordage, guns, ammunition, and for 
every material requifite for building and 
fitting men of war and galleys for the {ca. 

Adjoining is a place called the bagnio, 

appropriated to the lodging and accommo- 
dating galley-flaves 5 where, it may be 

fup- 
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fuppofed theysdo not pafe their time very: 
agreeably. : RY alee g. 

My next walk was to fee the dervifes at 
worthip ; they area religious onder of, the 
Mahometans, who have a mofque in Pera, 
built in a circular form, with a pulpit for 
the Mullah, and a gallery built in a nitch, 
made in the circle, for the mufie. The 
fermon being ended, the muficians began 
on various inftruments, which were like 
the European flutes and hautboys, upon 
whicl five of the dervifes ftood up, and 
danced round the mofque, ‘in a frantic 
manner, turning themfelves round, as they 
advanced, with fo quick a motion, that their 
faces were hardly diftinguithable from other 
parts of their heads, They followed each 
other at certain diftances ; but an old man 
of fourfcore years outdid all the reft in 
quicknefs of turning round, Yet, when 
he left off, he did not feem to be at all dif. 
compofed by the violence of the motion. 
This extravagant fed make vows of pover- 
ty and chaftity, travel over all the eaft, 

Vout, 3x where 
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where the religion of Mafomet prevails, 

‘and are held in great efteem by the devout 

of that profeffion. ; 

The gth of March, the army intended 
for Hungary, under the command of Eg- 
geny-Mahomet-Bafha, the Grand Vifier, 
began to file off to the camp affigned for 
them, about three miles to the northward 
of the city. The proceffion continued four 
days ; and, as ufual, when the Sultan him- 
felf, or the Grand Vifier, take the field in 
perfon, the troops are attended by All the 
different trades-and artifans to the place of 
encampmént;-each ‘trade Raving the proper 
drefs and badges of their refpective profef= 
lion, with banners, mufic, &c, 

The firft day the janizaries marched, 
with their Aga, or chief commander, at 
their head, followed by a numerous multi- 
tude of artifans. The firft in proceffion 
was a plough drawn by painted oxen, with 
gilded horns. It would be tedious to men- 
tion the reft particulagly ; I thall only ob~ 
ferve, that fome of this ragamuffian crew 

made 
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made frightful figures, being-naked to the . 
watte, with fabres run through the ficthy 
part of their arms, and befmeared with~ 
blood—-A fhocking {pe€tacle ! 

The fecand day’s proceflion was the 
pioniers and minérs, with their, different 
tools and utenfils, ie § 

The third day, the cannoniers marched. 

The fourth day, the Vifier marched out, 
attended by the general officers of the ar- 
my, a great many Spahis and Janizaries, 
and all the different trades of the town ; a= 
mong which rabble, were many fuch ban- 
ditti as above deferibed, naked for the molt. 
part of the, body,-all bloody... The Grand 
Mufti was in the fame coach with the 
Grand Vifier, and had the Alcoran carried 
by a Mullah, who fat likewife in the fame 
coach, oppofite to the Mufti ;. which was 
preceded by a number of fingers, in their . 
proper habits, finging as they went along, 
Before the coach was carried the ftandard - 
of Mahomet, which is a horfe’s tail, {aid to 
be brought from heaven by the Angel Ga- 

briel ° 
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briel to Mahomet, and is held in great ve- 
neration, feldom appearing but on great 
folemnities ; after which it is carried back 
to the feraglio, where it remains till the 
next occafion, ; 

When war is declared againft any prince 
or ftate, the horfe-tail is fet up at the gate 
of the feraglio, called Alla-Capy, or the 
Port of God, from whence the Grand 
Seignor dates all his defpatches ; and, on 
‘that account, the court of the Grand Seig- 
nor is commoniy called the Ottoman Porte, 
and the Syblime Porte. But - when <the 
Sultan is inthe fieldy‘at ‘the head of his ar- 
* my> he dates all his letters and orders from 
his fiirrup. All generals who have three 
horfe-tails, are called Vifier ; but the Grand 
Vitier, who is always prime minifter, go- 
verns and directs all affairs relating to the 
ftate, both foreign and domeftic: Next to 
him in power is the Kaymacan, who is his 
licutenant ; after him Nifangy Bafha, 
keeper of ‘the feals; then Kap-adgee Ba- 
tha, chief porter; Kiflar-agafly, the chief 

eunuch, 
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eunuch, Thefe are the Principal great of= 
. ficers at court. It happens often, that the 
Kiflar-agafly hath more to fay than all] the 
reft put together ; for although the ladieg 
live very retired, yet they are not fo igno. 
rant as is generally imagined, And, if I 
am not mifinformed, matters of the great- 
eft confequence are canvafled, and often 
fettled in the feraglio, before they are pre« 
fented to the miniftry. One thing is cer- 
tain, that whoever wants a favour at court 
needs no better recommendation than a 
friend among the ladies. 

Soon after my arrival, I had an invita- 
tion from the famous Count Bonneval, 
who then was ill of the gout; but, in time 
of war, it was not thought fit that I fhould 
vifit that gentleman, 

March rsth, Sir Everard Fawkener went 
to the’camp to take leave of the Grand 
Vifier, as is ufual for all the foreign mini- 
{ters to do, on’ the like occafions. We dif- 
mounted at fome diftance from the tent of 
this great man, were conduded by an offi. . 

cer 
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cer to a magnificent tent, near to that of 
the Vificr, and entertained with coffee, &c. 
‘for about a quarter of an hour ; after which 
the ambaffador, accompanied by the gentle- 
men of his retinue, went to the Vifier’s 
tent, where a ftool was prepared for his 
Excellency. The gentlemen ftood during 
the time the ambaffador remained. The 
Vilfier fat, crofs-legged, on a fopha raifed 
about half a foot from the floor, which was 
all laid with rich carpets, Very near him 
flood a frame, on which were hung fome 
mufkets, fabres, &c. of very curious work- 
manfhip, ornamented richly with gold, -fil- 
ver, and ftones of valuc, as enicralds, ru- 
bies, &c. The Turkifh camps are, in ge- 
neral, very regular and clean. 

The fhort ceremony being ovér, we re= 
turned again to the city. After fome days 
the Grand Vifier marched to Adrianople, 
in his way to Hungary. 

Being about to leave this city, [ thall de- 
tain the reader with no more particulars 
than the following fhort obfervations. 

In 


1738 CONSTANTINOPLE, 544 


In Turkey there are few families who 
" have any diftinguifhing titles or honours 
appertaining to them which defcend to their 
children. All titles of honour, and places 
of power and profit in the Sultan’s domi~ 
nions, depend on perfonal merit, or the Sul- 
tan’s favour, which dies with the poffeffor, 
The only two families who have a jutt 
claim to nobility, are thofe of Deiggal- 
Oglu and Kuperly, who, for fignal fervices 
done to the empire, have peculiar privi- 

' leges; one in particular, that the Sultan, 
as it is faid, cannot condemn them to death, 
Tt feems that, on a very critical conjuadture, 
when affairs were in great diforder, the Sule 
tan died, ‘Kuperly kept it a fecret for fix 
weeks ; in which time, by his prudent con- 
duct, the government was eftablithed on a 
proper footing. Befides thefe, there are 
defcendents of their prophet Mahomet’s 
family, of which there are great numbers, 
who are diftinguithed by wearing green, 
and enjoy fome Privileges, ; 


Having 
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Having nothing more to do at Conflan- 
tinople, [am now about to return to St Pe- . 
terfburgh. As I had a commiffion from 
Sir Everard Fawkener for the Grand Vifi- 
er, who was then at Adrianople, I took 
that road, 

April 8th, after taking leave of my 
friends, I fet out from Conftantinople, ac- 
companied by a tzaufh, or meffenger, a ja- 
nizary, and my own fervant. 

The 13th, in the morning, I came to the 
city of Adrianople, where I lodged, at the 
houfe of Mr Damiral, a Greek gentleman, 
who is ageat at this place for our ambafla- 
dor, where I found a fricndly reception, 

The city of Adrianople is abput forty 
leagues north-weft from Conftantinople, 
in a pleafant country, inhabited by Turks, 
Greeks, and fome Jews. The Capuchins 
have alfo a convent here, The town is 
pretty large, and is remarkable for having 
a very noble grand mofque, with very high 
minotets, of excellent workmanthip. The 
architect was a Greek, of whom it is re- 

; ported, 
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ported, that the Grand Seignor, being a~ 
mazed at the extraordinary contrivance and 
execution which the archite@ exhibited in 
thofe buildings, thought that nothing ‘of 
mechanifm was out of his reach, and or~ 
dered him to make himfelf wings, and. to 
fly off from the top of one of the minorets, 
which the poor builder was forced to at- _ 
tempt. After flying a confiderable diftance, 
he fell among fome tombs, and broke his 
neck. I do not vouch for thé truth of the 
ftory ; but I was fhown the ‘tombs in .the 
neighbourhood, among which it is {aid 
that he fell. 

The .t4th, I had a vifit from Monfieur 
Peifonell, the French agent, and fome of the 
Capuchin Fathers, . 

The isth, I went to return the vifit at 
the convent, In coming through the mar= 
ket-place, in the way to my lodgings, I met 
with a very difagreeable {pe@acle ; which 
was two men, lying ftark naked, without 
their heads, which had been juft before cut 
off. They were faid to have been fpies, 
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After difcharging my commiffion to the 
Grand Vifier, which ! effe€ted through Mr 
Damiral, and obtaining an order for poft- 
horfes, I left Adrianople the 17th, and pro- 
ceeded on my journey to the northward ; 
in which [ need not be particular, having 
mentioned moft of the places in the former 
part of this relation, I took the neareft 
way for Yafly in Moldavia. 

"The 26th, we paffed the Danube in a 
boat, at a place called Kalafs, a few leagues 
above Ifmayl. 

The 29th, we arrived at the city of Yal- 
fy. The next day I waited on'the prince, 
who received me in a moft friendly man- 
ner. He gave crders for horfes, and twa 
of his guards, to conduct me to the fron- 
tiers of Poland. He likewile fent an offi- 
cer to accompany me as far as Nemiroff: [ 
then difcharged my tzaufh and janizary, 
who returned back to Conftantinople. 

May 1ft, I left Yafly, and came the next 
day to Soroka. 


The 
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The 3d, I left Soroka, paffed the Dnief= 
ter, and came to Tamas-Poly, where I 
lodged, , 
The sth, I got to Nemiroff, and at this. 
place delivered all my defpatches for Eu- 
rope to General Roffotfky, to be forward- 


ed according to addrefa, ; ; sf 
The roth, I arrived at Kioff, and fet. 
Out again the fame day, “is 


On the 17th of May I arrived at St Pe- 
terfburgh, 
It is to be noted, all my dates are old 
ftile, ; ‘ 
I thall fubjoin a lift of all the flages and 
diftances from St Peterfburgh: to Conftan- 
tinople. As I have, in a former journey, 
particularized the flages to Mofco, I need 
not repeat them here, 


From 


Carried over 
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; Verfts. 
From St Peterfburgh to the, city of 
Mofco, - - 734 
From Mofco towards Kioff, 
To Sela Packra 30 
The village of Tzenifkoy 35 
Lykof-Vrague © ‘40 - 
Dobrichach cya 
Town of Caluga 40 
town of Lykvyn 40 
town of Belof - 40 
town of Bolfhof 40 
_ Selo Glotovo  . #35 
“town of Kartzof 35 
Selo Samova Kx) 
Selo Tzainaka 30 
Village of Lieubuth 30 
_ Town of Seyeffki 30 
Tolfto Dubovo 40 
‘Town of Gluchovo 30 
town of Korolevitz 39 
town of Batturin 44 
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Verfts, 
Brought over - 3367 
From Borzna 33 
To Nethina ; 48 
Nofofka, 28 
. Koffelitz 38 
Semipologue 25 
__ Brovary 7 29 
City of Kiof 18 


From St Peterfburgh to Kioff 1586 


' The verft in Ruffia confifts of 11662 En. 
glith yards ; fo that the diftance from 
St Peterfburgh to Kioil, being 1586 
verfts, is ros1 73 Englith miles, 

From Kioff to Soroka. 


Polifh miles, 


From Kioff 
To Vafilkoff 5 
' Belozyrkoff 6 
Shamarayof ka 2 
~ Sgueer I 


Le 
* Carried over 14 
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Polith miles. 
Brought overs 14 
Erom Samgorod 
To Golochuaft 
. Pogrebifha 
Spitzinitz 
Otzeredno 
Lipoyitz 
Vytofsky 
Kavalefka 
Nemiroff 
Petzery 
Spykoff 
Lefkovitz 
Tamaz-Poly 
Kleynbof ka 
Tzikanofka on the 
t Dniefter, onthe bank 
oppofite is Soroka 3 


- 
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: 39 - 
‘Computing 6¢ Englith miles to a Polith 
mile, the diftance from Kioff to Soroka © 
will be 2532 Englith miles. 
From 
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From Soroka the frontier, to Yafly the ca~ 
pital of Moldavia, reckoning the Tur- 
kifh fahat, or hour, to be three Englith 

* miles. 


Englith miles, 
From Soroka 
To Kaynar 12 
“s Heth: 12 
Meygura 24 
River Pruth 12 
City of Yafly 12 


From Soroka to Yafly 72 


From Yaffy to Bender. 


Englifh miles, 

From Yaffy *_ 
To Rofinar 12 
Voltzinitz 15 
Kofhufhna 24, 
Kithanof 6 
Bender 24 


From Yafly to Bender 81 
From 
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‘From Bender to the Danube, along the de- 
fert of Budjack. 


i Englith miles, 


From Bender 
To Kaufhan 12 
Kongley 24 
Tartarken ‘30 


Town of Ifmayl 21 


From Bender to fmayl 87 


From Ifmayl to Conftantinople. 


Englith miles, 
From Ifmayl], crofs the Danube, 
To Tultzin 12 
Babbadach 18 
Kaybaly Z 18 
Kodjalo : 6 
Iftere ; 6 
Danna- Kew "6 
Kara-Su 12 
Kabady 12, 
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